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What’s clear is that there are 
tremendous opportunities to share 
God’s word with Chinese people, 
right here in England and Wales. 

Thanks to your support, Bible 
Society is adapting rapidly to reach 
the diaspora community.

Just a few months ago, we brought 
more than 20 Chinese church 
leaders together, to equip them to 
share the Bible with students and 
others. 

Research is being carried out 
to understand the need, new 
resources are in development, 
and there are further plans on the 
horizon. The mission field might 
look different – but God’s word will 
not be held back, and your support 
makes it all possible.

But while circumstances are 
difficult in China, they are easier 
elsewhere – and the opportunity 
to reach Chinese people with the 
message of Jesus has moved much 
closer to home.

Every year, more than 100,000 
Chinese students come to UK 
universities to study; they are by far 
the largest group of international 
students. Meanwhile, half a million 
Hong Kong residents will arrive 
here in the next three years. They’re 
just the first wave; three million 
people are eligible for permanent 
visas.

For Dr Yinxuan Huang, a researcher 
working with Bible Society, it’s an 
exciting time. ‘Chinese Christianity 
is at a very important junction. 
Covid, social and political changes, 
restrictive regulations against 
Christianity, the movement of 
people from Hong Kong … This is a 
watershed moment, and we don’t 
exactly know what will happen 
next,’ he said.

Chat with our 
Chief Exec
Q: What can we give thanks for 
as Bible Society from 2021? 

A: Although we’ve experienced 
difficulties and the loss of loved 
ones as a result of Covid, on the 
whole our staff have been well, 
healthy and safe, for which I’m 
very grateful. 

I am thankful for our recruitment 
last year. We were concerned 
about recruitment given the 
difficulties with Covid, but we’ve 
had some excellent senior hires 
who’ve really made a difference. 
It’s wonderful that God has 
brought more quality people to 
our teams.

We’re really grateful for our 
supporters. Many charities have 
had to cut wages or lay people off 
but because of your generosity 
we haven’t had to do those things. 
We have been able to continue 
undertaking our mission and 
growing in our ability to have an 
impact.

The highlight of Bible 
engagement for us last year was 
the Psalm 23 Garden at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show, which 
won several awards. But more 
importantly, it was an exciting 
opportunity to see many people 
who haven’t engaged with the 
Bible before, or for a very long 
time, being touched, excited, 
moved and engaged by Psalm 23 
as they looked at this garden and 
talked with our volunteers.

Q: What plans can our 
supporters pray for in 2022? 

A: We are really excited to be 
focusing on Bible engagement 
and mobilising the Church for 
Bible engagement among the 
spiritually open and those who 
are even cooler towards the 
Bible. This is the focus of the 
coming year, here at home and 
globally. There will be some 
great initiatives and gatherings 
of churches and equipping for 
Bible mission with unreached 
audiences in this country. 
We’re also launching a major 
global Bible engagement and 
audience research project with 
our sister Bible Societies around 
the world. Please pray for this 
project, which is complex and 
ambitious.

Finally, please pray for our 
leadership at Bible Society. The 
experience of the pandemic 
has been very demanding 
and tiring for everyone, but 
particularly for our leaders. 
Leadership is important in 
bringing clarity and vision, 
and helping people feel cared 
for and able to focus on their 
work. So, please do pray for 
Bible Society’s leaders: for their 
protection, encouragement and 
the strengthening of God this 
year. 
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Dear Supporters

We pray you are 
well and give 
thanks for your 
generous support and prayers, 
particularly over the last two 
difficult years. Please be 
encouraged by the impact your 
support is having around the 
world. In this edition you will 
see how your support is sharing 
the Bible in the Middle East and 
North Africa and exciting 
projects here at home. 

Don’t miss our new Easter 
resources to help you and your 
church celebrate the greatest 
moment in history, Jesus’ victory 
over death on the cross. 

Every blessing

Larissa Morava

‘Watershed 
moment’ 
for Chinese
Church
China is changing. But while 
one door closes, another 
opens – and your support 
means Bible ministry is 
adapting fast to ensure the 
message of Jesus reaches 
those who need to hear it.

Freelance writer 

Claire Smith

Once home to the fastest-growing 
Church on the planet, today, China 
is tightening up. 

The stricter implementation of 
religious law since 2020 and 
pandemic control measures have 
limited the activities of the Church 
in China to low key and minimal. 
The creation of harmony between 
Bible teaching and authoritative 
Chinese ideas and culture is 
taking place under the agenda of 
theological sinicisation.  

