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In 2020 we are

launching several

exciting projects

here at home. On

the front cover are

some of the cast of our

virtual reality film called

Home360, coming to a city

near you later this year (pages

4 and 5). We’re delighted to be

sponsoring a garden at the

world-famous RHS Chelsea

Flower Show, which will bring

Psalm 23 to life (pages 8 and

9) and we’re shining a light on

the state of faith in England

and Wales today through a

project called Lumino.

To find out how you can get

involved with these projects,

keep reading! Thank you so

much for your support in our

mission together to share the

Bible with the world. 

Every blessing

Larissa Morava

Word in Action editor
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Front cover: Photography by
Adam Smith – some of the
actors from our Home360 film. 

Q: Can you tell us about the
Home360 film (featured on
pages 4 and 5) and the impact
we’re seeking to have around
the country?
A: We believe that the Bible is not
simply a religious document for
Christians, but it’s a public
document for humanity, a love
letter from God to all. But many
people in our society never read
the Bible and don’t get to
experience that message. 

Home360 is a project where we
are taking the big story of the Bible
into the public arena, particularly
targeting those groups of people
that our research shows us are
open to its message and spiritually
searching. There are about 12
million of these people in the
country, 20 per cent of the
population. 

We’ve designed a virtual reality
experience that tells the story of
the Bible in a high-tech setting. If
you imagine a mobile IMAX
cinema that looks a bit like a
spaceship landing in the middle of
your town square, that gives you a
flavour of the experience that
people will have in ten major cities
around the country and at three
major festivals during 2020. 

We’re hoping that people who
have a desire to know more about
the Bible, but struggle with its size
and complexity, will not only
experience the Bible’s story but
actually encounter God as they do

so. We are partnering with local
churches so they can follow up
with people after they’ve seen the
film.

Q: How can our supporters and
their churches get involved with
the Lumino project (featured on
page 5)?
A: This project is based on a very
extensive piece of research that
we’ve curated on a website called
Lumino. Lumino will give leaders
in churches a great deal of insight
into how different types of people
in our society think about the
Bible, what obstacles they have to
reading it, what interest they have
in reading it and how better to
communicate with them. 

All of this is designed so local
churches can be more aware of
the kinds of questions and
attitudes that people have
towards the Bible, not only in
church congregations, but also
outside in the community. One of
the most important findings of our
research is that there is a very large
group of people who are
spiritually open and want to know
more about the Bible but aren’t
currently going to church. Those
are the people we are really
seeking to reach in 2020 through
projects like Home360, Chelsea
(pages 8 and 9) and Lumino. To
find out more go to lumino.org.uk

Chat with our
Chief Exec
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On 19 September 2020, Bike for
Bibles is coming to the UK. Choose 
to cycle either 50 or 100 miles
around the beautiful Wiltshire
countryside and raise money to
support Bible Society mission. 

As well as a day of great challenge, 
it will be a day of great celebration.
We’ll be celebrating the Bible, the
people taking part, their
commitment to supporting our
work, the churches along the route
that are offering rest stops, prayer
and delicious cake, motivational
speakers and so much more. 

As this is our launch year, we are
starting small, but aiming big!
Colleagues in Australia and Canada
have been running Bike for Bibles
since the 1980s and have seen it
grow into a community, as well as 
a regular fundraising challenge. 

We are hoping that our community
of cyclists, volunteers and marshals
will grow each year and become a
dynamic, energetic and active group
that inspires change both here in
England and Wales and around 
the world. 

Cyclists will arrive at the Bible Society
office in Swindon at 6 am on 19
September. They will be greeted with
breakfast, prayer, motivational
speeches and practical care for their
bikes and their bodies. Each cyclist is
challenged to raise £10 for every mile
that they plan to cycle (either 50 or

100 miles) and the money raised will
go towards Bible work in China,
Africa, the Middle East and here in
England and Wales. It is so exciting to
think that you can translate, print
and distribute 12,000 Bibles around
the world, or provide two more
vehicles to our colleagues in Africa,
so they can distribute Bibles and aid,
or train 1,500 new pastors in China,
all because of one cycle ride!
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Calling all Bible-
lovers, cycling
enthusiasts and
challenge seekers;
this one is for you!

