Resources for secondary schools

Remembrance
Sunday 11 November 2018

Peace: Key Stage 3 resources
These assemblies and lessons have been written to commemorate the centenary of the end of World War
One. The theme running through them is ‘peace’, looking at the different and deeper ways inner peace
can change lives in times of conflict, as well as the peace brought about by the end of the fighting.
As well as providing a context and focus for remembrance events, they will help students to develop
their knowledge and understanding of how the Christian faith affected the way some of the people
caught up in World War One thought and acted.

The assemblies
Each of the assemblies focusses on an event from World War One. They are suitable for use either as a
whole school assembly or a class assembly. Either one could be chosen, or they could both be used, during the time leading up to Remembrance Sunday.

The lessons
The lessons can also be used flexibly, as a whole unit or as stand-alone lessons. Some are suitable for
different subjects such as Art, Drama, History, English as well as RE, or they could be combined within a
cross-curricular topic. They could be used in a special RE day on World War One, or during a special week
leading up to Remembrance Sunday.
The lessons have an intentionally artistic quality to them, so that the work which is produced can be used
in assemblies, events and/or special services, as well as classroom displays. As part of the centenary
commemorations, there will be a host of events taking place and great opportunities for schools to connect with their wider communities. In churches, in old people’s homes, in civic celebrations, the school
can play a pivotal part.
As most of the activities have elements of group work and have been created to provide flexibility,
differentiation can be incorporated through peer scaffolding, as well as by outcome.
At the end, there is a short piece of drama based around a true-life story.
The lessons support the following strands from the RE curriculum:
hh Beliefs, Teachings, Sources of Wisdom and Authority
hh Ways of Living
hh Ways of Expressing Meaning
hh Questions of Identity, Diversity and Belonging
hh Questions of Meaning, Purpose and Truth
hh Questions of Values and Commitments

Assembly 1: Silent Night
Equipment: A football(s)
Starter: A keep-uppy challenge
Ask the question: Who likes sport?
Follow it up with: Who likes football?
And lastly: Who plays for a team?
Either ask for volunteers to come to the front and take part in a keep-uppy challenge. If there is a PE
teacher present, or a teacher present that you know would be keen to take part (or at least willing to
have a go) that adds a lot to this ice breaker.
Give the ball to the first competitor and encourage them to have a go. The same principle goes for all the
volunteers.
And/or show a clip of someone doing keep-uppys. (Naymar and Gabriel Jesus can be seen showing off
their keep-uppy skill at https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41145549)
Drama: Peace is the Goal – a story about football, World War One and the Christmas truce.
Scene: A soldier in the trenches at Christmas 1914, reflecting on the war
Characters:
hh British soldier: 1
hh German soldier: 2
If the assembly leader is also taking a role in the drama, a simple technique to use is to turn your back to
the audience for a few seconds before beginning. This allows a moment of quiet and expectation. When
you turn around you are then ‘in character’.

