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The Good News Bible is an easy-to-read 
trans la tion of the Bible. It uses clear, 
readable, every day English, which is why, 
over the years, thousands of churches and 
schools and mill ions of indiv iduals have 
chosen the Good News Bible.

The Bible is an anthology
The Bible is not one book, but a  col lec- 
t ion of books bound into one volume. (In 
fact, that’s where it gets its name from. 
The Bible is the English-language ver sion 
of the Greek words ta biblia, which means 
“the books”.) Writ ten over thousands of 
years, by many differ ent authors, these 
books contain many differ ent types of 
writ ing: poetry, history, laws, prophecy, 
proverbs and sayings, stories, letters and 
many more.

This Bible is in two parts
These books are ar ranged into two sec- 
t ions: the Old and New Testaments. 
Testament means “promise”.  For Christians 
the “Old Testament” is the promise given 
by God to the Jews; the “New Testament” 
is the promise given through Jesus.

The Hebrew Scriptures or Old 
Testament (39 books)
The first part of the Bible contains the  
sacred writ ings of Judaism. This tells the 
story of the people of Israel. The Jewish 
name for this is the Tanakh : the name is 
based on the first letters of the three main 
sect ions: Torah (“The Law”), Nevi’im (“The 
Prophets”) and Ketuvim (“The Writ ings”). 
TNK = Tanakh.

Christians call this sect ion the Old 
Testament, which is arranged as follows:

The Law The first five books tell the 
story of the creation of the world, 
God’s promises to people like Abraham 
and Jacob, the beginnings of the 
Israelite nation, their slavery in Egypt 

and their escape. It also contains the 
Law which the Jewish people were 
supposed to obey.

Historical books Twelve books 
covering the history of Israel, from the 
conquest of the Promised Land, to the 
defeat, exile and eventual return.

Poetic books Six extremely varied 
books reflecting all the moods of 
human life. They address many 
fundamental and difficult issues of 
human existence such as suffering, 
joy, love, anger, despair, delight and 
everything in between!

Prophets Sixteen books, the first 
four of which are the major prophets 
(which really means long books) while 
the remaining twelve are the minor 
prophets (they’re shorter). They cover 
the time from the later kings into the 
exile. But they also contain prophecies 
of the future, and many statements 
which Christians believe were fulfilled 
in Jesus.

The Christian Scriptures or  
New Testament (27 books)
This is the col lect ion of Christian Scrip tures. 
These writ ings fall into three main groups:

The Gospels and Acts The four 
Gospels are a biographical and 
historical look at the life of Jesus,  
while the book of Acts tells the story  
of the first thirty years of the Early 
Church.

Letters of Paul, John, Peter and 
others. These were circulated among 
the first followers of Jesus. They 
give guidance, encouragement and 
sometimes a strong rebuke to the first 
communities of Christians.

Welcome to the Good 
News Bible
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Take your time
Read slowly and carefully. The Bible wasn’t 
built for speed reading. Try to read in 
“chunks”. One verse on its own might not 
make much sense, but when you read a bit 
more of the text ar ound it, that can really 
help. You need to read enough of the pas-
sage to get an idea of what the overall story 
or ar gu ment is. Some times it really helps to 
read the passage out loud. And the Bible 
was meant to be heard this way. For most 
of its history it was more of an audiobook: 
because most people couldn’t read or 
write, they had the passage read to them. 
And because it’s such an accessible trans-
la tion, the Good News Bible is great for this!

Work to a plan
Q: How do you eat an elephant? A: One 
bite at a time. 
The Bible is a  serious ly complex book. 
You can’t expect to read the whole thing 
through at one sitting. Instead you have 
to break it down and read it in bite-sized 
chunks.

It helps to have a plan. Maybe you want 
to work through a book, chapter by chap-
ter. Maybe, if the book is shorter you can 
read through the whole book. Or maybe 
you want to use a specific reading plan to 
help you explore what the Bible has to say 
on a particular topic, character or event. 
There are plenty of reading plans availa-
ble to help you.

Always ask questions
One of the most im port ant tools to help 
you read the Bible is your brain. Ask who, 
why, what, where, when? Who is saying 
this? Why is this happening? When is this 
story set? Who is this person? What does 
that mean? Some times it helps to make 
notes as you go along. You can draw pic-
tures and diagrams if that helps.

Try to work out what type of writing it is
As we have seen, the Bible is a mix ture of 
differ ent types of writ ing: there are laws 
and letters, stories, poems and proverbs. 

And you don’t read all of these in the same 
way. You don’t read a poem in the same 
way as you read a historical ac count. So 
try to ask your self “What type of writ ing 
is this?” That will be a big help in under-
standing how you should read the passage.

Explore the history and culture
You’ve been asking questions? Good. Now 
you have to find the an swers! In the story 
of the Good Samaritan, for exam ple, it re-
ally helps to under stand the fact that Jews 
and Samaritans didn’t like each other. A lot 
of the an swers will be in the text. But some-
times it helps to get a good Bible guide to 
give you the back ground on the history, 
cul ture and customs of the Old and New 
Testaments.

Don’t worry
The Bible is a  very old book writ ten in 
a differ ent cul ture and at a differ ent time. 
There is a lot of stuff in it that is confusing 
to a modern reader. So don’t worry if there 
are bits you don’t under stand or names 
you can’t pronounce! Just move on. Con-
centrate on the bits you do under stand.

Pray as you go
Christians believe that the Bible is more 
than just an other book – it’s the Word of 
God. And God speaks to us through it. So 
as you go along, listen out for him. Pray be-
fore you start reading. When you come to 
think about what you’ve read, ask your self, 
“What is God saying to me through this?”

Don’t think it’s not for you!
Reading the Bible is not something just 
for experts. It’s for ever yone. Through-
out history ordinary men, women and 
children have been inspired, challenged, 
thrilled and trans formed by the Bible. They 
weren’t any differ ent to us. All they had 
that was differ ent was the desire to read 
the Bible for themselves.

So give it a try! You never know what’s 
waiting there for you!  

How to read the Bible
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The story of creation (Genesis 1—2)

The beginning. God creates the uni verse, 
the earth, sun, moon, all the ani mals and, 
of course, people.
Why is this important?
• It shows who made the world and 

universe.
• It shows what humanity’s relationship 

with God and the rest of creation 
should be like.

Human disobedience (Genesis 3)

Adam and Eve disobey God and are ban-
ished from the garden of Eden.
Why is this important?
• It shows how evil entered the world.
• It demonstrates that all of us have 

a choice whether to follow God or  
not.

Noah and the flood (Genesis 6—7)

No ah and his family gather all the ani mals 
into a huge boat, while God sends an enor-
mous flood.
Why is this important?
• It shows God is a God of judgment as 

well as mercy.
• It shows God’s promise never to 

destroy the earth again.
• It shows God is concerned for all 

his creation and not just for human 
beings.

• It introduces the ‘forty days’ theme, 
which runs throughout the Bible.

The big picture:  
20 must-read passages
 

The Bible is full of great stories, inspirational writ ing and life-changing information. The 
passages below are a good place to start.

The covenant (Genesis 17)

God promises Abra ham that he will be the 
father of a great nation.
Why is this important?
• It introduces the covenant – the 

promise between God and his  
people.

• It introduces us to Abraham, the  
great man of faith and ancestor of 
Israel.

• It starts the story of the nation of 
Israel – the people who were to 
descend from Abraham.

God meets Moses (Exodus 3)

In the desert, God ap pears to Moses in the 
form of a burning bush. God tells Moses 
that his name is “I AM”.
Why is this important?
• It introduces the Old Testament name 

of God – Yahweh.
• It shows God’s special relationship 

with Moses.
• It reminds us of God’s promise to 

rescue Israel.

The passover (Exodus 11.1—13.16)

God pun ishes the king of Egypt and res-
cues his people from slavery.
Why is this important?
• It shows how God rescued Israel from 

Egypt.
• It introduces the Passover – a Jewish 

festival still celebrated today.
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The Bible was writ ten and compiled over 
thousands of years. So how did that hap-
pen? Who wrote the Bible? And how was it 
put together?

It begins with stories
The Bible begins with the spok en word. 
That’s how it was first passed on  – as  
stories  – tales of an ces tors and heroes 
and their mysterious, powerful experi- 
ences of God. These formed the founda-
tional stories about the Jewish people. 
They were preserved by the differ ent tribes 
and carefully handed on from genera-
tion to generation. There were narratives 
like the story of No ah, for exam ple; or 
poems like the song of De borah in Judges  
(Judges 5). Or there were statements 
which the Israe lites used in their re ligious 
services. In Deutero nomy 26, for exam ple, 
Moses tells the Israe lites that when they 
bring an offering they must recite a kind of 
“history” of who they are and where they 
came from. It begins “My ancestor was a 
wandering Aramean, who took his family 
to Egypt to live…” (Deutero nomy 26.5).

It was im port ant to listen, learn, mem-
orize and pass on these tales. In an cient 
cultures it was very im port ant that they 
were handed on carefully. You had to do 
it right. But eventual ly the stories were 
writ ten down. We don’t know when, ex-
actly – certainly some things were writ ten 
down very early on. In Exodus, Moses re-
cords God’s words as “an ac count of this 
victory, so that it will be remembered” (Ex-
odus 17.14). And on Mount Sinai, the Law 
was engraved on “two stone tablets on 
which God him self had writ ten the com-
mandments” (Exodus 31.18).

Some of these books came dir ectly from 
God in the form of prophecies: the book 
of Hag gai, for exam ple collects prophe-
cies spok en by Hag gai on differ ent dates. 
Some times they were compiled using 

a var iety of sources – some of the histo-
ry books mention other reference works, 
which are now lost.

The writings which came to form the 
Old Testament were written on scrolls and 
carefully copied from one generation to 
the next. And these came together to form 
the Hebrew Scriptures which Christians call 
the Old Testament.

The New Testament also  
begins with stories
In this case they were tales about Jesus, 
the things he did and said. They were re-
membered by the people who met him. 
And these people trav elled from city to city, 
passing on what they had seen and heard.

