ROMANS: SERVICE OUTLINES

Session 7: Mystery.

If God is sovereign, what is our role?

Welcome to Session 7 of our teaching series on Romans. In this session you
will find worship song suggestions, a sermon outline and a written prayer.

KEY VERSE:

‘How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
And how are they to preach unless they are sent?’

ROMANS 10.14-15 (ESV)

BIBLE READINGS:
Romans 10.9-15

MAIN QUESTIONS:

How are people around us
going to hear the gospel?
And what role do we have
to play in that?

MAIN THEMES:

Gospel, election,
inheritance, salvation,
evangelism, faith

Context:

In Romans 9-11, Paul grapples with many big
questions about God’s sovereignty and his plan of
salvation. But at the heart of it is a simple message
that we are called to be those who extend God’s
call to those around us.

Summary:

Having celebrated the power of the gospel and
God’s plan to restore us and all of Creation, Paul
now begins to look at the difference that makes

to the early church in Rome. In particular, he
considers how Jews and Gentiles are equally called
into God’s family, and then given the task of
calling others to join them.

WORSHIP SONG
SUGGESTIONS:

+ King Of Kings + Great Is Thy Faithfulness
+ At The Cross (Love Ran + O For A Thousand Tongues
Red) To Sing

+ Shine Jesus Shine
+ Hope Of The Nations

+ Man Of Sorrows
+ O Sacred King
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Reflections:

Romans 9-11 are some challenging chapters, which
grapple with enormous — and often controversial —
themes. But they also contain beautiful truths that should
fuel our worship and compel us to share the gospel with
those around us. It can feel daunting to preach on these
chapters, but don’t be afraid! And don’t let the difficult
and mysterious bits obscure the main message, that we
are saved to be messengers of salvation.

In this talk, we’ve suggested focusing on verses from
Romans 10 and our role in sharing the good news. So, you
may want to acknowledge that you won’t be able to tackle
every difficult question about election, or Israel. You
might find it helpful to recommend reading the relevant
chapter in the course book, which covers Romans 9-11 as
a whole.

Depending on the people in your congregation, it may

be appropriate to take a moment to mention or address
one of the more complex themes. For example, the place
of mystery in the Christian life; the paradox that God is
sovereign, but we have free will; or, the unique election
of Israel and the need to avoid any form of antisemitism.
Equally, as you share about calling on the name of the
Lord, this sermon provides another opportunity for those
who don’t yet know Jesus to respond to him today.

For many, the call to share our faith (evangelism) is a
difficult one. People often feel guilty that they’re not
doing it enough, or well enough. So, try and give some
down-to-earth and practical next steps for people, so
everyone can put it into practice this week. Perhaps share
a story of how you’ve grown in this area, or recommend
some resources you've found helpful.
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Suggested sermon outline

INTRODUCTION

Romans 9-11is a challenging section, grappling with questions about God'’s sovereignty,
election, and his plan for Israel. But Paul isn’t interested in these topics as merely abstract
theological puzzles — they have a practical outworking in the life of the church in Rome.

Begin by reminding people of the context of the Roman church, and in particular the
circumstances that led to some of their divisions: namely, the banishment of the Jews under
Emperor Claudius, and the challenge of reintegration with their return in Ap 54-.

Although you won’t get to address some of these big questions in this sermon, you may find
it helpful to point out that Paul’s arguments are less about election to salvation, and more
about election to service. God is choosing people for a particular task: to be his mouthpiece
to the world.

KEY POINTS: THREE HARD TRUTHS NOTES

n Calling on the name (Romans 10.9-13)

- Paul begins by reminding his readers how it is we come to
receive salvation from Jesus, and he reminds us that it's not
by deeds or DNA!

- Not by deeds: we don’'t EARN our salvation
Remind people of the point we have seen throughout
Romans, that we cannot earn salvation by our righteous
deeds. We receive it by faith. Roman society was obsessed
with hierarchy and, through their wealth, people could buy
their way into the most privileged positions. Not so in the
Kingdom of God. ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved’ (verse 13). Salvation is not just for the rich
or powerful, but for everyone. And we don’t buy it or earn it;
we simply receive it by throwing ourselves on God’s mercy.

- Not by DNA: we aren’t BORN into salvation
Right through this letter Paul has made the point that Jews
and Gentiles are equally sinful and in need of a saviour. There
is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because Christ is
the Lord of all (verse 12), and whether Jew or Gentile, the way
we receive salvation is through faith.