1: (Turn round with the football in hand.)
I love football. Love it! Me and my mates used to play it morning, noon and night. Jumpers for goalposts
up in the park, out on the street, and down in the school yard. When we were older we played in our village team, young lads, as good a team as you could wish for. Me and my best mates playing side by side,
the game we loved. So when the army came calling and our country needed us, we all answered the call.
We were going to fight for freedom, we were going to win the war, we were going to be heroes. That’s
what we thought.
(Pause to think, reflect and look around.)
And now look…this place, this mudbath of a home, this rat’s nest of a neighbourhood, this death-hole;
this place is hell on earth. The gas attacks, the choking, the blind panic that you can’t breathe, that you’re
going to stop breathing, and that…
(Look around again.)
They call this place no man’s land. No man’s land. That’s the right name for it, because no man should be
out here, no one.
(Look again and show more emotion)
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I came out here with my mates, with all my mates, my best mates…and now…now they’re…
This place is a place no one should be, no one should see, no one should live out here, no one, and so
when we heard the singing…
2: (Someone off stage sings ‘Silent Night’ in German. This could be done using a recording. As they sing a
part of the carol, they walk into sight and stop singing.)
1: They said I was crazy, they said I was mad, I heard them shouting at me to come back, but…it’s Christmas, and I hear the Germans singing ‘Silent Night’. I love that carol, I used to sing it on Christmas Eve in
our village church with all my family, and so there I am, over the top and into no man’s land. And there
they are, the Germans, the ones who’d been singing.
1 & 2: (There is a dramatic pause as they look at each other. The British soldier puts his football down and
kicks it over to the German, who stops it and then kicks it back.)
1: It was Christmas Day and for a few hours it was heaven on earth. We weren’t enemies anymore, we
were the same people caught up a conflict we couldn’t understand. For a few blissful hours it wasn’t hell,
it was heaven.
Freeze the drama for a few seconds and then break out of character.
Explain the story of the Christmas truce and make the point that the singing of the carol is remembered
as a key moment in it. Ask people to reflect on why that carol impacted them so much.
During the World War One, 43 million copies of John’s Gospel were given out to soldiers, sailors, airmen,
prisoners and refugees. This is an extract from a letter from a soldier:
‘When your small Testaments were distributed on the common at Southampton, I amongst others accepted them with some derision. I little dreamed that I should use it and find in it great consolation in
lonely hours. I have learnt to realise the great personality of the Saviour. When at night I have been on
duty alone with Him by my side, and the Germans but thirty yards away. I realised that I needed more
than my own courage to stand the strain. When the shells of the enemy have burst periodically at my feet
I have marvelled at the fact that I am alive.
(SGM Lifewords, 2011: https://www.lifewords.global)
Reflection:
hh How is it that faith can make such a powerful difference, even in a time of war?
hh The words in the Bible had a powerful, life-transforming effect on countless soldiers, such as the
writer of the letter, in a time of great need. What is it that makes this book so special?

Notes...

Assembly 2: A Time to Remember
Ask the students what dates are significant for people in their lives?
The answers will probably include birthdays, special anniversaries, etc.
You could ask them to think quietly for a moment if there is a special day in their lives that they always
remember. They don’t have to share it.
Explain that we all have special dates in our lives. We all have birthdays! We often do things to celebrate
or commemorate those occasions. Yet those dates and days are mainly personal, perhaps shared with
family and a few friends.
What about dates that are famous or significant events?
Play the ‘Famous Dates’ quiz. (You might want to make this multiple choice, or not!)
Famous Dates Quiz:
1. What happened on 14 October 1066?
a. The battle of Hastings
b. The battle of Waterloo
c. The battle of Trafalgar
2. What happened on 30 July 1966?
a. The Beatles got their first number one
b. England won the World Cup
c. The Rolls Royce was created
3. What happened on 20 July 1969?
a. Disney made their first feature film
b. President Kennedy was assassinated
c. Neil Armstrong landed on the moon
4. What happened on 4 August 1914?
5. What happened on 11 November 1918?
Answers:
1. A – the Battle of Hastings
2. B – England won the World Cup
3. C – Neil Armstrong landed on the moon
4. Britain declared war on Germany, and so became involved in World War One.
5. The Armistice was signed, bringing the fighting in World War One to a close.
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Some dates are known worldwide because of their global impact and significance. One of those especially significant dates is 11 November 1918, when World War One came to an end. So significant is the end
of World War One that not only do we know the date, but we also know and remember the hour. It was
on the 11th day of November at 11 o’clock that the Armistice came into effect and the fighting stopped.
Today we are going to be reflecting on and remembering those who gave their lives.
This poem remembers that moment in history.
This poem would be best read by a number of voices. A different voice for each verse works well.
Having each voice saying their part from different parts of the hall/room would add another effect.
An alternative, especially with younger students, would be to have everyone say the refrain ‘11, 11, 11’
together.
11, 11, 11

11, 11, 11

And just for a second

And the guns hold

The war stands still,

Their shaking breath,

The world stands still.

