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Welcome to your new edition of Prayer in Action.
Thank you so much for lifting up Bible Society’s
work in prayer! This month we’re praying for
China, particularly for the Church facing a
tightening of regulations in the current political
climate.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of his might. 
Ephesians 6.10 (ESV)

July 30 June – 6 July

Kua Wee Seng, Director of the United
Bible Societies China Partnership, has
asked us to join him in prayer:

‘The Church in China is feeling the effects
of a political climate which has stepped
up its policy implementation and
stronger enforcement of regulations. We
pray for greater faith and courage among
Chinese leaders, and wisdom and
patience to ride through these current
times. It’s exciting to see God at work in
China, and it’s humbling to be part of it.
I’m often inspired by God’s people when 
I see their faith, courage and
perseverance.’

7 – 13 July

‘My prayer is that the Church will
continue to grow numerically and
spiritually, being rooted in the word of
God and planted in the soil of China. I
pray the Church will become a blessing
to communities and to the nation of
China, and a blessing all over the world
by playing a role in global mission. That is
my hope and prayer.

‘Please join me in prayer for more
funding for Bible printing and
distribution, for more trained pastors and
Bible resources to shepherd millions of
Chinese Christians, and for wisdom for
Chinese church leaders ministering in a
difficult climate.’

14 – 20 July

‘The printing and distribution of Bibles
has helped fuel the revival that’s taking
place in China today. But church leaders
say demand for the Bible is much greater
than the four million we are able to print
yearly. Our top priority is to continue to
provide support for affordable Bibles to
all.

‘Pray that the Lord will enable the China
Partnership to serve as a humble servant
and trusted partner of the Church in
China in this journey so that millions
more in China would have the Light of
Life in them.’

21 – 27 July

Please pray for more affordable Bibles to
be printed to be given to those who still
do not have a copy, to new Christians so
that they can be nurtured in their faith,
and to those yet to know the Lord so that
their hearts will be opened to God’s
word.

Please pray for our annual Bible in China
seminar which is being held in Shanghai
in November. Each year we hold this
event in partnership with the Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences where we
invite academics, church leaders,
government officials and students from
theological seminaries. Pray as we
present relevant issues in China from a
biblical perspective, that we will have
fruitful discussions and God’s presence
will be with us.
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Festivals are a key part of our work in
this country, as we go to places
where God’s people meet to be
refreshed by teaching from the Bible.
Please come and say hello to us on
the Bible Society stand if you see us
at festivals.

All the people who had come back
from captivity built shelters and lived
in them. This was the first time it had
been done since the days of Joshua
son of Nun, and everybody was excited
and happy. From the first day of the
festival to the last they read a part of
God's Law every day. They celebrated
for seven days, and on the eighth day
there was a closing ceremony, as
required in the Law. 
Nehemiah 8.17 – 18 (GNB)

August

28 July – 3 August

Please pray for God’s word to inspire and
refresh everyone who goes to festivals,
gathering with friends and family to
study it in depth. Pray that the Bible
would continue to be an integral part of
our lives as we return home so that our
new excitement about the Bible would
change us and our communities. 

Ask that God would speak to us through
the Bible, bringing a new understanding
of who he is and what that means about
us and the way we live.

4 – 10 August

Please lift up in prayer our volunteers who
serve with us, that they would benefit
from their time away from their normal
work whether serving in a café or on a
stand. Pray for staff to enjoy the different
way of working, to be encouraged by
meeting supporters and to do their work
in a way that brings glory to God’s name.

Pray for delegates to be inspired to get
involved with our work, whether that
involves becoming an Open the Book
storyteller, doing The Bible Course at
home, equipping their church with the
Good News Bible – The Youth Edition, or
offering the Bible to the world by joining
Bible a Month.

Over all these things, we pray that God’s
will would be done and his name
glorified.

11 – 17 August 

Please pray for the ongoing safety of our
Bible Society staff, especially Ali and Rezki
who are constantly being monitored by
the government’s security agents. Pray
for them to experience God’s peace in all
they do.

Pray for the Bible Society of Algeria’s
wellbeing as the tensions associated with
Algeria’s election period continue. Pray
especially that new policies might be
more favourable to seekers.

18 – 24 August

For encouragement, biblical support and
safety of new seekers, especially those
emerging from the recently held worship
and thanksgiving event that 22 churches
took part in.

Please pray for the preparations for the
Bible Society’s summer camp. Pray that
there will be no problems. Last year it had
to be cancelled because the police closed
the venue so that the camp couldn’t take
place.

25 – 31 August

Please pray for Rezki as he takes on the
new position of leadership, that he will
be inspired and guided by God as he
discerns how to share God’s word in
Algeria.

Please pray for the Bible Society team
in Algeria, for their safety and
protection as they work in difficult
circumstances.

