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John Wimber - Lyfe story

Born: February 25 1934 in Peoria, Illinois
Died: November 17 1997 (aged 63)
Spouse: Carol Wimber
Children: Christopher, Timothy, Sean and Stephanie

John Wimber grew up in an un-churched, single-parent house in Missouri. He discovered at an early age his musical
talent, playing his first paid gig when he was 15 years old. Famously, he played keyboards in a band that went on to
become the Righteous Brothers. A decisive moment in John Wimber’s life came when some friends invited him and his
wife to a Quaker church service. Shortly after, in 1963, he committed his life to Christ. This experience caused John
Wimber to leave the music industry and begin studying at Azusa Pacific College.

Upon graduating he became a Pastor at a Quaker church in California. Two dramatic personal events began to shape his
ministry. On one occasion he was praying out loud and suddenly realized he was ‘speaking in tongues’. At another time, his
three-year-old son Timothy was stung multiple times by a swarm of bees. John Wimber knelt to pray at his son’s bedside and
visibly saw all the red puncture marks disappear. As one would expect, these events caused an intense desire to see more
manifestations of the supernatural work of the Spirit of God.

The church services that John Wimber led began to be filled with worshippers claiming to have experiences of the Holy Spirit.
This caused some controversy within the denomination and the congregation ended up leaving the Quaker denomination and
becoming part of the Calvary Chapel. Soon after this transition, a young man was dramatically healed from a birth defect that
affected his spine. This created a greater awareness of the power of the Holy Spirit, and the church began to see more
miraculous events, what John Wimber referred to as ‘signs and wonders’. This was combined with a renewed understanding of
the significance of spiritual gifts. Despite the rapid growth of churches that were linked to John Wimber, the Calvary Chapel
leadership disagreed with the renewed attention on spiritual gifts. There was an amicable parting of ways resulting in the
formation of the Vineyard movement.

John Wimber helped create a renewed expectation of witnessing the breaking in of the power of the Holy Spirit, particularly in its
significance for evangelism. The theologian J I Packer said that John Wimber’s ‘great gift to the Christian world, wider spread
already than he could know, was and remains a mindset of heightened expectancy.’ 

It is this expectancy of empowerment from the Spirit of God that is John Wimber’s legacy. He offers a clear contemporary
example of what it means to live the empowered life. His life reminds us of Richard Foster’s assertion: ’Frankly, there are no “non-
charismatic Christians”… the Christian life is by definition a life in and through the Spirit.’

Further resources

Carol Wimber, John Wimber: The Way It Was (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1999)
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