And the earth sighs
At the end of death.

11, 11, 11

11, 11, 11

And in just a moment

And the universe

Chaos is cancelled,

Will remember

Carnage is consigned

And the generations

To the history books.

Will never, ever forget.

11; 11; 11, Tony Bower 2018
Reflection:
‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’
John chapter 15 verse 13 (NRSV)
Keep the two-minute silence for the ones who fell and gave their lives so that the following generations
could live in freedom.

Notes...

Lesson 1: Sanctity of Life
Aims:
hh To look at what Christians believe about the sanctity of life, and how that view can be challenged in
times of war.
hh To explore how Quakers, in particular, addressed these issues.
hh To consider and develop the students’ own views on the sanctity of life, and how that view is expressed in their lives.
Area of Enquiry: Ways of life
Introduction: Explain how you are going to look at the Christian perspective on life, and how that can be
challenged through times of war and conflicts.
Starter: Definitions
Read out an unusual word with three possible definitions. Ask people in small groups to decide which
definition is the correct one.
1. argle-bargle
a. a way of steering a canal boat through a lock
b. a lot of meaningless talk or writing
c. a term used by traders in medieval England
Answer: B
2. blatherskite
a. someone who makes kites
b. a pig farmer from the Outer Hebrides
c. someone who speaks without making sense
Answer: C
3. chad
a. small reptile that lives in the Australian outback
b. a piece of waste paper produced by punching a hole
c. a name given for a special tea in Mumbai
Answer: B
The next word is ‘sanctity’
Ask the groups to come up with a definition of the word.
The Oxford dictionary defines ‘sanctity’ as the state or quality of being holy, sacred or saintly, and as describing the ultimate importance of human life.

Lesson 1: Sanctity of Life (page 2)
Hand out or show on a white-board an extract from Psalm 139:
For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
Psalm 139 verses 13-14 (NRSV)
Ask the class to discuss in small groups what those two verses teach us about Christian beliefs about life.
An alternative translation, which might be more suitable for younger students is:
You are the one who put me together inside my mother’s body,
And I praise you because of the wonderful way you created me.
Everything you do is marvellous! Of this I have no doubt.
Psalm 139 verses 13-14 (CEV)
Take feedback, and draw out the key point that Christians believe that human life is sacred, created by
God, and not to be misused or abused. This belief is often known as ‘sanctity of life’.
Explain about the inner conflict which some conscientious objectors felt, between patriotism and a belief
that killing was wrong, which for some was because of religious beliefs. This latter group included many
Quakers.
https://www.quaker.org.uk/about-quakers/our-history/quakers-and-wwi
Choose from the following activities:
hh Ask children to explore the lives of different conscientious objectors during World War One using all
of the websites listed below. They could be asked to find specific information, or to work in pairs to
create a PowerPoint presentation or a report to present to the class from information from these links.
hh Let the children read the poem entitled ‘The Inner Light’, which can be found at http://www.white
featherdiaries.org.uk/inner-light. It was written by Quaker and conscientious objector Howard
Marten to explain his argument that people often fight for the cause of money and power. Discuss or
debate the question posed at the end of the poem on the link.
hh Explore the work of Laurence Cadbury and the work of the Friends Ambulance Unit. Information can
be found at http://www.whitefeatherdiaries.org.uk/censorship
Give an example of the work of the Friends Ambulance Unit:
http://www.durhamatwar.org.uk/story/13200/
http://www.guise.me.uk/articles/fau/
hh Read out the free verse poem ‘Fearful and Wonderful’, and then ask the students to write their own
based on someone trying to save lives on the battlefield, and especially to empathise with their
motivation, and express their tumult of emotions and beliefs. Ask the students to prepare their
poems as performance pieces with actions, dance or sound effects and read out their work. These
could be performed as part of a remembrance assembly or service.
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Fearful and wonderful
The screams are like sirens
Calling me out
Calling me on