The increasingly enforced 
regulations are designed to limit 
the spread of what is seen in China 
as ‘Western’ ideology. Many Bible 
Society projects to share God’s 
word have faced obstacles in recent 
years – not just due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Under these circumstances, many 
Christians are valuing the Bible 
even more. Not satisfied with only 
having a Bible available to them, 
they now want to understand God’s 
word even deeper. For instance, 
reading biblical languages, doing 
in-depth biblical study and gaining 
theological education online have 
become new trends.
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Your impact in the Middle East
Demand for the Bible has 

never been higher – 
and,right now, there are 

real opportunities to share God’s 
word. Your support is bringing 
the hope and faith in God where 
they are needed most.

Egypt: Gospel 
outreach
10 per cent of people in 
Egypt are Christians

One third of Egyptians live 
on £1 a day

In this Muslim-majority nation, 
your support is helping to meet 
the overwhelming demand for 
God’s word. Scripture booklets and 
leaflets are provided to churches, 
to hand out during local events. 
Bible and New Testaments are 
distributed among Christians who 
are too poor to buy their own 
copy. Online Bible reading plans 
are reaching thousands of people 
with God’s word. 

Ehab Tanas, senior director of Bible 
work in Egypt, said, ‘This is the 
word of God that changed your 
life. When you put it into the hands 
of someone else, it changes their 
life too.’

Lebanon:
Children’s ministry
Three-quarter of families  
in poverty
1 in 4 people are under 15

Lebanon is in the midst of a deep 
economic recession; the currency is 
collapsing, basic goods are in short 
supply, and there’s been deadly 
violence on the streets. Our team 
has always prioritised children’s 
ministry – and now, that’s vital. 

Your support is bringing our unique 
clown and puppet show to schools 
and refugee camps, to retell Bible 
stories, and our national Bible quiz 
engages 10,000 children a year.  
Our Beirut exhibition, Bible 
World, is welcoming visitors again 
following lockdown.

Conflict continues in many areas of 
Syria. Around 80 per cent of people 
live below the poverty line, and 
millions of families are displaced 
with little hope of returning home. 

In the midst of it all, our amazing 
team faithfully serves. Your support 
helps distribute Scripture, train 
leaders, support persecuted 
Christians and care for families. 

Jordan: Trauma 
healing
A generation traumatised  
by war

1994: Our first Bible-based trauma 
healing launched

Our teams see the devastating 
consequences of trauma every day: 
children who have lost the ability 
to speak, teens who are aggressive 
and abusing drugs, adults without 
hope. Your support will train 100 
new trauma healing facilitators 
in Jordan this year, so they’ll be 
equipped to run Bible-based 
healing sessions with refugees and 
others.

One refugee, Sarab, who took part 
with her family, said, ‘It was worth 
the journey from Syria to Jordan 
to see the transformation in my 
children. My pain is overcome by 
joy now I know the children can 
grow up in peace and love.’

The Middle East and North Africa 
remains in the grip of crisis. Years 
of unprecedented violence have 
traumatised children and plunged 
millions into poverty. The Covid-19 
pandemic only added another 
layer of hardship to a desperate 
situation.

Lina’s story
‘I am so happy to  
receive my first Bible!’ 

Thirteen-year-old Lina* leans 
over and immerses herself in 
the pages of the Bible she’s just 
received.

Christians are in a tiny minority 
in Jordan, where Lina lives. 
With growing friction between 
moderate and radical Islamic 
elements, there’s a simmering 
tension in this authoritarian 
nation. But every Friday, as 
others head to the mosque for 
prayers, Lina skips through the 
narrow streets of Amman to 
join our youth group. 

‘I always feel unloved being 
the only girl in a house filled 
with boys, but here I feel Jesus’ 
love for me,’ said Lina. ‘I eagerly 
wait for Friday to go to church 
and hear new stories about 
Jesus. I love learning about 
him.’ 

Your support is putting Bibles 
into the hands of young 
people like Lina, equipping 
them to be strong Christian 
witnesses in a troubled region; 
thank you so much.
*name changed to protect 
her identity

George Andrea, who leads Bible 
Society from our base in Aleppo, 
said, ‘We might be physically 
exhausted, but we are sharing 
treasures with people across Syria. 
Thanks to you, we are not alone!’

Syria: Supporting the Church

‘God is our refuge and strength,  
an ever-present help in trouble.’ 
(Psalm 46.1, NIV)
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But your support is bringing hope, 
healing and faith where they are 
needed most. Here’s a snapshot of 
your amazing impact in the Middle 
East, as you share the Bible and 
change people’s lives.
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Bible Society’s Psalm 23 
Garden at September’s 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
was a triumph of design, 
and won yet another gold 
medal for its creator Sarah 
Eberle – not to mention an 
award for Best Construction 
and another for Best 
Sanctuary Garden. 

