
 

 

 
 

3. Why did we go to war? 

The Big Picture: 
 
To develop students’ understanding of how 
Europe dragged itself, through a web of inter-
related causes, into a war and whether these 
reasons justified the future conflict. 
 

How will students be successful in their 
outcomes? 
1. All will be able to identify reasons for why 

WW1 started. 
2. Most will understand the Just War Theory. 
3. Some will be able to evaluate whether 

WW1 the reasons for the start of the war 
are applied to the Just War Theory. 

Skills:  
 
Creative thinking 
Empathy 
Synthesis 
Justification 
Evaluation 
 

Literacy: 
 
Treaty 
Declaration of war 
Just Cause 
Right Intention 
Legitimate target 

 

SECTION ACTIVITY 
 

RESOURCES 

Connect: Ask students to recall some of their conditions for using 
violence.  It is likely that self-defence, protecting the 
innocent, defending your country, for a positive outcome 
and others will be among the ideas.  Share some of the 
statistics from WW1 with accompanying images. 
 
Approximately: 

•  £122,473,315,235.30 ($186,333,637,000) was 
spent by the nations involved on the conflict. 
(Source: Spartacus Educational) 

• 1,300,000 livestock were lost. (Source: Spartacus 
Educational). 

• 9,857 sq/m of French land were laid to waste. 
(Source: Spartacus Educational). 

• 10,000,000 people died as a result of military 
action (Source: Wikipedia). 

 
Pose the question ‘Does that level of destruction fit with 
your 3-point theory?’ 
 

Previous lesson’s 
work. 
 



 
Activate:  
 

In the light of these discussions, pose the question, ‘Why 
did we go to war at all?’ 
 
Split the class into nations.  Each nation has its own flag, 
country information and a whiteboard to write its actions 
on. 
 
Use a Powerpoint to drop the news flashes.  Allow time for 
students to discuss the events each time and then get each 
nation to announce its action. 
 
Once everyone is at war with one another, share which 
nations are which and agree on the key causes for war. 
 

Why we went to war 
resource pack. 
 

Demonstrate: 
 

Share the ethical concept of a Just War with the students.  
Explain the key conditions for a Just War. 

• A Just Cause – The reason for going to war must be 
a good one (eg protecting the innocent). 

• Legal Authority – Must be declared by a legal, 
sensible government or person. 

• Right Intention – You must be doing this for the 
right reasons (eg not money or land). 

• A balance of blame – You must compare both sides 
of the argument to decide if you are right. 

• A last resort – You must have tried everything else 
first (eg talking). 

• Possibility of success – You must stand a 
reasonable possibility of winning it quickly. 

• The current pain versus the consequences – The 
current pain you feel must be weighed up against 
the pain war will cause. 

• Legitimate targets – You can only go to war with 
military targets. 
 

Students should complete their grids to come to a 
conclusion whether WW1 was a Just War or not. 
 

‘Was the war just?’ 
Grids. 

Consolidate: 
 

Show the picture The Parable of the Blind (Page 64-65) in 
Hear My Cry.   
 
Ask students to reflect on how this painting might relate to 
the lesson.   
 
Use Sister Wendy Beckett’s explanation to illustrate the 
idea that Europe lead itself ‘blindly’ into WW1. 
 

Hear My Cry 
 
Visual Stimulus – The 
Parable of the Blind 
by Pieter Bruegel  

 

Resources for use with Hear My Cry, published by Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG. biblesociety.org.uk/ww1 