Not even
In this dark valley
Of endless sorrows

The screams are like the tide
Wave after wave
Of surging noise
Washing over me
As I run
As I race
With all of my heart
With all of my hope
Carrying my stretcher
Carrying my prayers

I am not alone
Never alone

I do not look
To the left
I do not look
To the right

And I will not give up my race
I will not give up my race of life
As I race with all my might
To bring healing
To bring help and
To bring back the hopeless

I keep on running
To bring some light
In the dark
I keep on running
With a strength
And a courage
For the fight
That is not my own
Because I am not alone
Not even
In this pit
Of despair
Tony Bower 2018

Notes...

The gift
Of light
The gift
Of love
The gift
Of life
Burns within me

So I carry my stretcher
Through this battered land
I carry my stretcher
Through this tortured place
And I carry my prayers
For the men I carry
Until our race is run

Lesson 2: Sanctuary
Aims:
hh To explore what sanctuary means within the Christian worldview.
hh To investigate what forms sanctuary can take in times of war and conflict.
Areas of enquiry: Beliefs, Teachings, Sources of Wisdom and Authority
Starter: Word Association
Explain the game. You need two contestants who will play the game. The rules are:
1. Each person will take it in turns to say a word on a given subject.
2. No hesitations, repetitions or deviations from the previous word
3. New word has to be ‘associated’ (connected) to the previous word.
Play a few rounds involving different students, choosing your own topics before finishing with the
subject, World War One.
Explain that there is a word, ‘sanctuary’, that you are going to explore in the context of this conflict.
Ask the class in groups/pairs to try to define what the word ‘sanctuary’ means.
Take feedback from the groups/pairs. The Oxford definition is a refuge or safety from pursuit, persecution
or other danger.
Tell the story of Tiverton Preedy.
The Revd Tiverton Preedy was a priest serving in Barnsley. He worked amongst the poor and helped all
those who were in need. He particularly loved using sport as a way to help them. The church football
team he started up later became Barnsley United. He moved to the East End of London and continued to
use sport as a way of reaching out to those who needed his help. He set up a gym in which boxing
champions were trained.
When there were air raids over London in World War One, he opened up his church to give people a place
of safety and sanctuary.
In World War One, anti-German feeling sometimes led to attacks on the homes and businesses of people
of German descent, or even assaults on them personally.
Tiverton Preedy was called upon to help some the German bakers in London after their shops had been
vandalised. Preedy raced to their shops to calm down the crowd, and to bring peace in a dangerous
situation. The people respected Revd Preedy, and the crowd calmed down and walked away.
Further information about Tiverton Preedy can be found at https://www.chrishobbs.com/tivertonpreedy.
htm.
Discuss with the students why Tiverton Preedy might have been motivated to help the German bakers.
Give them five minutes to discuss, and then take feedback from their discussions
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Read as a class the parable of The Good Samaritan, found in Luke chapter 10 verses 25-37:
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?”

The lawyer would have been an
expert of Jewish religious law.
The answer he gives come from
the laws in the Old Testament.

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbour as yourself.”
And Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and
you will live.”
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbour?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat
him, and went away, leaving him half dead.

Jericho is a city 20 miles east of
Jerusalem.

Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

Levites were assistants at the
temple in Jerusalem.

But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

Samaritans came from Samaria,
an area to the north of
Jerusalem. They were the
traditional enemies of the Jews.

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.’

A denarius was a coin, worth
about one day’s wages.

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who
fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
Luke 10.25-37 (NRSV)
The video at https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zkb9jxs might be useful for younger students.
This story communicates one of the central teachings of Christianity – that Christians should love their
‘neighbour’ as well as God.
hh What does this parable teach us about who our neighbour is?
hh From reading the parable, what response do you think Jesus wanted his listeners to have to people in
need?
hh Why do you think Tiverton Preedy helped the German bakers?