These stories were carefully learnt and 
passed on. When Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians at Corinth he said “For I received from 
the Lord what I also passed on to you…” 
He passes on the things that he has been 
taught.

In the opening to his Gospel, Luke de-
scribes how he has carefully researched 
the story:

Many people have done their 
best to write a report of the 
things that have taken place 
among us. They wrote what we 
have been told by those who saw 
these things from the beginning 
and who proclaimed the 
message. And so, your Excellency, 
because I have carefully studied 
all these matters from their 
beginning, I thought it would be 
good to write an orderly ac count 
for you. (Luke 1.1–3)

Luke has made his own investigation, 
but so have others. And these other reports 
have been based on the ac counts of “those 
who saw these things from the beginning”. 

How did we get the 
Bible?
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The Story of Creation

1  1 In the beginning, when God created 
the universe,* 2 the earth was form-

less and desolate. The raging ocean that 
covered everything was engulfed in to-
tal darkness, and the Spirit of God* was 
moving over the water. 3 *Then God com-
manded, “Let there be light” — and light 
appeared. 4 God was pleased with what he 
saw. Then he separated the light from the 
darkness, 5 and he named the light “Day” 

1.1 In the beginning… the universe; or In the 
beginning God created the universe; or When God 
began to create the universe.
1.2 the Spirit of God; or the power of God; or a wind 
from God; or an awesome wind.

See also: 1.3: 2 Cor 4.6

and the darkness “Night”. Evening passed 
and morning came — that was the first 
day.

6-7 *Then God commanded, “Let there 
be a dome to divide the water and to keep 
it in two separate places” — and it was 
done. So God made a dome, and it sep-
arated the water under it from the water 
above it. 8 He named the dome “Sky”. Even-
ing passed and morning came — that was 
the second day.

9 Then God commanded, “Let the water 
below the sky come together in one place, 
so that the land will appear” — and it was 
done. 10 He named the land “Earth”, and 
the water which had come together he 

See also: 1.6–8: 2 Pet 3.5

GENESIS
It’s all about ... BEGINNINGS
The name Genesis means “origin” and that’s what this book is all 
about: the creation of the universe, including the Earth and the 
entire human race. Genesis introduces many of the major themes 
of the Bible, such as sin, love, sacrifice and judgement. The book 

tells the stories of the ancestors of the Israelite 
nation — people like Adam, Noah, Abraham, 

Jacob and Joseph. These are known as “the 
patriarchs”, which means “the fathers”. 

God makes promises — known as 
“covenants” — to his people. 

These promises underpin 
God’s relationship with 

his people throughout 
the rest of the Bible. God 
has promised to be with 
them — and he keeps his 
promises.

KEY EVENTS:
Creation (1–2); the sin of 
Adam and Eve (3); Noah 

and the ark (6–9); God’s promises to 
Abraham (12–20); Jacob and Esau (25–27); Jacob’s ladder (28); 
Jacob wrestles God (32); Joseph and his brothers (37–50)

 

1
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4 Old Testament

1

Genesis

named “Sea”. And God was pleased with 
what he saw. 11 Then he commanded, 
“Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, 
those that bear grain and those that bear 
fruit” — and it was done. 12 So the earth 
produced all kinds of plants, and God 
was pleased with what he saw. 13 Evening 
passed and morning came — that was the 
third day.

14 Then God commanded, “Let lights ap-
pear in the sky to separate day from night 
and to show the time when days, years, 
and religious festivals* begin; 15 they will 
shine in the sky to give light to the earth” — 
and it was done. 16 So God made the two 
larger lights, the sun to rule over the day 
and the moon to rule over the night; he 
also made the stars. 17 He placed the lights 
in the sky to shine on the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and the night, and to separate 
light from darkness. And God was pleased 
with what he saw. 19 Evening passed and 
morning came — that was the fourth day.

20 Then God commanded, “Let the water 
be filled with many kinds of living beings, 
and let the air be filled with birds.” 21 So 
God created the great sea monsters, all 
kinds of creatures that live in the water, 
and all kinds of birds. And God was pleased 
with what he saw. 22 He blessed them all 
and told the creatures that live in the water 
to reproduce, and to fill the sea, and he told 

See also: 1.14 religious festivals; or seasons.

the birds to increase in number. 23 Evening 
passed and morning came — that was the 
fifth day.

24 Then God commanded, “Let the earth 
produce all kinds of animal life: domestic 
and wild, large and small” — and it was 
done. 25 So God made them all, and he 
was pleased with what he saw.

26 *Then God said, “And now we will 
make human beings; they will be like us 
and resemble us. They will have power over 
the fish, the birds, and all animals, domes-
tic and wild,* large and small.” 27 *So God 
created human beings, making them to 
be like himself. He created them male and 
female, 28 blessed them, and said, “Have 
many children, so that your descend- 
ants will live all over the earth and bring 
it under their control. I am putting you in 
charge of the fish, the birds, and all the 
wild animals. 29 I have provided all kinds 
of grain and all kinds of fruit for you to 
eat; 30 but for all the wild animals and for 
all the birds I  have provided grass and 
leafy plants for food” — and it was done. 
31 God looked at everything he had made, 
and he was very pleased. Evening passed 
and morning came — that was the sixth 
day.

2  1 And so the whole universe was com-
pleted. 2 *By the seventh day God 

finished what he had been doing and 
stopped working. 3 He blessed the seventh 
day and set it apart as a special day, be-
cause by that day he had completed his 
creation* and stopped working. 4 And that 
is how the universe was created.

The Garden of Eden
When the Lord* God made the universe, 

5 there were no plants on the earth and no 
seeds had sprouted, because he had not 
sent any rain, and there was no one to cul-
tivate the land; 6 but water would come up 
from beneath the surface and water the 
ground.

1.26 One ancient translation animals, domestic and 
wild; Hebrew domestic animals and all the earth.
2.3 by that day he had completed his creation; or on 
that day he completed his creation.
2.4 the Lord: See Lord in Word List

See also: 1.26: 1 Cor 11.7 1.27: Mt 19.4;  
Mk 10.6 1.27–28: Gen 5.1–2 2.2: Heb 4.4, 10  
2.2–3: Ex 20.11

GENESIS  1 ,   2

Let the earth produce all kinds of plants … 
creatures that live in the water (1.11, 21)
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5The Law

1

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Sam.
2 Sam.
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chron.
2 Chron.
Ezra
Nehem.
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Genesis

7 *Then the Lord God took some soil from 
the ground* and formed a man* out of it; 
he breathed life-giving breath into his nos-
trils and the man began to live.

8 Then the Lord God planted a garden 
in Eden, in the East, and there he put the 
man he had formed. 9 *He made all kinds 
of beautiful trees grow there and produce 
good fruit. In the middle of the garden 
stood the tree that gives life and the tree 
that gives knowledge of what is good and 
what is bad.*

10 A stream flowed in Eden and watered 
the garden; beyond Eden it divided into 
four rivers. 11 The first river is the Pishon; it 
flows round the country of Havilah. 12 (Pure 
gold is found there and also rare perfume 
and precious stones.) 13 The second river 
is the Gihon; it flows round the country of 
Cush.* 14 The third river is the Tigris, which 
flows east of Assyria, and the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.

15 Then the Lord God placed the man 
in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and 
guard it. 16 He said to him, “You may eat 
the fruit of any tree in the garden, 17 ex-
cept the tree that gives knowledge of what 
is good and what is bad.* You must not eat 
the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die 
the same day.”

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
for the man to live alone. I will make a suit-
able companion to help him.” 19 So he took 
some soil from the ground and formed all 
the animals and all the birds. Then he 
brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and that is how they 
all got their names. 20 So the man named 
all the birds and all the animals; but not 
one of them was a suitable companion to 
help him.

21 Then the Lord God made the man fall 
into a deep sleep, and while he was sleep-
ing, he took out one of the man's ribs and 
closed up the flesh. 22 He formed a woman 
out of the rib and brought her to him. 
23 Then the man said,

2.7 ground… man: The Hebrew words for “man” and 
“ground” have similar sounds.
2.9, 2.17 knowledge of what is good and what is bad; 
or knowledge of everything.
2.13 Cush (of Mesopotamia); or Ethiopia.

See also: 2.7: 1 Cor 15.45  2.9: Rev 2.7; 22.2, 14

“At last, here is one of my own 
kind —

Bone taken from my bone, and flesh 
from my flesh.

‘Woman’ is her name because she 
was taken out of man.”*

24 *That is why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is united with his wife, 
and they become one.

25 The man and the woman were both 
naked, but they were not embarrassed.

Human Disobedience

3  1 *Now the snake was the most cun-
ning animal that the Lord God had 

made. The snake asked the woman, “Did 
God really tell you not to eat fruit from any 
tree in the garden?”

2 “We may eat the fruit of any tree in the 
garden,” the woman answered, 3 “except 
the tree in the middle of it. God told us not 
to eat the fruit of that tree or even touch it; 
if we do, we will die.”

4 The snake replied, “That's not true; 
you will not die. 5 God said that, because 
he knows that when you eat it you will be 
like God* and know what is good and what 
is bad.”*

6 The woman saw how beautiful the tree 
was and how good its fruit would be to eat, 
and she thought how wonderful it would 
be to become wise. So she took some of 
the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to 

2.23 woman… man: The Hebrew words for “woman” 
and “man” have similar sounds.
3.5 God; or the gods.
3.5 know what is good and what is bad; or know 
everything.

See also: 2.24: Mt 19.5; Mk 10.7–8; 1 Cor 6.16;  
Eph 5.31 3.1: Rev 12.9; 20.2

GENESIS  2 ,   3

How wonderful it would be to become wise 
(3.6)

gnb2014.indb   5 14/11/2013   14:06:08



6 Old Testament

1

Genesis

her husband, and he also ate it. 7 As soon 
as they had eaten it, they were given un-
derstanding and realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together 
and covered themselves.

8 That evening they heard the Lord God 
walking in the garden, and they hid from 
him among the trees. 9 But the Lord God 
called out to the man, “Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I  heard you in the 
garden; I was afraid and hid from you, be-
cause I was naked.”