But winning medals wasn’t the 
point of it, of course. In an age 
when – in the West, at least – 
Scripture is often ignored or 
forgotten, the Psalm 23 Garden was 
a way of saying to huge numbers 
of people, ‘The Bible has something 
to say to you today.’ Its depiction 
of the green pastures and quiet 
waters spoke of the times of rest 
we experience in our lives, and 
particularly of the healing power  
of God’s creation. 

The water falling into the pool 
evoked refreshment, but it was not 
a comfortable landscape –  
the stepping stones and the huge 
rocks created a sense of difficulty 
and danger, a reference to the 
‘valley of the shadow of death’ of 
which the psalmist speaks. At the 
same time, it was a place of life  
and movement – not just because 
of the falling water, but because  
it was quickly colonised by insects 
of all kinds. 

The whole garden spoke of a 
passage through life, through 
good times and bad, with the 
Good Shepherd as our guide and 
guardian, and an eternal home at 
the end of the journey.

Sarah herself described the garden 
as ‘deeply spiritual’. It touched the 
lives of many who saw it – our Bible 
Society volunteers at the Show 
were able to speak to many who 
were genuinely moved by it. Actor 
Jim Carter (Carson in Downton 
Abbey) called it ‘a little piece of 
perfect heaven’, while Sally Phillips, 
who opened it for us and read the 
psalm for the gathered media, 
reflected on how God speaks to us 
through the natural world as well 
as through the Bible. 

A Chelsea Pensioner, Arthur Currie, 
who watched the Show go up 
from his window in the Hospital 
overlooking the ground, said: ‘I 
think the garden was wonderful 
– one of, if not the best one there.’ 
And there were many meaningful 
conversations, some of them 
tearful, with people who were 
able to make the connection 
between their own life experiences 
and the green pastures and dark 
valleys of the psalm. This was 
Scripture in action, and a striking 
demonstration of the power of the 
word of God in the lives of those 
who in their everyday lives might 
pay it little or no attention at all. 

Apart from those who saw it in real 
life, there was extensive coverage 
on the BBC, which has the exclusive 
rights to broadcast the Show. 
The garden was featured on local 
and national radio stations, in 
gardening and lifestyle magazines, 
and in Christian media too. 
For many, the idea that part of the 
Bible could speak into their lives 
today was a revelation. In this time 
of pandemic, when the shadow 
of death has hovered over so 
many lives, this psalm has rarely 

seemed more relevant. Making a 
connection between a garden and 
the Bible has allowed it to speak to 
a different sort of audience, most of 
them not churchgoers. God’s word 
is enduringly powerful; sometimes 
we need to find new ways of 
making it heard. 

While the Show may be over, 
this is not the end of the garden. 
It has been re-created at the 
new Winchester Hospice, and 
will provide a place of spiritual 
nourishment and reflection for 
patients, their families and the 
hospice staff for many years to 
come. It will be clearly identified 
as the Psalm 23 Garden, and those 
who may be at a very difficult stage 
of their lives will be pointed again 
to the God who loves them and 
walks with them to the end. 

You can get involved in the 
Psalm 23 Garden project too. 
You might have a bit of unloved 
ground at your church, school 
or community centre. We’re 
encouraging people to create 
Psalm 23 Gardens of their own. 

They don’t have to be prize-
winners, but they do have 
to bring people together in 
creating something worthwhile.

You need four elements: a tree, 
water, a meadow (a few square 
metres will do!) and somewhere 
to sit. 

For more details see our 
website: biblesociety.org.uk/
psalm23garden

The Psalm 23 Garden wins gold 
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show

On the first morning it 
was open, bees were 
busy in the eupatoria, a 
butterfly rested on one 
of the warm stones and 
a dragonfly investigated 
the pool. There was also a 
robin, who sang from the 
waterfall rock. 

Editor

Mark Woods
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At Bible Society, we’ve 
started a programme 
called Navigating Trauma. 

One of Bible Society’s aims is to 
catalyse Bible inspired change in 
the world. We believe that God’s 
word is powerful and that he 
works through it to change lives, 
for good. 

Navigating Trauma is a Scripture-
based programme that leads 
people through trauma towards a 
place of peace. 

It uses Scripture to help people 
who’ve experienced trauma to 
reflect on what they’ve suffered. 
As they enter the world of the 
Bible, they find their own stories 
there too. Sharing their insights 
and responses leads to deep 
encounters with one another and 
with God. 