Notes...

Lesson 3: Sacrifice
Aims:
To explore Christian ideas about sacrifice, in the context of World War One, and how people can be willing to make the ultimate sacrifice.
hh Ways of Expressing Meaning
hh Questions of Values and Commitments
Starter: Ask the class to give a definition of what love is. Large thought bubbles could be provided on
each table along with felt-tip pens or markers for students to collect ideas to be displayed in the
classroom.
Use dictionaries, thesauruses and/or online searches to look up the definitions of ‘love’. Take feedback,
especially on why the students might have found such variety in how it is defined.
Ask the students to compare that, with what love means in these two Bible passages. What are the
similarities and differences? Is there anything distinctive about the Christian view of what love is?
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians chapter 1 verses 4-7 (NRSV)
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
John chapter 15 verse 13 (NRSV)
Read the story of Theo Chadburn from Hear my Cry (p.12-13)
Theo Chadburn is just one example of the men who lost their lives in World War One. He was killed trying
to help save others, rescuing people from inside a burning building. He had a strong Christian faith, and
along with his family, was a part of the Salvation Army.
Show the artwork of the artists Hannah Dunnett and Sam Cannon
https://www.benandhannahdunnett.com/artwork/
http://samcannonart.co.uk/
Ask the students to draw a picture of World War One using words and phrases in the picture in a similar
style to that used by Hannah Dunnett or Sam Cannon. They could include verses from the Bible passages
above and they could draw on themes from other religions and non-religious worldviews as well. They
could also use original phrases they have come up with themselves, to show their own thoughts.
For example, a picture of the trenches with words in sandbags, or a verse or phrase weaving its way
through the barbed wire at the top; a phrase or verse running down the barrel of a rifle for instance, or
words in a dark sky above the trenches.
Plenary: In table groups students explore each other’s artwork. Discuss the imagery and chosen words.
Use artwork to create a display on the theme of Sacrifice.

Lesson 4: Reconciliation
Aims:
hh To explore how the Christian faith encourages followers to pray for and to love their enemies, and
how even enemies can find common ground.
Area of Enquiry: Questions of Identity, Diversity and Belonging
Introduction:
Explain the theme of the lesson and explain they are going to be looking at one of the most iconic moments from World War One: the Christmas Truce.
Show the Sainsbury’s Christmas advert from 2014, which dramatizes the Christmas truce and explains a
bit about the historical context, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s1YvnfcFVs.
Further information about the Christmas truce can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxsfyrd.
Share the Bible verses where Jesus says:
‘You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.’
Matthew chapter 5 verses 43-44 (NRSV)
The Christian faith is one that is about reconciliation and forgiveness. Make sure that students understand what reconciliation is, and discuss why forgiveness is so important and what its benefits are.
Read the following poems and then ask the students to write their own poem on the Christmas Truce.
Silent night
Silence, like falling snow
In the midst of madness.
Light of hope in
Every heart,
No longer
The terror of death.
Now listening to singing
In the depth of war, this is
God’s song,
Holy and peaceful as
The bombs fall, silent.
Peace
Peace
That goes deeper
Than the silencing of guns.
Tony Bower 2018

Peace
That is stronger
Than the armies of this world.
Peace
That is richer
Than all the gold you can buy.
Peace
That is heavenly and more
Than this earth will ever know.

Lesson 4: Reconciliation (page 2)
Once they were Boys
Characters : An English mother and a German mother.
G: I used to hold his hand going to school

E: In those hellish trenches

E: He used to cling on to my skirt

G: So far from home

G: He soon made friends

E: So far from home

E: Lots of friends

G: My boy sang, ‘Silent Night’

G: Such a talented singer

E: And the English lads listened

E: Such a great footballer

G: And one of them

G: Then the war came

E: My boy!