11 “Who told you that you were naked?” 
God asked. “Did you eat the fruit that I told 
you not to eat?”

12 The man answered, “The woman you 
put here with me gave me the fruit, and 
I ate it.”

13 *The Lord God asked the woman, 
“Why did you do this?”

She replied, “The snake tricked me into 
eating it.”

God Pronounces Judgement
14 Then the Lord God said to the snake, 

“You will be punished for this; you alone of 
all the animals must bear this curse: from 
now on you will crawl on your belly, and 
you will have to eat dust as long as you live. 
15 *I will make you and the woman hate 
each other; her offspring and yours will al-
ways be enemies. Her offspring will crush 
your head, and you will bite her offspring's* 
heel.”

16 And he said to the woman, “I will in-
crease your trouble in pregnancy and your 
pain in giving birth. In spite of this, you will 
still have desire for your husband, yet you 
will be subject to him.”

17 *And he said to the man, “You listened 
to your wife and ate the fruit which I told 
you not to eat. Because of what you have 
done, the ground will be under a curse. You 
will have to work hard all your life to make it 
produce enough food for you. 18 It will pro-
duce weeds and thorns, and you will have 
to eat wild plants. 19 You will have to work 
hard and sweat to make the soil produce 
anything, until you go back to the soil from 
which you were formed. You were made 
from soil, and you will become soil again.”

3.15 her offspring’s; or their.

See also: 3.13: 2 Cor 11.3; 1 Tim 2.14   
3.15: Rev 12.17 3.17–18: Heb 6.8

20 Adam* named his wife Eve,* because 
she was the mother of all human beings. 
21 And the Lord God made clothes out of 
animal skins for Adam and his wife, and he 
clothed them.

Adam and Eve are Sent 
Out of the Garden

22 *Then the Lord God said, “Now the 
man has become like one of us and has 
knowledge of what is good and what is 
bad.* He must not be allowed to take fruit 
from the tree that gives life, eat it, and live 
for ever.” 23 So the Lord God sent him out 
of the Garden of Eden and made him cul-
tivate the soil from which he had been 
formed. 24 Then at the east side of the gar-
den he put living creatures* and a flaming 
sword which turned in all directions. This 
was to keep anyone from coming near the 
tree that gives life.

Cain and Abel

4   1 Then Adam had intercourse with his 
wife, and she became pregnant. She 

bore a son and said, “By the Lord's help 
I have acquired a son.” So she named him 
Cain.* 2 Later she gave birth to another son, 
Abel. Abel became a shepherd, but Cain was 
a farmer. 3 After some time, Cain brought 
some of his harvest and gave it as an offer-
ing to the Lord. 4 *Then Abel brought the 
first lamb born to one of his sheep, killed 
it, and gave the best parts of it as an offer-
ing. The Lord was pleased with Abel and his 
offering, 5 but he rejected Cain and his offer-
ing. Cain became furious, and he scowled in 
anger. 6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you angry? Why that scowl on your face? 
7 If you had done the right thing, you would 
be smiling;* but because you have done evil, 
sin is crouching at your door. It wants to rule 
you, but you must overcome it.”

3.20 Adam: This name in Hebrew means “humanity”.
3.20 Eve: This name sounds similar to the Hebrew 
word for “living”, which is rendered in this context as 
“human beings”.
3.22 knowledge of what is good and what is bad; or 
knowledge of everything.
3.24 living creatures: See Word List.
4.1 Cain: This name sounds like the Hebrew for 
“acquired”.
4.7 you would be smiling; or I would have accepted 
your offering.

See also: 3.22: Rev 22.14 4.4: Heb 11.4

GENESIS   3,  4
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8 *Then Cain said to his brother Abel, 
“Let's go out in the fields.”* When they 
were out in the fields, Cain turned on his 
brother and killed him.

9 The Lord asked Cain, “Where is your 
brother Abel?”

He answered, “I don't know. Am I sup-
posed to take care of my brother?”

10 *Then the Lord said, “Why have you 
done this terrible thing? Your brother's 
blood is crying out to me from the ground, 
like a voice calling for revenge. 11 You are 
placed under a curse and can no longer 
farm the soil. It has soaked up your broth-
er's blood as if it had opened its mouth to 
receive it when you killed him. 12 If you try 
to grow crops, the soil will not produce an-
ything; you will be a homeless wanderer on 
the earth.”

13 And Cain said to the Lord, “This pun-
ishment is too hard for me to bear. 14 You 
are driving me off the land and away from 
your presence. I will be a homeless wan-
derer on the earth, and anyone who finds 
me will kill me.”

15 But the Lord answered, “No. If anyone 
kills you, seven lives will be taken in re-
venge.” So the Lord put a mark on Cain to 
warn anyone who met him not to kill him. 

4.8 Some ancient translations Let's go out in the 
fields; Hebrew does not have these words.

See also: 4.8: Mt 23.35; Lk 11.51; 1 Jn 3.12  
4.10: Heb 12.24

16 And Cain went away from the Lord's 
presence and lived in a land called “Wan-
dering”, which is east of Eden.

The Descendants of Cain
17 Cain and his wife had a son and 

named him Enoch. Then Cain built a city 
and named it after his son. 18 Enoch had 
a son named Irad, who was the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael had a son named 
Methushael, who was the father of La-
mech. 19 Lamech had two wives, Adah and 
Zillah. 20 Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was 
the ancestor of those who raise livestock 
and live in tents. 21 His brother was Jubal, 
the ancestor of all musicians who play the 
harp and the flute. 22 Zillah gave birth to 
Tubal Cain, who made all kinds of tools* 
out of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal 
Cain was Naamah.

23 Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah, listen to me: I have 

killed a young man because he 
struck me.

 24 *If seven lives are taken to pay for 
killing Cain,

77 will be taken if anyone kills me.”

Seth and Enosh
25 Adam and his wife had another son. 

She said, “God has given me a son to replace 
Abel, whom Cain killed.” So she named him 
Seth.* 26 Seth had a son whom he named 
Enosh. It was then that people began using 
the Lord's holy name in worship.

The Descendants of Adam 
(1 Chr 1.1–4)

5  1 *This is the list of the descendants 
of Adam. (When God created human 

beings, he made them like himself. 2 *He 
created them male and female, bless-
ed them, and named them “Humanity”.) 
3 When Adam was 130 years old, he had a 
son who was like him, and he named him 
Seth. 4 After that, Adam lived another 800 
years. He had other children 5 and died at 
the age of 930.

4.22 who made all kinds of tools; one ancient 
translation ancestor of all metalworkers.
4.25 Seth: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “has 
given”.

See also: 4.24: Mt 18.22 5.1–2: Gen 1.27–28  
5.2: Mt 19.4; Mk 10.6

GENESIS  4 ,   5

Why that scowl on your face? (4.6)
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The Israelites are Treated 
Cruelly in Egypt

1  1 *The sons of Ja cob who went to Egypt 
with him, each with his family, were 

2 Reu ben, Sime on, Levi, Ju dah, 3 Is sachar, 
Zebulun, Ben jamin, 4 Dan, Naph tali, Gad, 
and Asher. 5 The total number of these 
people dir ectly descended from Ja cob was 
seventy.* His son Jo seph was already in 
Egypt. 6 In the course of time Jo seph, his 
brothers, and all the rest of that genera tion 
died, 7 *but their descendants, the Israel-
ites, had many childr en and became so 
numerous and strong that Egypt was filled 
with them.

8 *Then, a new king, who knew nothing 
about Jo seph, came to power in Egypt. 
9 He said to his people, “These Israel ites 
are so numerous and strong that they are 
a threat to us. 10 *In case of war they might 
join our enemies in order to fight against 

1.5 One an cient trans la tion 75 (see Acts 7.14).

See also: 1.1–4: Gen 46.8–27 1.7: Acts 7.17  
1.8: Acts 7.18 1.10: Acts 7.19

us, and might escape from* the coun try.  
We must find some way to keep them from 
becoming even more numerous.” 11 So the 
Egyptians put slave- drivers over them to 
crush their spirits with hard labour. The 
Israel ites built the cities of Pi thom and 
Ra meses to serve as supply centres for 
the king. 12 But the more the Egyptians 
opp ressed the Israel ites, the more they in-
creased in number and the further they 
spread through the land. The Egyptians 
came to fear the Israel ites 13-14 and made 
their lives miser able by forcing them into 
cruel slavery. They made them work on 
their building projects and in their fields, 
and they had no mercy on them.

15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to Shiph-
rah and Pu ah, the two mid wives who 
helped the Heb rew women. 16 “When you 
help the Heb rew women give birth,” he 
said to them, “kill the baby if it is a boy; 
but if it is a girl, let it live.” 17 But the mid-
wives feared God and so did not obey the 

1.10 escape from; or take control of.

 2 EXODUS
It’s all about ... RESCUE
The name Exodus means “exit”, and the book tells the story of 
how God rescues his people from slavery in Egypt. The “hero” 
of the book is Moses, the Israe lite raised as an Egyptian, who 

becomes the first freedom 
fighter of his people.

KEY EVENTS:
Moses meets God in the desert 
(1–4); Moses confronts the 

King and God sends the ten 
plagues (5–11); Passover and  
the escape from Egypt (12–18);  
God gives the Ten 

Commandments and the Law at 
Mount Sinai (19–24); laws about 
worship (25–40)
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king; instead, they let the boys live. 18 So 
the king sent for the mid wives and asked 
them, “Why are you doing this? Why are 
you letting the boys live?”

19 They an swered, “The Heb rew women 
are not like Egyptian women; they give 
birth easily, and their babies are born be-
fore either of us gets there.” 20-21 Because 
the mid wives feared God, he was good to 
them and gave them families of their own. 
And the Israel ites continued to increase 
and be come strong. 22 *Finally the king is-
sued a command to all his people: “Take 
every newborn Heb rew boy and throw him 
into the Nile, but let all the girls live.”