Lighting a path through the dark
Navigating Trauma isn’t a quick 
fix, and we don’t claim it will heal 
every hurt. But working through 
the programme with others can 
help to build resilience and give 
participants the tools they need 
to live full and rich lives again. 
The word ‘trauma’ describes our 
response to events like disaster, 
violence or abuse, whether those 
are single events or ongoing. 

Trauma doesn’t go away over a 
set period of time. Sometimes, it 
can have a long-lasting effect on 
our relationship with God, our 
friends and our family, and may 

even affect the way we relate to 
ourselves. However, God is always 
close to the broken-hearted. The 
Bible shows us how God relates to 
those who are suffering. With the 
Navigating Trauma programme, 
Scripture is the compass we look 
to, to guide us towards wholeness.

The Navigating Trauma 
programme is designed to help 
you and the people you journey 
with to address the lasting 
effects of trauma. It uses a fusion 
of mental health best practice 
and contextual Bible reading to 
help churches, faith groups and 
chaplains. Originally formed in 
North Africa, it is licensed by 
the Trauma Healing Institute, an 
extension of the American Bible 
Society. 
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The programme consists of six 
core lessons, and up to eight 
optional ones. Each lesson starts 
with a story. The story leads into 
an interactive session around 
questions of loss or grief. From 
this discussion the lesson moves 
to the question of how best we 
can support those who have 
experienced different types of 
suffering in their lives. To aid 
discussion, there are stories from 
Scripture, illustrative examples, 
creative exercises and personal 
reflections. Paramount to the 
programme is that every lesson 
comes back to Scripture to help 
answer the questions that arise 
through the lesson.

All of the sessions are delivered 
in small groups run by trained 
volunteers. At Bible Society, we 
provide the training for you to 
become a facilitator in Navigating 
Trauma. Perhaps you don’t 
know what the Bible has to say 
about trauma. Or you might 
know the Bible well, but would 
like to understand more about 
mental health best practice. We 
are looking for people who are 
kind and reliable to come and 
receive training to deliver the 
programme. 

Of course, we must ensure 
that Navigating Trauma is safe 
for both the facilitators and 
the participants, so we need 
to partner with churches and 
organisations to deliver the 
programme. If you want to be 
part of this new programme, you 
can visit the Bible Society website 
(biblesociety.org.uk) and search 
for Navigating Trauma. This will 
give you information about the 
programme and details of the 
process to follow, to register your 
interest.

The next step is to attend an 
Online Gathering, the next one 
planned is on 25 March 2022. 
These sessions will give you a 
taste of Navigating Trauma. We 
will show you more about the 
programme and help you decide 
whether you might want to get 
involved.

Once you’ve come along to 
an Online Gathering, we can 
continue the conversation 
about whether Navigating 
Trauma might work in your 
organisation’s context. You will 
need the support of your church 
or organisation leader, to be put 
forward for training. 

The leader will need to complete 
some safeguarding paperwork 
and ensure that you undertake 
a DBS check. If all of these are 
successfully completed, we’ll 
invite you to a five-day training 
session to equip you to deliver 
Navigating Trauma. We hope that 
as partnerships grow, we can 
build a community of churches 
and organisations offering help to 
people across your local area. 

Navigating Trauma offers a 
proven, Bible-based approach 
that helps churches, faith groups 
and chaplains to support their 
communities through the 
experience and impact of trauma. 
Partner with us, and together 
we can start a movement that 
changes lives and transforms 
communities.

Find out more at 
biblesociety.org.uk/ntwia

Community 
Engagement Manager

Harry Fenner 
Crawley



The Bible Course
Explore the BIG story

If you’re looking for a great resource 
to equip your small group to read 
the Bible better for themselves, 
check out The Bible Course.

The course provides a birds-eye 
view of the whole of the Bible and 
shows how it all fits together to 
form one cohesive story. Over eight 
interactive sessions it highlights 
key books, famous characters and 
amazing events. The course guide 
gives you everything you need to 
run the course including notes, 
quotes and questions.

The course is ideal for one-to-ones, 
study groups or larger gatherings. It 
can be run online or face to face. 

You can choose to buy the films as 
a DVD, digital download or via our 
new streaming platform – which 
is designed specifically for when 
you’re running the course on 
platforms like Zoom and Skype.
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The Bible Course: 
Personal Edition
Coming in March

From March, The Bible Course will 
be available to use on an individual 
basis. Like the Group Edition, the 
Personal Edition explores the big 
picture of the Bible, but it enables 
people who are not part of a small 
group to enjoy the course by 
themselves at their own pace – 
wherever and whenever they like. 