You keep him in perfect peace whose
mind is stayed on you, because he
trusts in you.
Isaiah 26.3 (ESV)

Sharon volunteering at our 
New Wine café 

Rezki speaking at the worship and
thanksgiving event in Algeria



8 – 14 September

Volunteers
Please pray for over 17,200 volunteer
storytellers who are telling Bible stories
regularly in schools. Pray that they model
the work of the Lord in their life, and
inspire the children to whom they tell
stories to learn more about him.

Train the Trainer
Please pray for our Train the Trainer
initiative which enables our Regional
Training and Development Officers to
train volunteer trainers around the
country. This new programme means we
can train and support more storytellers
as they take OtB into their local schools.

15 – 21 September

20th anniversary events
Continuing with our anniversary events
that started in Cornwall in February, we
will be celebrating throughout 2019.Your
prayers are very much appreciated that
these events are a real celebration for
those who have supported us over the
last 20 years as well as encouraging new
storytellers to join teams and leave their
own story legacy for the future.

New teams
Please pray for our OtB teams who are
going into new schools for the first time,
that the children and staff will receive the
stories well and that they will be made to
feel welcome. Pray that they will find
courage when they feel they have none,
to speak in front of the children, and that
they will truly bring God’s word to life.

22 – 28 September

OtB Cymru
OtB is committed to the task of providing
bilingual resources to our Welsh-
speaking supporters and potential
storytellers alike. All our handbooks and
storybooks are available in English and
Welsh and we now need to translate the
website and new resources. 

Please give thanks for our team of Welsh-
speaking staff and freelance workers
who diligently translate materials.

OtB staff
Our energetic team of 10 staff are finding
the workload increasing in quantity and
gathering pace as the project grows and
spreads rapidly across England and
Wales. Please pray for strength,
perseverance, tenacity and
encouragement for our team. 

OtB International
Please continue to pray for our colleague,
Naomi, as she develops our international
work that started in Ghana in 2015.
Making OtB an international project is
higlighting many opportunities, please
pray for us as we expand it to share Bible
stories with children around the world.

Demand for OtB is growing across Ghana
as headteachers hear about all the
volunteers are doing. Please pray for
Charles, Rubby and Elizabeth who lead
OtB there, as they work tirelessly to grow
the programme into new regions and
reach more and more children. 

As children go back to school this month
please pray for Open the Book as they
seek to inspire primary school children
with stories from the Bible.

Your word is a lamp to my feet and 
a light to my path. 
Psalm 119.105 (ESV)
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New initiatives
Please pray for the Open the Book (OtB)
pilot project in Birmingham as it reaches
its conclusion. Give thanks for the team
considering the findings and provide
them with wisdom and discernment to
make the next steps clear. Please pray for
our colleagues from Birmingham City
Mission who have supported this work
over the past two years, that they will see
the fruition of their hard work and
commitment.

Please give thanks for the schools in
Birmingham who have welcomed OtB
teams in areas where the majority of
children are from families whose faith is
other than Christian. Pray that the
willingness of the headteachers has
enabled children who would otherwise
not have encountered the Bible to hear
his word.

We give grateful thanks for the welcome
that OtB has received in a small number
of pilot schools in the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, and
for more than 50 schools who have now
expressed an interest in having OtB
teams visit regularly. Pray for Martha and
her teams of storytellers who are sharing
stories with children who have not heard
them in this way before. 



Please pray for our new work in
prisons and for freedom in Christ
for the prisoners who hear God’s
word.

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me, because the Lord has anointed
me to bring good news to the
poor; he has sent me to bind up
the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those
who are bound.
Isaiah 61.1 (ESV)
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29 September – 5 October
Please pray for those in prison, both
prisoners themselves and the chaplains
who care for and support them. Lord, as
we introduce our new resources for
prisons, may all those who access and
experience them have their lives
changed for good. Heavenly Father, as
we reflect on and pray for those in prison,
please soften our hearts and help us to
be there for those who society is so quick
to reject. No sheep is too lost to you Lord,
so may we be the warmth, heart and
welcome they so desperately need.

6 – 12 and 13 – 19 October
Please pray for the new trauma healing
groups Bible Society trained and
supported in London, as they work to
heal the painful wounds of trauma
experienced by communities. May these
groups begin to heal hearts, both
individually and as a community,
especially those wounded by the pain,
loss and fear caused by knife crime. And
Lord, as we heal the wounds inside, may
we change the world outside.

20 – 26  October and 
27 October – 2 November
Please pray for the training of new
facilitators as we introduce trauma
healing into England and Wales. May
those we train be empowered and
equipped to go out and start healing
wounds of the heart. Father, be with
them as they work with communities
and individuals affected by trauma,
suicide, substance misuse, violent crime
and domestic violence. 
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