The Birth of Moses

2  1 During this time a man from the 
tribe of Levi married a woman of his 

own tribe, 2 *and she bore him a son. When 
she saw what a fine baby he was, she hid 
him for three months. 3 But when she could 
not hide him any longer, she took a bas-
ket made of reeds and covered it with tar 
to make it water tight. She put the baby in 
it and then placed it in the tall grass at the 
edge of the river. 4 The baby's sister stood 
some distance away to see what would 
happen to him.

5 The king's daughter came down to the 
river to bathe, while her servants walked 
along the bank. Suddenly she noticed the 
basket in the tall grass and sent a slave 
woman to get it. 6 The princess opened it 
and saw a baby boy. He was crying, and 
she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the 
Heb rew babies,” she said.

7 Then his sister asked her, “Shall I  go 
and call a Heb rew woman to act as a wet 
nurse?”

8 “Please do,” she an swered. So the girl 
went and brought the baby's own mother. 
9 The princess told the woman, “Take this 
baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay 
you.” So she took the baby and nursed him. 
10 *Later, when the child was old enough, 
she took him to the king's daughter, who 
adopted him as her own son. She said to 
herself, “I pulled him out of the water, and 
so I name him Moses.”*

2.10 Moses: This name sounds like the Heb rew for 
“pull out”.

See also: 1.22: Acts 7.19  2.2: Acts 7.20; Heb 11.23
2.10: 7.21

Moses Escapes to Midian
11 *When Moses had grown up, he went 

out to visit his people, the Heb rews, and 
he saw how they were forced to do hard 
labour. He even saw an Egyptian kill a Heb-
rew, one of Moses' own people. 12 Moses 
looked all round, and when he saw that 
no one was watching, he killed the Egyp-
tian and hid his body in the sand. 13 The 
next day he went back and saw two Heb-
rew men fighting. He said to the one who 
was in the wrong, “Why are you beat ing up 
a fellow-Heb rew?”

14 The man an swered, “Who made you 
our ruler and judge? Are you going to kill 
me just as you killed that Egyptian?” Then 
Moses was afraid and said to him self, 
“People have found out what I have done.” 
15-16 *When the king heard about what 
had happened, he tried to have Moses 
killed, but Moses fled and went to live in 
the land of Mid ian.

One day, when Moses was sitting by a 
well, seven daughters of Jeth ro, the priest 
of Mid ian, came to draw water and fill 
the troughs for their father's sheep and 
goats. 17 But some shepherds drove Jeth-
ro's daughters away. Then Moses went to 
their rescue and watered their ani mals for 
them. 18 When they returned to their fa-
ther, he asked, “Why have you come back 
so early today?”

19 “An Egyptian rescued us from the shep-
herds,” they an swered, “and he even drew 
water for us and watered our ani mals.”

See also: 2.11: Heb 11.24 2.11–14: Acts 7.23–28   
2.15: Acts 7.29; Heb 11.27

EXODUS   1,  2

The king’s daughter … noticed the basket 
(2.5)

gnb2014.indb   55 14/11/2013   14:06:18



56 Old Testament

Genesis

2

Exodus

20 “Where is he?” he asked his daughters. 
“Why did you leave the man out there? Go 
and inv ite him to eat with us.”

21 So Moses agreed to live there, and 
Jeth ro gave him his daughter Zip porah in 
marriage, 22 who bore him a son. Moses 
said to him self, “I am a foreigner in this 
land, and so I name him Ger shom.”*

23 Years later the king of Egypt died, but 
the Israel ites were still groaning under 
their slavery and cried out for help. Their 
cry went up to God, 24 *who heard their 
groaning and remembered his covenant 
with Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob. 25 He 
saw the slavery of the Israel ites and was 
concerned for them.*

God Calls Moses

3  1 One day while Moses was taking care 
of the sheep and goats of his father- in- 

law Jeth ro, the priest of Mid ian, he led the 
flock across the desert and came to Sinai, 
the holy mountain. 2 *There the angel of 
the Lord ap peared to him as a flame com-
ing from the middle of a bush. Moses saw 
that the bush was on fire but that it was not 
burning up. 3 “This is strange,” he thought. 
“Why isn't the bush burning up? I will go 
closer and see.”

4 When the Lord saw that Moses was 
coming closer, he called to him from the 
middle of the bush and said, “Moses! 
Moses!”

He an swered, “Yes, here I am.”
5 God said, “Do not come any closer. Take 

off your sandals, because you are stand-
ing on holy ground. 6 I am the God of your 
an ces tors, the God of Abra ham, Isaac, and 
Ja cob.” So Moses covered his face, because 
he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have seen how cru-
elly my people are being treated in Egypt; 
I have heard them cry out to be rescued 
from their slave- drivers. I  know all about 
their sufferings, 8 and so I have come down 
to rescue them from the Egyptians and to 
bring them out of Egypt to a spacious land, 
one which is rich and fertile and in which 
the Can aan ites, the Hit tites, the Am or ites, 

2.22 Ger shom: This name sounds like the Heb rew for 
“foreigner”.
2.25 was concerned for them; one an cient trans la tion 
revealed him self to them.

See also: 2.24: Gen 15.13–14 3.2–10: Acts 7.30–34

the Periz zites, the Hiv ites, and the Jebus ites 
now live. 9 I have indeed heard the cry of 
my people, and I see how the Egyptians are 
opp ressing them. 10 Now I am sending you 
to the king of Egypt so that you can lead my 
people out of his coun try.”

11 But Moses said to God, “I am nobody. 
How can I go to the king and bring the 
Israel ites out of Egypt?”

12 God an swered, “I will be with you, and 
when you bring the people out of Egypt, 
you will wor ship me on this mountain. That 
will be the proof that I have sent you.”

13 *But Moses replied, “When I go to the 
Israel ites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your an ces tors sent me to you,’ they will 
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ So what can 
I tell them?”

14 *God said, “I  am who I  am. This is 
what you must say to them: ‘The one who 
is called I AM* has sent me to you.’ 15 Tell 
the Israel ites that I, the Lord, the God 
of their an ces tors, the God of Abra ham, 
Isaac, and Ja cob, have sent you to them. 
This is my name for ever; this is what all fu-
ture genera tions are to call me. 16 Go and 

3.14 I am who I am… I AM; or I will be who I will 
be… I WILL BE. “I am” sounds like the Heb rew name 
Yahweh, tradi tion ally trans literated as Jeho vah. This 
name is represent ed in this trans la tion by “the Lord” in 
capital letters, follow ing a usage which is wide spread 
in English ver sions.

See also: 3.13: Ex 6.2–3 3.14: Rev 1.4, 8

EXODUS   2,  3

I AM … This is my name for ever (3.14–15)
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gather the leaders of Israel together and 
tell them that I, the Lord, the God of their 
an ces tors, the God of Abra ham, Isaac, and 
Ja cob, ap peared to you. Tell them that 
I have come to them and have seen what 
the Egyptians are doing to them. 17 I have 
decided that I will bring them out of Egypt, 
where they are being treated cruelly, and 
will take them to a rich and fertile land — 
the land of the Can aan ites, the Hit tites, 
the Am or ites, the Periz zites, the Hiv ites, 
and the Jebus ites.

18 “My people will listen to what you say 
to them. Then you must go with the lead-
ers of Israel to the king of Egypt and say to 
him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Heb rews, 
has revealed him self to us. Now allow us to 
travel for three days into the desert to offer 
sacrifices to the Lord, our God.’ 19 I know 
that the king of Egypt will not let you go 
un less he is forced to do so. 20 But I will use 
my power and will punish Egypt by doing 
ter rifying things there. After that he will let 
you go.

21 *“I will make the Egyptians respect you 
so that when my people leave, they will 
not go empty-handed. 22 Every Israe lite 
woman will go to her Egyptian neigh-
bours and to any Egyptian woman living 
in her house and will ask for clothing and 
for gold and silver jewellery. The Israel-
ites will put these things on their sons and 
daughters and carry away the wealth of 
the Egyptians.”

God Gives Moses Miraculous Power

4  1 Then Moses an swered the Lord, “But 
suppose the Israel ites do not believe 

me and will not listen to what I say. What 
shall I do if they say that you did not ap-
pear to me?”

2 So the Lord asked him, “What are you 
holding?”

“A stick,” he an swered.
3 The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.” 

When Moses threw it down, it turned into 
a snake, and he ran away from it. 4 Then 
the Lord said to Moses, “Bend down and 
pick it up by the tail.” So Moses bent down 
and caught it, and it became a stick again. 
5 The Lord said, “Do this to prove to the 
Israel ites that the Lord, the God of their 

See also:  3.21–22: Ex 12.35–36

an ces tors, the God of Abra ham, Isaac, and 
Ja cob, has ap peared to you.”

6 The Lord spoke to Moses again, “Put 
your hand inside your robe.” Moses obeyed; 
and when he took his hand out, it was dis-
eased, covered with white spots, like snow. 
7 Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside 
your robe again.” He did so, and when he 
took it out this time, it was healthy, just 
like the rest of his body. 8 The Lord said, “If 
they will not believe you or be convinced by 
the first mira cle, then this one will convince 
them. 9 If in spite of these two mira cles they 
still will not believe you, and if they refuse 
to listen to what you say, take some water 
from the Nile and pour it on the ground. 
The water will turn into blood.”

10 But Moses said, “No, Lord, don't send 
me. I have never been a good speaker, and 
I haven't be come one since you began to 
speak to me. I am a poor speaker, slow and 
hesit ant.”

11 The Lord said to him, “Who gives man 
his mouth? Who makes him deaf or dumb? 
Who gives him sight or makes him blind? It 
is I, the Lord. 12 Now, go! I will help you to 
speak, and I will tell you what to say.”

13 But Moses an swered, “No, Lord, please 
send someone else.”

14 At this the Lord became angry with 
Moses and said, “What about your brother 
Aaron, the Lev ite? I know that he can speak 
well. In fact, he is now coming to meet you 
and will be glad to see you. 15 You can 
speak to him and tell him what to say. I will 
help both of you to speak, and I will tell you 
both what to do. 16 He will be your spokes-
man and speak to the people for you. Then 
you will be like God, tell ing him what to say. 
17 Take this stick with you; for with it you will 
perform mira cles.”