- So how do we receive salvation? It’s by calling on the name of
Jesus.
Take some time to unpack verse 9, showing the importance
of confession and whole-hearted belief, specifically in the
crucified and risen Messiah. For those in your congregation
who have been Christians for years, or maybe grew up in a
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Christian household, it’s easy to miss the radical nature of NOTES
what it means to call Jesus Lord. You may want to unpack the
background to this idea — that Caesar himself was known as
Lord, or Kyrios in Greek. To declare that Jesus is Lord is to
say that Caesar isn’t; a radical and costly claim. Who or what
are the ‘lords’ in our society, demanding our allegiance and
worship? What might we need to renounce, in order to make
Jesus the only Lord of our lives?

E Calling out the name (Romans 10.14-15)

- If people can't experience salvation through deeds or DNA,
but only through calling on Jesus’ name, then what about
those who have never heard the gospel?

Paul doesn’t address this directly — it’s one of the secret
things that belongs to God (Deuteronomy 29.29) — but he
does say that we have a role to play in taking the gospel to
others. We are sent as heralds — calling out the name of Jesus,
and the news of what he has done, so that many can be saved.
Do you have a story that illustrates the point of verses 14-15a?
How did you come to hear the gospel personally? Who were
the heralds who shared it with you? Name them and describe
how they shared the gospel with you, showing that sharing
the gospel can be a natural and straightforward thing to do.
Invite your listeners to remember and be thankful for the
people who first shared the good news with them. Isn’t it
amazing that we have the privilege of doing that for others?

- In Romans 9.1-5, Paul expresses his love for his fellow Jews.
His passion for sharing the gospel with them is not motivated
by a sense of duty, but love.

We will be most motivated and effective in sharing the
gospel when we are driven by love. Ask your listeners: who
are the people you are most passionate about reaching with
the gospel? And if you don’t feel like there are any particular
people, why not ask God to give you a deep compassion for
others, and help you to see them as he does.

- Paul quotes Isaiah 52.7, ‘how beautiful are the feet of those
who peach good news’ (Romans 10.15). What is the significance
of our feet?

The feet of the herald of good news is an important idea for
Paul. He draws it from Isaiah, but also uses a similar idea in
Ephesians 6.15. Part of the picture is that feet carry the herald
to different places, where their message is to be proclaimed.
Ask your listeners: where will your feet carry you this week?
And what difference would it make to know that you are
there as a herald of the most beautiful news?

Copyright © Bible Society 2023 Page 4



ROMANS: SERVICE OUTLINES

How do we live in the light of this?

Below are some suggested points of application. Feel free to select a

y g

= Identify the people you love most dearly, who do not yet
know the gospel. Ask God to give you a deep compassion
for them, like Paul expressed for his fellow Jews in Romans
9.1-5.

= Identify a few people who don’t know Jesus (say three) and
commit to praying for them regularly — whether that's every - The Message of Romans
day, or once a week. Ask God to give you opportunities to by John Stott
share the good news with them.

- Romans: A Letter That
Makes Sense of Life
by Andrew Ollerton

- Romans 8-16 For You
= List all the places your ‘feet’ take you in a week: your by Timothy Keller

workplace, your neighbourhood, shops, public transport,
clubs and hobbies, etc. What difference would it make to
see yourself as a herald in those spaces? Ask God to give you
opportunities to speak about him in some or all of those
settings over the coming weeks.

= Set yourself a goal to speak about Jesus to at least one person
this week. It might be as simple as having a conversation
at work tomorrow where you mention that you went to
church on Sunday, or offering to pray for someone who is
going through a difficult time. Notice, though, that you can
do both of those things without actually speaking about
Jesus or sharing the gospel. We all need to start somewhere,
but it's good to assess whether we are sharing the gospel
or just dropping hints that we are Christians, go to church
and believe in Jesus. Let's pray for opportunities to take the
conversation further and truly share the good news.

WRITTEN
ﬁ& PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank you that as we call on your name and ask you to be Lord of our lives, we
receive the wonderful gift of salvation. We recognise that we don’t deserve this and that
we have done nothing to earn this; it is a free gift of your grace. Wherever we go this week,
help us to be bearers of the good news of the gospel, sharing it with others in our words and

actions. Please give us the courage to speak about you when the opportunity arises so others
may come to know you. Amen.
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