The course is delivered via a new 
online platform that allows people 
to track their progress, watch the 
videos and engage with interactive 
content, and provides links to our 
online Bible. 

While the core content is the same 
as the Group Edition, it has been 
adapted for individual use with 
extra content, and a new host 
(Joanna Adeyinka-Burford)  
will guide participants through  
the course.

Three ways to take part in The Bible Course:

The Bible Series
Experience a better story 

The story of life is full of questions, 
such as ‘What’s the meaning of life?’ or 
‘What brings peace in the storms?’

This is where The Bible Series comes in. 
Over seven sessions it will take you on 
a journey through the big story of the 
Bible. It will show you how the Bible 
connects with our deep human need 
for meaning, freedom, peace, love, 
community and hope.

Whether you are meeting online or in 
your church building, The Bible Series 
features a suite of free resources such 
as sermon messages, testimony films, 
Scripture reading videos, exclusive 
children’s and youth resources and a 
spoken word series. A series book by 
Andrew Ollerton also gives a personal 
guide to the series with bite-size 
chapters and Bible readings.

The Bible Series
Small Group Experience

In this new resource, which is part of The Bible Series, 
Andrew Ollerton provides an introduction to the big story 
of the Bible. This engaging series of short films is perfect 
for home-group leaders to use with their small group – 
whether you are meeting at home, in your church or online

The seven films cover the key themes of the Bible from our 
origins in Genesis to the hope of our future home revealed 
in Revelation. Each film comes with an easy-to-use 
discussion guide that will enable your group to dig deeper 
and explore the themes in more detail.

These resources are free for every church because we want 
to provide help and support as we adjust to new ways of 
meeting and sharing God’s word with each other.

‘I can’t wait to see the difference that The Bible Series 
will have on our church as we lead people in the pursuit 
of Jesus, to see our lives and the communities of those 
we love transformed. Thank you so much, Bible Society.’ 
Sim Dendy
Freedom Church, Romsey 

In groups: face to face
Films available as a DVD 

or digital download

In groups: online
Films available via our 

streaming platform
Individually: online

Films available via our 
online platform

‘If you are looking for a 
course to help your church 
or small group engage and 
understand the story of 
the Bible, can I encourage 
you to look at The Bible 
Course. The Bible is the 
only book that we can 
read in the company of 
the author, which is an 
incredible thought. The 
Bible Course will enrich you 
and you will discover truth, 
wisdom and guidance.’
Revd Canon J.John
Evangelist and author 

Whether individually or 
as part of a group, why 
not take part in The Bible 
Course? Go to 
biblesociety.org.uk/
thebiblecourse To find out more and to host The Bible Series, visit biblesociety.org.uk/tbs

The Bible Series has been developed in partnership with KingsGate  
Community Church and Hope Together
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The Lent Encounter  
is back for 2022 and this year we 
are journeying through the life and 
ministry of Jesus. We start with his 
baptism and encounter themes, 
such as restoration, teaching the 
beatitudes and the power of God’s 
word. Visit biblesociety.org.uk/TLE 
to sign up for free and receive a 
daily email with videos of Andrew 
Ollerton exploring the Holy Land, 
as well as personal reflections from 
Bible Society staff, prayers and 
conversation starters for you to try 
out with family and friends. Let’s 
encounter Jesus afresh this Lent. 

Sign up now at 
biblesociety.org.uk/TLE

The Greatest Miracle of All
Our new Easter booklet for children, begins with the last 
supper, takes us through the crucifixion of Jesus and ends 
with the greatest miracle of all – the resurrection of Jesus! 
Wonderfully written by Bob Hartman, it’s a perfect give-away 
for children in your family, community and school to share the 
gospel message. For ages 7 – 11, available in English and Welsh.

The In-between Time 
Those weeks in between the resurrection and the day 
of Pentecost are jam packed with amazing and exciting 
stories that speak into the way we live out faith today. 
Why not join us after Easter in looking at those Biblical 
stories as a church and family? We have a collection of 
ideas that your whole congregation can engage with both 
at church and at home. You can be sure of plenty of fun, 
multi-sensory, and adaptable activities that will suit any 
setting from worship to youth group to family time. There’s 
a brilliant free poster to download, illustrating the events 
of the in-between time which you can use in your church, 
with a black and white version to colour as well.

Journey with us 
through Lent, Easter 
and Pentecost
To see all our Easter resources
go to biblesociety.org.uk/easter 
or call on 01793 418222.