Moses Returns to Egypt
18 Then Moses went back to Jeth ro, his 

father- in- law, and said to him, “Please let 
me go back to my relatives in Egypt to see 

EXODUS   3,  4

To prove … that the Lord … has appeared 
to you (4.5)
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if they are still alive.” Jeth ro agreed and 
said good bye to him.

19 While Moses was still in Mid ian, the 
Lord said to him, “Go back to Egypt, for 
all those who wanted to kill you are dead.” 
20 So Moses took his wife and his sons, put 
them on a donkey, and set out with them 
for Egypt, carrying the stick that God had 
told him to take.

21 Again the Lord said to Moses, “Now 
that you are going back to Egypt, be sure 
to perform before the king all the mira cles 
which I have given you the power to do. 
But I will make the king stub born, and he 
will not let the people go. 22 Then you must 
tell him that I, the Lord, say, ‘Israel is my 
first born son. 23 *I told you to let my son 
go, so that he might wor ship me, but you 
refused. Now I am going to kill your first-
born son.’ ”

24 At a camping place on the way to 
Egypt, the Lord met Moses and tried to 
kill him. 25-26 Then Zip porah, his wife, took 
a sharp stone, cut off the foreskin of her 
son, and touched Moses' feet* with it. Be-
cause of the rite of circumcision she said to 
Moses, “You are a husband of blood to me.” 
And so the Lord spared Moses' life.

27 Meanwhile the Lord had said to 
Aaron, “Go into the desert to meet Moses.” 
So he went to meet him at the holy moun-
tain; and when he met him, he kissed him. 
28 Then Moses told Aaron every thing that 
the Lord had said when he told him to re-
turn to Egypt; he also told him about the 
mira cles which the Lord had ordered him 
to perform. 29 So Moses and Aaron went 
to Egypt and gathered all the Israe lite 
leaders together. 30 Aaron told them every-
thing that the Lord had said to Moses, and 
then Moses performed all the mira cles in 
front of the people. 31 They believed, and 
when they heard that the Lord had come 
to them and had seen how they were 
being treated cruelly, they bowed down 
and wor ship ped.

Moses and Aaron before 
the King of Egypt

5  1 Then Moses and Aaron went to the 
king of Egypt and said, “The Lord, the 

4.25–26 feet: This reference to “feet” is thought by 
some to be a euphemism for the gen itals.

See also: 4.23: Ex 12.29

God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go, so 
that they can hold a festival in the desert 
to honour me.’ ”

2 “Who is the Lord?” the king demanded. 
“Why should I listen to him and let Israel 
go? I do not know the Lord; and I will not 
let Israel go.”

3 Moses and Aaron replied, “The God of 
the Heb rews has revealed him self to us. 
Allow us to travel for three days into the 
desert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our 
God. If we don't do so, he will kill us with 
disease or by war.”

4 The king said to Moses and Aaron, 
“What do you mean by making the people 
neglect their work? Get those slaves back 
to work! 5 You people have be come more 
numerous than the Egyptians. And now 
you want to stop working!”

6 That same day the king commanded 
the Egyptian slave- drivers and the Israe lite 
foremen: 7 “Stop giving the people straw 
for making bricks. Make them go and find 
it for themselves. 8 But still require them 
to make the same number of bricks as 
before, not one brick less. They haven't 
enough work to do, and that is why they 
keep asking me to let them go and offer 
sacrifices to their God! 9 Make these peo-
ple work harder and keep them busy, so 
that they won't have time to listen to a 
pack of lies.”

10 The slave- drivers and the Israe lite fore-
men went out and said to the Israel ites, 
“The king has said that he will not sup-
ply you with any more straw. 11 He says 
that you must go and get it for your selves 
wher ever you can find it, but you must still 
make the same number of bricks.” 12 So 
the people went all over Egypt looking for 
straw. 13 The slave- drivers kept try ing to 
force them to make the same number of 
bricks every day as they had made when 
they were given straw. 14 The Egyptian 
slave- drivers beat the Israe lite foremen, 
whom they had put in charge of the work. 
They demanded, “Why aren't you people  
making the same number of bricks as you 
made before?”

15 Then the foremen went to the king 
and com plained, “Why do you do this to 
us, Your Majesty? 16 We are given no straw, 
but we are still ordered to make bricks! And 
now we are being beaten. It is your people 
that are at fault.”

EXODUS   4,  5
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17 The king an swered, “You are lazy and 
don't want to work, and that is why you 
ask me to let you go and offer sacrifices to 
the Lord. 18 Now get back to work! You will 
not be given any straw, but you must still 
make the same number of bricks.” 19 The 
foremen reali zed that they were in trouble  
when they were told that they had to make 
the same number of bricks every day as 
they had made before.

20 As they were leaving, they met Moses 
and Aaron, who were waiting for them. 
21 They said to Moses and Aaron, “The 
Lord has seen what you have done and 
will punish you for making the king and his 
officers hate us. You have given them an 
excuse to kill us.”

Moses Complains to the Lord
22 Then Moses turned to the Lord again 

and said, “Lord, why do you ill- treat your 
people? Why did you send me here? 23 Ever 
since I went to the king to speak for you, 
he has treated them cruelly. And you have 
done nothing to help them!”

6  1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now 
you are going to see what I will do to 

the king. I will force him to let my people 
go. In fact, I will force him to drive them 
out of his land.”

God Calls Moses
2 *God spoke to Moses and said, “I am the 

Lord. 3 I ap peared to Abra ham, to Isaac, 
and to Ja cob as Almighty God, but I did not 
make myself known to them by my holy 
name, the Lord.* 4 I also made my covenant 
with them, promising to give them the land 
of Can aan, the land in which they had lived 
as foreigners. 5 Now I have heard the groan-
ing of the Israel ites, whom the Egyptians 
have enslaved, and I have remembered my 
covenant. 6 So tell the Israel ites that I say to 
them, ‘I am the Lord; I will rescue you and 
set you free from your slavery to the Egyp-
tians. I will raise my mighty arm to bring 
ter rible punishment upon them, and I will 
save you. 7 I will make you my own people, 
and I will be your God. You will know that 
I am the Lord your God when I set you free 
from slavery in Egypt. 8 I will bring you to 
the land that I solemnly promised to give to 

6.3 the Lord: See 3.14.

See also: 6.2–3: Gen 17.1; 28.3; 35.11; Ex 3.13–15

Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob; and I will give 
it to you as your own possession. I am the 
Lord.’ ” 9 Moses told this to the Israel ites, 
but they would not listen to him, because 
their spirit had been broken by their cruel 
slavery.

10 Then the Lord said to Moses, 11 “Go 
and tell the king of Egypt that he must let 
the Israel ites leave his land.”

12 But Moses replied, “Even the Israel-
ites will not listen to me, so why should the 
king? I am such a poor speaker.”

13 The Lord commanded Moses and 
Aaron: “Tell the Israel ites and the king of 
Egypt that I have ordered you to lead the 
Israel ites out of Egypt.”

The Family Record of 
Moses and Aaron

14 Reu ben, Ja cob's first born, had four 
sons: Ha noch, Pal lu, Hez ron, and Car mi; 
they were the an ces tors of the clans that 
bear their names. 15 Sime on had six sons: 
Jemu el, Jamin, Ohad, Ja chin, Zohar, and 
Shaul, the son of a Can aan ite woman; 
they were the an ces tors of the clans that 
bear their names. 16 *Levi had three sons: 
Ger shon, Ko hath, and Merari; they were 
the an ces tors of the clans that bear their 
names. Levi lived 137 years. 17 Ger shon had 
two sons: Lib ni and Shimei, and they had 
many descendants. 18 Ko hath had four 
sons: Am ram, Iz har, Heb ron, and Uzzi el. 
Ko hath lived 133 years. 19 Merari had two 
sons: Mah li and Mu shi. These are the clans 
of Levi with their descendants.

20 Am ram married his father's sister Jo-
chebed, who bore him Aaron and Moses. 
Am ram lived 137 years. 21 Iz har had three 
sons: Korah, Ne pheg, and Zichri. 22 Uzzi-
el also had three sons: Mi shael, El zaphan, 
and Sith ri.

23 Aaron married Eli sheba, the daugh-
ter of Am mina dab and sister of Nah shon; 
she bore him Na dab, Abi hu, Ele azar, and 
Itha mar. 24 Korah had three sons: As sir, 
El kanah, and Abi asaph; they were the an-
ces tors of the divisions of the clan of Korah. 
25 Ele azar, Aaron's son, married one of 
Puti el's daughters, who bore him Phine-
has. These were the heads of the families 
and the clans of the tribe of Levi.

See also: 6.16–19: Num 3.17–20; 26.57–58;  
1 Chr 6.16–19
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26 Aaron and Moses were the ones to 
whom the Lord said, “Lead the tribes of  
Israel out of Egypt.” 27 They were the men 
who told the king of Egypt to free the 
Israel ites.

The Lord's Command to 
Moses and Aaron

28 When the Lord spoke to Moses in the 
land of Egypt, 29 he said, “I am the Lord. 
Tell the king of Egypt every thing I tell you.”

30 But Moses an swered, “You know that 
I am such a poor speaker; why should the 
king listen to me?”

7   1 The Lord said, “I am going to make 
you like God to the king, and your 

brother Aaron will speak to him as your 
prophet. 2 Tell Aaron every thing I  com-
mand you, and he will tell the king to let 
the Israel ites leave his coun try. 3-4 *But 
I will make the king stub born, and he will 
not listen to you, no matter how many 
ter rifying things I  do in Egypt. Then 
I will bring severe punishment on Egypt 
and lead the tribes of my people out of 
the land. 5 The Egyptians will then know 
that I am the Lord, when I raise my hand 
against them and bring the Israel ites out 
of their coun try.” 6 Moses and Aaron did 
what the Lord commanded. 7 At the time 
when they spoke to the king, Moses was 
eighty years old, and Aaron was 83.