Bike for Bibles 2020

We print Word in Action on responsibly sourced paper and carry the Forest Stewardship Council® logo.

‘I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.’ Philippians 4.13 (ESV)

If you’d like to be involved
in Bike for Bibles, please
pray for us and all the
cyclists taking part as we
prepare for this great day.
You can register to cycle 
or to be a marshal on the
day, by visiting
biblesociety.org.uk/
bikeforbibles
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We live in a world saturated with
information, where there are many voices
clamouring for attention – and for the

gospel to gain a hearing, we sometimes need to 
be really creative and smart. 

That’s the thinking
behind Home360,
launching this year. 

It’s a film telling the big
story of the Bible, shot in
360˚ vision using
cutting-edge CGI and
virtual reality
technology, and shown

in a special Igloo Vision viewing dome (pictured left).
The dome – nine metres in diameter and seating up
to 30 people – will be erected in towns and cities
around England and Wales from May to September
2020, and at some summer festivals. 

At around 15 minutes, the film is an ideal length 
for busy shoppers or workers on a lunchtime break
to be able to drop in – and it's free. 

Key to its success is the participation and support 
of local churches. We’re working in partnership 
with local church leaders who’ve caught the vision
of Home360 and will be helping recruit volunteers
and provide follow-up. In collaboration with the
churches, we’re identifying prime locations for the
domes in prominent areas with high footfall – like a
shopping centre, a town square or a park – so that as
many people as possible can have the chance to
visit. 

But what's the film about? First, it’s not a traditional
‘Life of Christ’ type production. Those have their
place, but we’re aiming to do something different.
We want to engage people who aren’t Christians, in
ways that connect with their real hopes, dreams and
fears. We don’t assume they know anything about
the Bible, but we do believe the Bible can speak to
them. 

So our film – a mixture of drama and documentary-
style storytelling – uses the parable of the prodigal
son to take people through creation and the fall,
through the struggles of the people of Israel and
then to Jesus, the Church and the promise of a new

Home360: Experience the Bible
like never before

Bible Society has released the results of a ground-
breaking survey by polling experts YouGov into what
people in England and Wales really think about faith
and the Bible – and the results might surprise you. 

The poll of nearly 20,000 people shows that the story
we’re often told about faith today – that society is
hostile to belief – just isn’t true. Many people do
dismiss Christianity and the Bible, but there are many
more who are open to a conversation. For instance, 
52 per cent say it’s important to know the Bible
because it has shaped our culture, and 18 per cent say
it’s relevant to them personally. 

Using this data, we’ve been able to identify eight
spiritual types or ‘personas’ within the population,
badged according to their attitude to the Bible. These
range from Bible Loving at one end of the spectrum to
Bible Dismissive at the other – with others including
Nostalgic and Uncertain in between. 

Our new website, Lumino, lets you explore the data,
get resources to help you communicate the Bible – 
and even find out the spiritual makeup of your own
community by putting in your postcode. 

Go to lumino.org.uk to find out more. 

creation. Set in the context of a modern-day home and
exploring issues of love, loss, forgiveness and belonging,
the film literally surrounds viewers with the story of how
God has created a home for us all to be at one with him. 

As they leave they’ll be offered material to help them
journey further if they wish to do so, including the
chance to be connected with a church, and there’ll be
materials available to help people explore the issues
raised by the film in a dedicated website. 

And what about those who are keen to experience the
film in full 360˚ vision but aren't near a location? We’ll 
also have special VR viewing goggles available for church
outreach events. And for those who prefer to run smaller-
scale events in homes, the film will also be available later
in 2D for showing on a normal TV screen. 

We’re expecting thousands of people to experience
Home360 in 2020, making it a significant mission
opportunity. Starting in May the dome will tour until
September, taking in Christian festivals including Big
Church Day Out from 23 to 24 May. 

We’d love you to catch the vision for this exciting new
initiative and to pray for the creators, technicians,
organisers and church leaders who are working to make
it happen. We believe that when people engage with the
Bible their lives can change, for good. This is another way
of making God’s word relevant and accessible to those
who’ve never before experienced its power in their lives. 