End of the Road?
Dig deeper into the Easter story 
with End of the Road? which points 
its readers towards archaeological 
and documentary evidence of the 
world-changing events leading up to 
Easter Day. Treating them as pieces of 
a puzzle, Michael Pfundner explores 
the questions we might have about 
the narrative: who were the leaders in 
charge of Jerusalem during Jesus’ time? 
What was life like for them under Roman 
rule? Is it true that Jesus’ crucifixion was 
not the end of the road for him, that he 
was seen alive again?

Informative and interesting, End of the 
Road? takes us from Passover to the 
cross to the resurrection on Easter Day. 
This short book is perfect for those who 
would like to know more about the 
history behind the Easter story and can 
be used as a handout in churches or 
during outreach.

Lent

Wonder Walks, created by  
our colleagues at the Scottish  
Bible Society, is a walking route 
map with a big difference – it 
doesn’t matter where you go! 
Download one of our eight maps 
and take it with you when you go 
out for a walk. On each map you 
will find something to read from 
the Gospel of Mark, questions to 
think about, games to play, and 
ideas to pray about. You don’t need 
to prepare anything in advance; 
just download your map and head 
off for your weekly Wonder Walk!

There’s a walk for each Sunday 
in Lent, concluding with a  
Good Friday and Easter Walk,
but you can use these walks 
anytime you go out!

Easter

The Easter Poem
The Easter Poem retells the story of Jesus that changed 
the world, written by Bob Hartman with beautiful 
illustrations by Honor Ayres for ages 1 – 6, available in 
English and Welsh. There’s also a video animation of The 
Easter Poem, great to show in your church Easter service. 

Pentecost
Pop-Up Pentecost Service
An interactive service for all 
ages to celebrate the birthday 
of the Church together. There is 
something for everyone and will 
bring the story to life in a new and 
exciting way.

Jesus appears to
the disciples
LUKE 24.36–49

Road to Emmaus
LUKE 24.13–35

Peter, feed my sheep
JOHN 21.15–25

Ascension
ACTS 1.6–11

Thomas doubts
JOHN 20.24–29

Great Commission
MATTHEW 28.16–20

Easter
LUKE 24.1–12

Cast your net on
the other side

JOHN 21.1–14 Pentecost
ACTS 2

The In-Between Time
EASTER TO PENTECOST

Easy Easter Pop-Up Service 
Following the very popular instant nativity 
Christmas script, we’ve created the Easy Easter Pop-
Up Service, perfect for Easter Day. The pop up script 
follows The Greatest Miracle of All and, as its name 
suggests, all you need in preparation is a willing cast 
and a copy of the script to retell the Easter story.

EASY EASTER 
POP-UP 
SERVICE

Easy Easter  
Pop-Up Service

1

Notes and preparation
This service can be done without any preparation or rehearsal, or you can ask a few people to help ahead 
of time and give them one of the passages from the Bible. It can be done with no props and using only the 
congregation’s imagination, or it can involve some slides or video. You could have one person do all the ‘Say’ 
parts or share it out between several people by handing out parts ahead of time. Children can contribute in 
every part of this service through participating or leading a section of it. 

What you will need
Before church, decorate for a birthday party (streamers, bunting, Happy Birthday sign, etc). This could be in 
the worship space or wherever you have a drink afterwards

A plate with a small birthday cake or cupcake that has a trick candle on top that relights when you blow it 
out (you will want to practise this). You could have a child or young person hold the plate for you

Another cake for serving to everyone after church

Chart paper and stand with a thick felt tip for writing things down as people call out what Jesus did here on 
earth

Temple
It is important to set the stage for what happened on the day of Pentecost. Have a slide or picture or video 
of the layout of the temple available to show. The temple wasn’t just a building, it was a huge complex 
or campus. We have written a brief description of the temple into the service, but you may want to find a 
short video tour of the Herodian Temple (which is from the time Jesus was alive on earth) online to help 
people visualise it, or show an image of the floorplan of the temple. 

Here is a video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wm7DLUPS9kY) to get you started thinking about 
how you can paint a picture of the temple for people. 

Wind
You could have the congregation make the wind sound together or have a recording of a strong wind 
blowing.

Pop-up Pentecost All Age/ 
Family Service
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YOURLETTERS&
COMMENTS

So much thought, prayer and work have gone into this 
Word in Action. I particularly like to see whole families 
joining together as they use the Family Edition of the 
Good News Bible. However, my thoughts and prayers 
particularly go out to all those brave souls who are 
prepared to take the good news around the world of 
hope and of God’s love for those who are in so many 
difficult situations. May God bless you all.