Aaron's Stick
8 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

9 “If the king demands that you prove 
your selves by performing a mira cle, tell 
Aaron to take his stick and throw it down 
in front of the king, and it will turn into 
a snake.” 10 So Moses and Aaron went to 
the king and did as the Lord had com-
manded. Aaron threw his stick down in 
front of the king and his officers, and it 
turned into a snake. 11 Then the king 
called for his wise men and magicians, 
and by their magic they did the same 
thing. 12 They threw down their sticks, and 
the sticks turned into snakes. But Aaron's 
stick swallowed theirs. 13 The king, how-
ever, remained stub born and, just as the 
Lord had said, the king would not listen to 
Moses and Aaron.

See also: 7.3: Acts 7.36

Disasters Strike Egypt
Blood

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “The 
king is very stub born and refuses to let the 
people go. 15 So go and meet him in the 
morning when he goes down to the Nile. 
Take with you the stick that was turned into 
a snake, and wait for him on the bank of 
the river. 16 Then say to the king, ‘The Lord, 
the God of the Heb rews, sent me to tell you 
to let his people go, so that they can wor-
ship him in the desert. But until now you 
have not listened. 17 *Now, Your Majesty, 
the Lord says that you will find out who 
he is by what he is going to do. Look, I am 
going to strike the surface of the river with 
this stick, and the water will be turned into 
blood. 18 The fish will die, and the river will 
stink so much that the Egyptians will not be 
able to drink from it.’ ”

19 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron to 
take his stick and hold it out over all the riv-
ers, canals, and pools in Egypt. The water 
will be come blood, and all over the land 
there will be blood, even in the wood en 
tubs and stone jars.”

20 Then Moses and Aaron did as the 
Lord commanded. In the presence of the 
king and his officers, Aaron raised his stick 
and struck the surface of the river, and 
all the water in it was turned into blood. 
21 The fish in the river died, and it smelt 
so bad that the Egyptians could not drink 
from it. There was blood every where in 
Egypt. 22 Then the king's magicians did 
the same thing by means of their magic, 
and the king was as stub born as ever.  
Just as the Lord had said, the king refused 
to listen to Moses and Aaron. 23 Instead, 
he turned and went back to his palace 
with out paying any attention even to  
this. 24 All the Egyptians dug along the 
bank of the river for drinking water, be-
cause they were not able to drink water 
from the river.

25 Seven days passed after the Lord 
struck the river.

Frogs

8  1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go 
to the king and tell him that the Lord 

says, ‘Let my people go, so that they can 
wor ship me. 2 If you refuse, I will punish 

See also: 7.17: Rev 16.4
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your coun try by covering it with frogs. 3 The 
Nile will be so full of frogs that they will 
leave it and go into your palace, your bed-
room, your bed, the houses of your officials 
and your people, and even into your ovens 
and baking pans. 4 They will jump up on 
you, your people, and all your officials.’ ”

5 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron to 
hold out his stick over the rivers, the canals, 
and the pools, and make frogs come up 
and cover the land of Egypt.” 6 So Aaron 
held it out over all the water, and the frogs 
came out and covered the land. 7 But the 
magicians used magic, and they too made 
frogs come up on the land.

8 The king called for Moses and Aaron 
and said, “Pray to the Lord to take away 
these frogs, and I will let your people go, so 
that they can offer sacrifices to the Lord.”

9 Moses replied, “I will be glad to pray for 
you. Just set the time when I am to pray for 
you, your officers, and your people. Then 
you will be rid of the frogs, and there will 
be none left ex cept in the Nile.”

10 The king an swered, “Pray for me 
tomorrow.”

Moses said, “I  will do as you ask, and 
then you will know that there is no other 
god like the Lord, our God. 11 You, your of-
ficials, and your people will be rid of the 
frogs, and there will be none left ex cept in 
the Nile.” 12 Then Moses and Aaron left the 
king, and Moses prayed to the Lord to take 
away the frogs which he had brought on 
the king. 13 The Lord did as Moses asked, 
and the frogs in the houses, the court-
yards, and the fields died. 14 The Egyptians 

piled them up in great heaps, until the land 
stank with them. 15 When the king saw that 
the frogs were dead, he became stub born 
again and, just as the Lord had said, the 
king would not listen to Moses and Aaron.

Gnats
16 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron 

to strike the ground with his stick, and all 
over the land of Egypt the dust will change 
into gnats.” 17 So Aaron struck the ground 
with his stick, and all the dust in Egypt was 
turned into gnats, which covered the peo-
ple and the ani mals. 18 The magicians tried 
to use their magic to make gnats ap pear, 
but they failed. There were gnats every-
where, 19 *and the magicians said to the 
king, “God has done this!” But the king was 
stub born and, just as the Lord had said, 
the king would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron.

Flies
20 The Lord said to Moses, “Early tomor-

row morning go and meet the king as he 
goes to the river, and tell him that the Lord 
says, ‘Let my people go, so that they can 
wor ship me. 21 I warn you that if you re-
fuse, I will punish you by sending flies on 
you, your officials, and your people. The 
houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies, 
and the ground will be covered with them. 
22 But I will spare the region of Go shen, 
where my people live, so that there will be 
no flies there. I will do this so that you will 
know that I, the Lord, am at work in this 
land. 23 I will make a distinction* between 
my people and your people. This mira cle 
will take place tomorrow.’ ” 24 The Lord 
sent great swarms of flies into the king's 
palace and the houses of his officials. The 
whole land of Egypt was brought to ruin 
by the flies.

25 Then the king called for Moses and 
Aaron and said, “Go and offer sacrifices to 
your God here in this coun try.”

26 “It would not be right to do that,” 
Moses an swered, “because the Egyptians 
would be offended by our sacrificing the 
ani mals that we offer to the Lord our God. 
If we use these ani mals and offend the 

8.23 Some an cient trans lations a distinction; Heb rew 
redemption.

See also: 8.19: Lk 11.20
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Egyptians by sacrificing them where they 
can see us, they will stone us to death. 
27 We must travel three days into the de-
sert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God, 
just as he commanded us.”

28 The king said, “I will let you go to sacri-
fice to the Lord, your God, in the desert, if 
you do not go very far. Pray for me.”

29 Moses an swered, “As soon as I leave, 
I will pray to the Lord that tomorrow the 
flies will leave you, your officials, and your 
people. But you must not deceive us again 
and prevent the people from going to sac-
rifice to the Lord.”

30 Moses left the king and prayed to the 
Lord, 31 and the Lord did as Moses asked. 
The flies left the king, his officials, and his 
people; not one fly remained. 32 But even 
this time the king became stub born, and 
again he would not let the people go.

Death of the Animals

9  1 The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the 
king and tell him that the Lord, the 

God of the Heb rews, says, ‘Let my people 
go, so that they may wor ship me. 2 If you 
again refuse to let them go, 3 I will pun-
ish you by sending a ter rible disease on all 
your ani mals — your horses, donkeys, cam-
els, cattle, sheep, and goats. 4 I will make 
a distinction between the ani mals of the 
Israel ites and those of the Egyptians, and 
no ani mal that belongs to the Israel ites will 
die. 5 I, the Lord, have set tomorrow as the 
time when I will do this.’ ”

6 The next day the Lord did as he had 
said, and all the ani mals of the Egyp-
tians died, but not one of the ani mals of 
the Israel ites died. 7 The king asked what 
had happened and was told that none 
of the ani mals of the Israel ites had died. 
But he was stub born and would not let the  
people go.

Boils
8 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

“Take a few handfuls of ashes from a fur-
nace; Moses shall throw them into the air 
in front of the king. 9 They will spread out 
like fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and 
every where they will produce boils that 
be come open sores on the people and the 
ani mals.” 10 *So they got some ashes and 

See also: 9.10: Rev 16.2

stood before the king; Moses threw them 
into the air, and they produced boils that 
became open sores on the people and the 
ani mals. 11 The magicians were not able 
to ap pear before Moses, because they 
were covered with boils, like all the other 
Egyptians. 12 But the Lord made the king 
stub born and, just as the Lord had said, 
the king would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron.

Hail
13 The Lord then said to Moses, “Early to-

morrow morning meet with the king and 
tell him that the Lord, the God of the Heb-
rews, says, ‘Let my people go, so that they 
may wor ship me. 14 This time I will pun-
ish not only your officials and your people, 
but I will punish you as well, so that you 
may know that there is no one like me in 
all the world. 15 If I had raised my hand 
to strike you and your people with dis-
ease, you would have been com pletely 
destroyed. 16 *But to show you my power 
I have let you live so that my fame might 
spread over the whole world. 17 Yet you are 
still ar ro gant and refuse to let my people 
go. 18 This time tomorrow I will cause a 
heavy hail storm, such as Egypt has never 
known in all its history. 19 Now give orders 
for your livestock and every thing else you 
have in the open to be put under shelter. 
Hail will fall on the people and ani mals left 
outside un pro tect ed, and they will all die.’ ”  
20 Some of the king's officials were afraid 
because of what the Lord had said, and 
they brought their slaves and ani mals in-
doors for shelter. 21 Others, however, paid 
no attention to the Lord's warning and left 
their slaves and ani mals out in the open.

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Raise 
your hand towards the sky, and hail will 
fall over the whole land of Egypt — on the 
people, the ani mals, and all the plants in 
the fields.” 23 So Moses raised his stick to-
wards the sky, and the Lord sent thunder 
and hail, and lightning struck the ground. 
The Lord sent 24 *a heavy hail storm, with 
lightning flashing to and fro. It was the 
worst storm that Egypt had ever known 
in all its history. 25 All over Egypt the hail 
struck down every thing in the open, includ-
ing all the people and all the ani mals. It 

See also: 9.16: Rom 9.17 9.24: Rev 8.7; 16.21
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beat down all the plants in the fields and 
broke all the trees. 26 The region of Go-
shen, where the Israel ites lived, was the 
only place where there was no hail.