E/G: He enlisted

G: Brought out a football

E: Insisted he was old enough

E: And they played a game

G: Brave enough

G: Because it was Christmas

E: Tough enough

E: Because of a baby boy

G: Had the right stuff

G: Born two thousand years ago

E/G: He’s my boy!

E: And when God sent His son

E: I didn’t want to let go

G: To the front line

G: Of his hand

E: He knew

E: You understand

G: Yes he knew

G: He’s my baby

E: That His son would lay down His life

E: My boy

G: To bring us

G: He said he would be home

E/G: Peace on earth

E: For Christmas
G: To see the lights in Berlin
E: In London where we live
G: But he wasn’t
E: He isn’t
E/G: Home
G: He lives there

Tony Bower 2018
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Talk about the day the armistice was signed and the fighting stopped, on 11h November 1918.
Discuss how people would have been feeling on both sides in table groups.
Give different table groups a different character from the list below. Ask them to put themselves in their
character’s shoes to discuss his or her thoughts and feelings on receiving the news that the war is finally
over.
How would their life change? What might they do next?
What would they be looking forward to? Is there anything they would miss?
What might they have sacrificed? How might they show reconciliation and forgiveness?
Possible characters could include:
hh The commander of a unit in the trenches
hh An ordinary soldier
hh A mother of a soldier
hh A wife with young children
hh A bereaved parent
hh A conscientious objector
hh A prisoner of war
hh A newspaper reporter
Read out a selection of the students’ poems at the end of the lesson as a plenary.

The story of Arthur Ingham
This drama was inspired by the story of Arthur Ingham, which can be read on pp. 120-121 in Hear my Cry.
Further information can be found at https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-we-do/england-and-wales/
world-war-1/stories/the-bible-that-saved-a-life/.
A similar story can be found at http://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2017-01-17/bible-saved-ww1-soldier-by-stopping-bullet/
Activities: Get the class to act out the script: ‘Your Uniform is a Mess!’ and to write a monologue based on
the script.
Your Uniform is a Mess!
(Scene: A squad of soldiers are all lined up on the parade ground as the officer walks along to inspect them all.)
Characters:
Officer: O
Soldier: S
(The Officer looks on very proudly at the soldiers as he does this, making comments as he stops to inspect
them.)
O: Smart uniform.
(He walks on to the next soldier)
O: Very clean shoes; I can see my moustache in them.
(He walks on to the next in line)
O: Very…
(He stops, looks back, and does a double take)
O: What is this?
(The soldier is speechless)
O: I said: WHAT IS THIS?
S: I can explain, I can try to explain, I…
(He pulls out a Bible from his pocket, a pocket Bible!)
(He hands it to the Officer)
O: You want me to read the Bible?
S: It’s a great book sir.
O: I believe it is, but you are on the parade ground. I am inspecting the soldiers on parade, and you are
parading a uniform with a HOLE IN IT!
(The Officer gets his face right in front of the soldier’s face and bellows the words again and again,
running the words into each other and getting faster and faster.)
O: A HOLE IN IT! A HOLE IN IT!
S: I know sir, sorry sir, but it’s the Bible sir.
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O: The Bible?
S: Yes, sir, the Bible.
O: The Bible put a hole in your UNIFORM!?
S: No sir, but it was the Bible that was in my top pocket that took a bullet on the battlefield, and that
saved my life, sir.
(The Officer looks at him incredulously.)
O: The Bible saved you?
S: Yes, sir, the Bible did save me.
(The Officer looks at the Bible.)
O: Well done, the Bible.
(The soldier smiles in relief.)
(The Officer hands him back his Bible, and takes a step down the line before whipping his head round and
shouting in the soldier’s face.)
O: YOUR UNIFORM IS STILL A MESS!
S: Sorry, sir.
O: Clean it up…ATTENTION!
(All the soldiers salute.)

Notes...
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