MARGARET, COVENTRY

The title says it all - ‘Word in 
Action’! It is truly inspirational, 
uplifting, encouraging and 
vitally needed to circulate God’s 
word around the globe.
God bless you all.
PAM, BRISTOL

Email us your thoughts and comments at wia@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form attached.
 We reserve the right to edit letters for style and length. 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent those of Bible Society.

       WE LOVE TO              
HEAR FROM YOU

When Jesus began his ministry, he 
stood up in the synagogue and 
read from Isaiah 61. He said that 
the Lord had sent him to ‘proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free’ (Luke 4.18 
NIV). This verse always humbles 
me. The gospel is a light to those 
who are in darkness. We can’t take 
the place of Christ’s ultimate work 
on the cross, but through his grace, 
and the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit, we can operate as his hands 
and feet. In our ministry at Bible 

Society we are always pointing 
to Jesus. Part of my role is to help 
those in prison encounter the 
Word of God. Although issues 
in prison are always complex, 
we want to give everyone the 
opportunity to encounter the 
person who proclaims freedom 
for the prisoners and sets the 
oppressed free. 

Harry Fenner Crawley
Community Engagement 
Manager at Bible SocietyO
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Biblepeople:
I work in the fundraising team at 
Bible Society, and have been here 
for just over 10 years. It’s such an 
honour to work for an organisation 
whose mission is to share the most 
relevant, diverse and inspiring 
book ever written. Growing up in 
a Christian household, I didn’t ever 
consider how blessed we are in 
the UK to have access to multiple 
versions of the Bible every day. 
I can read, understand, connect 
with and pray through God’s word 
whenever I like. I don’t have to 
hide or deny my faith and I can 
openly refer to the Bible without 
any real judgement or actual 
danger. Working for Bible Society 
has taught me how precious this 

reality is and how we must do all we 
can to make it possible for others to 
experience it too.

So, we re-launched Bike for Bibles. 
This year our incredible team of 
cyclists rode over 13,000 miles and 
raised over £22,000 to help get the 
Bible into the hands of Christians in 
remote places, translate it into more 
languages and share its life-changing 
message of hope. I am so grateful for 
the commitment and generosity of the 
Bike for Bibles 2021 team. Their passion 
for sharing God’s word (and cycling) is 
truly inspiring and something I hope 
will continue to grow each year.  
Find out more at biblesociety.org.
uk/bikeforbibles

Abbie Doyle
Fundraising Campaigns Manager  
at Bible Society

I enjoy reading and finding out more of how your 
work is reaching many more people. So good to hear 
that the Family Edition is being well used because the 
family is at the heart of society and I especially love 
Open the Book - schools need to open their doors to it.

MARJORIE, LONDON

Please carry on this wonderful 
work in bringing our Christian 
faith through the Bible 
that your organisation is 
doing in so many countries 
throughout our world -  
God bless you all.
ARTHUR, RUDDINGTON

There is so much doom and 
gloom on TV. It cheers me up 
no end to read all that’s being 
done by you and many other 
charities in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May God 
continue to guide, bless and 
enable you to carry on your 
work in his name. 
IRENE, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

I always enjoy reading it very much. A Bible means 
so much to so many people and children.
It makes me feel humble and blessed that I have 
taken for granted having a Bible all my life.
Thank you for the amazing work you do.
The smiling faces say it all!

ANN, CRAWLEY
Great news for those who are partial 
to a piece of cake! Bake for Bibles 
will be launching in 2022. Take 
inspiration from The Great British 
Bake Off and host your own church 
tea party in September 2022. Share 
your favourite Bible verse and a 
delicious bake while raising money 
to get the Bible into the hands of 
people longing for it. 

If church tea parties aren’t your 
thing, perhaps you could bake 
something to sustain a Bike for 
Bibles team through their ride? 
Or hold a bake sale to boost their 
fundraising total. However you do 
it, we would love you to be involved 
and join us in Bake for Bibles 2022. 

Sign up at biblesociety.org.uk/
bakeforbibles

Bake for Bibles 2022

Why have Youth for Christ  
and Bible Society made a  
Bible for families? 

Lou: At Youth for Christ, we are 
passionate about seeing young 
people’s lives changed by Jesus. 
Our research* shows that young 
people are saying that the thing 
that influences them the most 
in how they think about God 
and spirituality is actually the 
family, so we are really excited 
to be providing something that 
will help a household do faith at 
home.