27 The king sent for Moses and Aaron and 
said, “This time I have sinned; the Lord is 
in the right, and my people and I are in the 
wrong. 28 Pray to the Lord! We have had 
enough of this thunder and hail! I promise 
to let you go; you don't have to stay here 
any longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I go out 
of the city, I will lift up my hands in prayer 
to the Lord. The thunder will stop, and 
there will be no more hail, so that you may 
know that the earth belongs to the Lord. 
30 But I know that you and your officials 
do not yet fear the Lord God.”

31 The flax and the barley were ruined, 
because the barley was ripe, and the flax 
was budding. 32 But none of the wheat was 
ruined, because it ripens later.

33 Moses left the king, went out of the 
city, and lifted up his hands in prayer to 
the Lord. The thunder, the hail, and the 
rain all stopped. 34 When the king saw 
what had happened, he sinned again. He 
and his officials remained as stub born as 
ever 35 and, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Moses, the king would not let the 
Israel ites go.

Locusts

10  1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go 
and see the king. I have made him 

and his officials stub born, in order that 
I  may perform these mira cles among 
them 2 and in order that you may be able 
to tell your childr en and grandchildr en how 
I made fools of the Egyptians when I per-
formed the mira cles. All of you will know 
that I am the Lord.”

3 So Moses and Aaron went to the king 
and said to him, “The Lord, the God of 
the Heb rews, says ‘How much longer will 
you refuse to submit to me? Let my peo-
ple go, so that they may wor ship me. 4 If 
you keep on refusing, then I will bring lo-
custs into your coun try tomorrow. 5 There 
will be so many that they will com pletely 
cover the ground. They will eat every thing 
that the hail did not destroy, even the trees 
that are left. 6 They will fill your palaces and 
the houses of all your officials and all your 
people. They will be worse than any thing 

your an ces tors ever saw.’ ” Then Moses 
turned and left.

7 The king's officials said to him, “How 
long is this man going to give us trouble? 
Let the Israe lite men go, so that they can 
wor ship the Lord their God. Don't you re al- 
ize that Egypt is ruined?”

8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back 
to the king, and he said to them, “You may 
go and wor ship the Lord your God. But ex-
actly who will go?”

9 Moses an swered, “We will all go, includ-
ing our childr en and our old people. We will 
take our sons and daughters, our sheep 
and goats, and our cattle, because we 
must hold a festival to honour the Lord.”

10 The king said, “I swear by the Lord that 
I will never let you take your women and 
childr en! It is clear that you are plotting 
to revolt. 11 No! Only the men may go and 
wor ship the Lord if that is what you want.” 
With that, Moses and Aaron were driven 
out of the king's presence.

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Raise 
your hand over the land of Egypt to bring 
the locusts. They will come and eat every-
thing that grows, every thing that has 
survived the hail.” 13 So Moses raised his 
stick, and the Lord caused a wind from the 
east to blow on the land all that day and 
all that night. By morning it had brought 
the locusts. 14 *They came in swarms and 
settled over the whole coun try. It was the 
largest swarm of locusts that had ever 
been seen or that ever would be seen 
again. 15 They covered the ground until it 
was black with them; they ate every thing 
that the hail had left, including all the fruit 
on the trees. Not a green thing was left on 
any tree or plant in all the land of Egypt.

16 Then the king hurriedly called Moses 
and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against 
the Lord your God and against you. 17 Now 
forgive my sin this once and pray to the 
Lord your God to take away this fatal pun-
ishment from me.” 18 Moses left the king 
and prayed to the Lord. 19 And the Lord 
changed the east wind into a very strong 
west wind, which picked up the locusts and 
blew them into the Gulf of Suez.* Not one 
locust was left in all Egypt. 20 But the Lord 

10.19 Gulf of Suez: See Red Sea in 13.18.

See also: 10.14–15: Rev 9.2–3
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made the king stub born, and he did not let 
the Israel ites go.

Darkness
21 The Lord then said to Moses, “Raise 

your hand towards the sky, and a dark-
ness thick enough to be felt will cover the 
land of Egypt.” 22 *Moses raised his hand 
towards the sky, and there was total dark-
ness throughout Egypt for three days. 
23 The Egyptians could not see each other, 
and no one left his house during that time. 
But the Israel ites had light where they were 
living.

24 The king called Moses and said, “You 
may go and wor ship the Lord; even your 
women and childr en may go with you. But 
your sheep, goats, and cattle must stay 
here.”

25 Moses an swered, “Then you would 
have to provide us with ani mals for sac-
rifices and burnt offerings to offer to the 
Lord our God. 26 No, we will take our ani-
mals with us; not one will be left behind. 
We ourselves must select the ani mals with 
which to wor ship the Lord our God. And 
until we get there, we will not know what 
ani mals to sacrifice to him.”

27 The Lord made the king stub born, 
and he would not let them go. 28 He said 
to Moses, “Get out of my sight! Don't let 
me ever see you again! On the day I do, 
you will die!”

29 “You are right,” Moses an swered. “You 
will never see me again.”

Moses Announces the 
Death of the Firstborn

11  1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“I will send only one more punish-

ment on the king of Egypt and his people. 
After that he will let you leave. In fact, he 
will drive all of you out of here. 2 Now speak 
to the people of Israel and tell all of them 
to ask their neighbours for gold and silver 
jewellery.” 3 The Lord made the Egyptians 
respect the Israel ites. Indeed, the officials 
and all the people con sidered Moses to be 
a very great man.

4 Moses then said to the king, “The Lord 
says, ‘At about mid night I will go through 
Egypt, 5 and every first born son in Egypt will 
die, from the king's son, who is heir to the 

See also: 10.22: Ps 105.28; Rev 16.10

throne, to the son of the slave woman who 
grinds corn. The first born of all the cattle 
will die also. 6 There will be loud crying all 
over Egypt, such as there has never been 
before or ever will be again. 7 But not even 
a dog will bark at the Israel ites or their ani-
mals. Then you will know that I, the Lord, 
make a distinction between the Egyptians 
and the Israel ites.’ ” 8 Moses concluded by 
saying, “All your officials will come to me 
and bow down before me, and they will 
beg me to take all my people and go away. 
After that, I will leave.” Then in great anger 
Moses left the king.

9 The Lord had said to Moses, “The king 
will continue to refuse to listen to you, in 
order that I may do more of my mira cles 
in Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron performed 
all these mira cles before the king, but the 
Lord made him stub born, and he would 
not let the Israel ites leave his coun try.

The Passover

12  1 *The Lord spoke to Moses and 
Aaron in Egypt: 2 “This month is to 

be the first month of the year for you. 3 Give 
these instructions to the whole communi-
ty of Israel: on the tenth day of this month 
each man must choose either a lamb or a 
young goat for his household. 4 If his fami-
ly is too small to eat a whole ani mal, he and 
his next- door neighbour may share an ani-
mal, in proportion to the number of people 
and the amount that each person can eat. 
5 You may choose either a sheep or a goat, 
but it must be a one- year- old male with out 
any defects. 6 Then, on the evening of the 
fourteenth day of the month, the whole 
community of Israel will kill the ani mals. 
7 The people are to take some of the blood 
and put it on the doorposts and above the 
doors of the houses in which the ani mals 
are to be eaten. 8 That night the meat is to 
be roasted, and eaten with bitter herbs and 
with bread made with out yeast. 9 Do not 
eat any of it raw or boiled, but eat it roast-
ed whole, including the head, the legs, and 
the inter nal organs. 10 You must not leave 
any of it until morning; if any is left over, 
it must be burnt. 11 You are to eat it quick-
ly, for you are to be dressed for travel, with 
your sandals on your feet and your stick 

See also: 12.1–13: Lev 23.5; Num 9.1–5; 28.16;  
Deut 16.1–2

EXODUS   10–12
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in your hand. It is the Passover Festival to  
honour me, the Lord.

12 “On that night I will go through the 
land of Egypt, kill ing every first born male, 
both human and ani mal, and pun ishing all 
the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The 
blood on the doorposts will be a sign to 
mark the houses in which you live. When 
I see the blood, I will pass over you and 
will not harm you when I punish the Egyp-
tians. 14 *You must celebrate this day as a 
re ligious festival to remind you of what I, 
the Lord, have done. Celebrate it for all 
time to come.”

The Festival of Unleavened Bread
15 The Lord said, “For seven days you 

must not eat any bread made with yeast — 
eat only un leav ened bread. On the first day 
you are to get rid of all the yeast in your 
houses, for if any one during those seven 
days eats bread made with yeast, he shall 
no longer be con sidered one of my people.  
16 On the first day and again on the sev-
enth day you are to meet for wor ship. No 
work is to be done on those days, but you 
may pre pare food. 17 Keep this festival, be-
cause it was on this day that I  brought 
your tribes out of Egypt. For all time to 
come you must celebrate this day as a fes-
tival. 18 From the evening of the fourteenth 
day of the first month to the evening of 
the 21st day, you must not eat any bread 
made with yeast. 19-20 For seven days no 
yeast must be found in your houses, for if 
any one, native-born or foreign, eats bread 
made with yeast, he shall no longer be con-
sidered one of my people.”

The First Passover
21 Moses called for all the leaders of Is-

rael and said to them, “Each of you is to 
choose a lamb or a young goat and kill it, 
so that your families can celebrate Pass-
over. 22 Take a sprig of hyssop, dip it in 
the bowl containing* the ani mal's blood, 
and wipe the blood on the doorposts and 
the beam above the door of your house. 
Not one of you is to leave the house until 
morning. 23 *When the Lord goes through 

12.22 dip it in the bowl containing; or put it on the 
threshold covered with.

See also: 12.14–20: Ex 23.15; 34.18; Lev 23.6–8; 
Num 28.17–25; Deut 16.3–8 12.23: Heb 11.28

Egypt to kill the Egyptians, he will see the 
blood on the beams and the doorposts 
and will not let the Angel of Death enter 
your houses and kill you. 24 You and your 
childr en must obey these rules for ever. 
25 When you enter the land that the Lord 
has promised to give you, you must per-
form this ritual. 26 When your childr en ask 
you, ‘What does this ritual mean?’ 27 you 
will an swer, ‘It is the sacrifice of Passover to 
honour the Lord, because he passed over 
the houses of the Israel ites in Egypt. He 
killed the Egyptians, but spared us.’ ”

The Israel ites knelt down and wor ship-
ped. 28 Then they went and did what the 
Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron.

The Death of the Firstborn
29 *At mid night the Lord killed all the 

first born sons in Egypt, from the king's 
son, who was heir to the throne, to the 
son of the prisoner in the dungeon; all the 
first born of the ani mals were also killed. 
30 That night, the king, his officials, and 
all the other Egyptians were awakened. 
There was loud crying throughout Egypt, 
because there was not one home in which 
there was not a dead son. 31 That same 
night the king sent for Moses and Aaron 
and said, “Get out, you and your Israel-
ites! Leave my coun try; go and wor ship 
the Lord, as you asked. 32 Take your sheep, 
goats, and cattle, and leave. Also pray for 
a blessing on me.”

33 The Egyptians urged the people to 
hurry and leave the coun try; they said, 
“We will all be dead if you don't leave.” 
34 So the people filled their baking pans 
with un leav ened dough, wrapped them in 
clothing, and carried them on their shoul-
ders. 35 *The Israel ites had done as Moses 
had said, and had asked the Egyptians for 
gold and silver jewellery and for clothing. 
36 The Lord made the Egyptians respect 
the people and give them what they asked 
for. In this way the Israel ites carried away 
the wealth of the Egyptians.

The Israelites Leave Egypt
37 The Israel ites set out on foot from 

Ra meses for Suk koth. There were about 
600,000 men, not counting women 
and childr en. 38 A large number of other 

See also: 12.29: Ex 4.22–31 12.35–36: Ex 3.21–22

EXODUS   12

gnb2014.indb   65 14/11/2013   14:06:19



66 Old Testament

Genesis

2

Exodus

people and many sheep, goats, and cattle 
also went with them. 39 They baked un leav-
ened bread from the dough that they had 
brought out of Egypt, for they had been 
driven out of Egypt so suddenly that they 
did not have time to get their food ready 
or to pre pare leavened dough.

40 *The Israel ites had lived in Egypt for 
430 years. 41 On the day the 430 years 
ended, all the tribes of the Lord's people 
left Egypt. 42 It was a night when the Lord 
kept watch to bring them out of Egypt; this 
same night is dedicated to the Lord for all 
time to come as a night when the Israel ites 
must keep watch.

Regulations about Passover
43 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 

“These are the Passover regu lations: no for-
eigner shall eat the Passover meal, 44 but 
any slave that you have bought may eat it 
if you circumcise him first. 45 No temporary 
resident or hired worker may eat it. 46 *The 
whole meal must be eaten in the house in 
which it was pre pared; it must not be taken 
outside. And do not break any of the ani-
mal's bones. 47 The whole community of 
Israel must celebrate this festival, 48 but 
no un cir cum cised man may eat it. If a for-
eigner has settled among you and wants 
to celebrate Passover to honour the Lord, 
you must first circumcise all the males of 
his household. He is then to be treated like 
a native-born Israe lite and may join in the 
festival. 49 The same regu lations apply to 
native-born Israel ites and to foreigners 

See also: 12.40: Gen 15.13; Gal 3.17  
12.46: Num 9.12; Jn 19.36 

who settle among you.” 50 All the Israel ites 
obeyed and did what the Lord had com-
manded Moses and Aaron. 51 On that day 
the Lord brought the Israe lite tribes out of 
Egypt.

Dedication of the Firstborn

13  1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 *“Dedi-
cate all the first born males to me, 

for every first born male Israe lite and every  
first born male ani mal belongs to me.”

The Festival of Unleavened Bread
3 Moses said to the people, “Remem-

ber this day — the day on which you left 
Egypt, the place where you were slaves. 
This is the day the Lord brought you out 
by his great power. No leavened bread is 
to be eaten. 4 You are leaving Egypt on this 
day in the first month, the month of Abib. 
5 The Lord solemnly promised your an ces-
tors to give you the land of the Can aan ites, 
the Hit tites, the Am or ites, the Hiv ites, and 
the Jebus ites. When he brings you into 
that rich and fertile land, you must cele-
brate this festival in the first month of every 
year. 6 For seven days you must eat un leav-
ened bread and on the seventh day there 
is to be a festival to honour the Lord. 7 For 
seven days you must not eat any bread 
made with yeast; there must be no yeast 
or leavened bread any where in your land. 
8 When the festival begins, explain to your 
sons that you do all this because of what 
the Lord did for you when you left Egypt. 
9 This obser vance will be a reminder, like 
so mething tied on your hand or on your 

See also: 13.2: Num 3.13; Lk 2.23

EXODUS   12,   13

The people filled their baking pans with unleavened bread (12.34)

gnb2014.indb   66 14/11/2013   14:06:19



67The Law

2

Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Sam.
2 Sam.
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chron.
2 Chron.
Ezra
Nehem.
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Eccles.

Exodus

forehead; it will remind you to continue to 
recite and study the Law of the Lord, be-
cause the Lord brought you out of Egypt 
by his great power. 10 Celebrate this festi-
val at the ap point ed time each year.

The Firstborn
11 “The Lord will bring you into the land 

of the Can aan ites, which he solemn-
ly promised to you and your an ces tors. 
When he gives it to you, 12 *you must offer 
every first born male to the Lord. Every first-
born male of your ani mals belongs to the 
Lord, 13 but you must buy back from him 
every first born male donkey by offering 
a lamb in its place. If you do not want to 
buy back the donkey, break its neck. You 
must buy back every first born male child of 
yours. 14 In the fu ture, when your son asks 
what this obser vance means, you will an-
swer him, ‘By using great power the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt, the place where 
we were slaves. 15 When the king of Egypt 
was stub born and refused to let us go, the 
Lord killed every first born male in the land 
of Egypt, both human and ani mal. That is 
why we sacrifice every first born male ani-
mal to the Lord, but buy back our first born 
sons. 16 This obser vance will be a remind-
er, like so mething tied on our hands or on 
our foreheads; it will remind us that the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt by his great 
power.’ ”

The Pillar of Cloud and 
the Pillar of Fire

17 When the king of Egypt let the people 
go, God did not take them by the road that 
goes up the coast to Philistia, al though it 
was the shortest way. God thought, “I do 
not want the people to change their 
minds and return to Egypt when they see 
that they are going to have to fight.” 18 In-
stead, he led them in a roundabout way 
through the desert towards the Red Sea.* 
The Israel ites were armed for battle.

13.18 Red Sea: (in Heb rew literally “Sea of Reeds”) 
evidently referred to (1) a series of lakes and marshes 
between the head of the Gulf of Suez and the 
Mediter ranean, the region generally regarded as the 
site of the events described in Exodus 13, and was also 
used to desi gnate (2) the Gulf of Suez, and (3) the 
Gulf of Aqa ba.

See also: 13.12: Ex 34.19–20; Lk 2.23

19 *Moses took the body of Jo seph with 
him, as Jo seph had made the Israel ites 
solemnly promise to do. Jo seph had said, 
“When God rescues you, you must carry my 
body with you from this place.”

20 The Israel ites left Suk koth and camped 
at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 Dur-
ing the day the Lord went in front of them 
in a pillar of cloud to show them the way, 
and during the night he went in front of 
them in a pillar of fire to give them light, 
so that they could travel night and day. 
22 The pillar of cloud was always in front 
of the people during the day, and the pil-
lar of fire at night.

Crossing the Red Sea

14  1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Tell the Israel ites to turn back 

and camp in front of Pi Hahi roth, between 
Mig dol and the Red Sea, near Ba al Zephon. 
3 The king will think that the Israel ites are 
wandering about in the coun try and are 
closed in by the desert. 4 I will make him 
stub born, and he will pursue you, and my 
victory over the king and his army will bring 
me honour. Then the Egyptians will know 
that I am the Lord.” The Israel ites did as 
they were told.

5 When the king of Egypt was told that 
the people had escaped, he and his offi-
cials changed their minds and said, “What 
have we done? We have let the Israel-
ites escape, and we have lost them as 
our slaves!” 6 The king got his war char-
iot and his army ready. 7 He set out with 
all his chariots, including the 600 finest, 
commanded by their officers. 8 The Lord 
made the king stub born, and he pursued 
the Israel ites, who were leaving triumph-
ant ly.* 9 The Egyptian army, with all the 
horses, chariots, and drivers, pursued them 
and caught up with them where they were 
camped by the Red Sea near Pi Hahi roth 
and Ba al Zephon.

10 When the Israel ites saw the king and 
his army march ing against them, they 
were ter rified and cried out to the Lord for 
help. 11 They said to Moses, “Weren't there 
any graves in Egypt? Did you have to bring 

14.8 triumph ant ly; or under the protection of the 
Lord.

See also: 13.19: Gen 50.25; Josh 24.32

EXODUS   13,  14
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us out here in the desert to die? Look what 
you have done by bringing us out of Egypt! 
12 Didn't we tell you before we left that this 
would happen? We told you to leave us 
alone and let us go on being slaves of the 
Egyptians. It would be better to be slaves 
there than to die here in the desert.”

13 Moses an swered, “Don't be afraid! 
Stand your ground, and you will see what 
the Lord will do to save you today; you will 
never see these Egyptians again. 14 The 
Lord will fight for you, and there is no need 
for you to do any thing.”

15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why are you 
crying out for help? Tell the people to move 
forward. 16 Lift up your stick and hold it out 
over the sea. The water will divide, and the 
Israel ites will be able to walk through the 
sea on dry ground. 17 I will make the Egyp-
tians so stub born that they will go in after 
them, and I will gain honour by my victory 
over the king, his army, his chariots, and his 
drivers. 18 When I defeat them, the Egyp-
tians will know that I am the Lord.”

19 The angel of God, who had been in 
front of the army of Israel, moved and 

EXODUS  14

The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord (14.18)

gnb2014.indb   68 14/11/2013   14:06:19