Jo: When I was a young person 
I remember grabbing my Bible 
and heading to my room to read 
my Bible by myself. This is great, 
but there comes a point when 
you get to a part and think, ‘This 
doesn’t make sense’ or, ‘What’s 
this bit all about?’ So, we have 
created a way of interacting with 
the Bible that provides space 
and tools for a family to find their 
own confidence and rhythm in 
exploring the Bible at home. 

How do families go about  
using the Good News Bible – 
Family Edition? 

Tom: Jo, your family just love 
sitting down and being super 
calm and reading all day, don’t 
they?
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Brand new Good News Bible –  
Family Edition launching this month!

Jo: Ha! No, definitely not. I can 
imagine us having this Family 
Edition open on the floor in our 
house, one of us sitting next to it 
with a pen and then probably one 
or two of my children climbing and 
literally jumping around, definitely 
not sitting reading. They would be 
moving, but still engaging. And I 
can see my eldest with her phone 
Googling things, scanning the QR 
codes to watch the videos. And 
maybe some Lego going on at the 
same time. The Bible would be 
a centre point with the freedom 
for everyone to be themselves. It 
would be messy, but a beautiful 
thing.

Lou: We’re aware that families 
are diverse, so in designing the 
Bible we were being faced with 
the mammoth task of creating 
interaction in a whole range of 
ways. We know that time is an issue 
for families, and so is confidence to 
know how to engage with the Bible 
together. So we have hundreds of 
suggestions through five different 
types of interactions, Think, Chat, 
Do, Create and Watch. There is 
something for everyone.

Tom: It isn’t about saying, ‘We know 
how to read the Bible as a family 
and this is how you should do it’ 
but rather, ‘Here are some tools so 
that your family can be confident to 
explore the Bible in your own home 
together.’ 

Lou: … pulling all of that diversity 
and chaos together into this 
wonderful mix!

Jo: I think too, that the size of the 
book is going to be so valuable.  
It is a large book. Imagine it in the 
middle of a table, or on the floor 
in the middle of a room - it’s quite 
symbolic, isn’t it? This is our focus, 
this is the centre, but there is space 
around it and within it for us to 
explore who God has created us  
to be.

What makes this Bible  
special? 

Jo: We spent a long time looking 
at options for how we could make 
it work so more than one person 
could look at the text at the same 
time. We held consultations, 
printed out loads of different 
options, and landed with the pages 
facing outwards …

Tom: We’ve twisted them around 
so that as some are reading one 
page, other members could be 
colouring or doodling or writing, 
while others can watch one of 
the videos on their phone. We 
genuinely believe that we have 
made a useful Bible here. 

Lou: Yes, making it useful was so 
important – so as we went about 
the process of designing it we 
thought about the space of the 
Bible very intentionally. 

Jo: That’s why there is space on the 
cover and inside for your family to 
explore in your own unique way.

Lou: The dust jacket for the Bible 
is actually re-useable so that a 
family can create their own cover 
and as we know that families are 
continually growing and changing 
the cover can change alongside 
them.

Jo: There will also be an online 
community for families to engage 
in wider discussions and access 
even more Bible interactions. 

Bible Society has been working in partnership with 
Youth for Christ to create something that it believes 
will impact the lives of young people and their 
families. Jo Squires, Tom Spicer and Lou Woolcock 
from Youth for Christ have been working on the 
project since the beginning.

 Jo Squires

Lou Woolcock

Tom Spicer

To order your copy of 
the new Good News 
Bible – Family Edition 
go to biblesociety.
org.uk/GNBfamily or 
scan this QR code

* https://yfc.co.uk/faithandspirituality/ 
Adapted from an article originally published 
in Together Magazine, July 2021.

So, the journey of discovering the 
Bible will go beyond this book.

What is our hope for the impact  
of this Bible?

Lou: We really believe that 
this Bible is going to be 
transformational for families. This 
Bible invites the whole family to 
participate. Not just to read  
or hear it read, but to actively 
engage with it together, so 
together, they can grow in faith.

The Green family are delighted 
with the very first copy of the 
Good News Bible - Family Edition.
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Brand new
Easter children’s
booklet

The Greatest Miracle of All begins with the last supper, 
takes us through the crucifixion of Jesus and ends 
with the greatest miracle of all – the resurrection of  
Jesus! Wonderfully written by Bob Hartman, it’s a  
perfect give-away for children in your family,  
community and school to share the gospel message. 
For ages 7 – 11, available in English and Welsh.

To order The Greatest Miracle of All and see all the resources for 
Lent, Easter and Pentecost go to biblesociety.org.uk/easter