To find out where your closest
Home360 film is showing 
go to biblesociety.org.uk/home360
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Inside a viewing dome

Filming Home360

Bible Society Editor
Mark Woods

What do people
really think about
the Bible?



Two years ago, Ngcebo Mbuli
stood on a bare patch of earth,
spread his arms out wide and

outlined a vision to transform the
lives of thousands of vulnerable
children. In eSwatini, southern Africa,
high rates of HIV and AIDS have left
almost half of children without one
or both parents. The disease has
devastated families. More than a
third of the population is under 14. 

So Mr Mbuli proposed Bible
storytelling, counselling, lessons in
growing vegetables and cooking, a
library of Christian books, free school
shoes, children coming from all over
eSwatini… all housed in a brand
new, purpose-built centre. 

The challenge? It would cost
£300,000, an astronomical sum of
money for a Bible Society in one of
the smallest countries in the world. 

But last year, thanks to the
extraordinary kindness of one man,
eSwatini’s children’s mission centre
opened its doors for the first time –
and already it’s having an impact. 

The man who made it possible was
Raymond Welch-Bartram, a lifelong
Christian from Aylesbury, who died
aged 89. Former civil servant Mr
Welch-Bartram left a gift in his will to
Bible Society, which went directly to
help fund the eSwatini building
project. ‘He had a servant heart and
lived a frugal life so he could
maximise his ultimate gift to Bible
Society,’ said a close friend.

Mr Welch-Bartram’s desire to pass 
on God’s word means future
generations can benefit from this
amazing resource, the first of its kind
in the country.

More than 200 people, including
church leaders, bishops, government
officials and local chiefs, turned out
for the joyous opening celebration.

The Minister of Justice, Hon. Pholile
Shakantu, gave an opening speech
and Cebsile Ngcamphalala, Projects
Coordinator at Bible Society of
eSwatini, added, ‘We will always look
at this and say, this is what we are
leaving for the next generation; the
Bible can reach everyone.’

The event, which featured in national
newspapers and TV, included songs
and dances from local children. They
each received a Bible and a free pair
of school shoes to mark the occasion. 

Today, the centre is already making a
difference to eSwatini’s most
vulnerable children. Bible Society
staff have moved into offices on site,
along with a sign language
translation team. They’re working
closely with children at a nearby deaf
school to fine-tune this pioneering
Scripture translation.

In the long term, the centre will host
up to 350 children during the school
holidays, who will come to learn
about the Bible and life. They’ll have
access to Bible-based trauma
healing, HIV medication, Bible
listening groups and other practical
help. 

The significance of this investment in
such a tiny country should not be
under-estimated – and the fact that
it’s dedicated to the most
marginalised people in eSwatini
society speaks volumes. Mr Mbuli
said, ‘Love is always demonstrated
best when it’s shown to the less
privileged. It’s a way of sharing the
Bible. If we’re saying the Bible is for
everyone, we should love everyone.’

Howard Barker, Head of Legacies at
Bible Society, attended the centre’s
opening ceremony, and said, ‘Mr
Mbuli’s vision to transform the lives
of children in eSwatini needed
someone with equal vision and faith
to make it possible. Mr Welch-

Bartram was that person. His passion
to share God’s word helped create
this wonderful centre, and through it
his values will live on for many
generations to come.’

Howard added, ‘Mr Welch-Bartram’s
was a very significant legacy gift but
any amount, no matter the size, can
make a lasting impact. Just one Bible
in the hands of one person can
change someone’s life, for good. To
speak to me about leaving a gift in
your will, call 01793 418222 or email
howard.barker@biblesociety.org.uk.’

A lasting legacy
A state-of-the-art children’s mission
centre, funded by the generosity of a
supporter like you, has opened in
southern Africa – and it’s set to change
the lives of future generations.

We took Bible Society volunteer
Heather Clements, who has also
decided to leave a gift in her will, to
the opening of the children’s mission
centre in eSwatini. You can watch 
the short film about Heather’s
experience at biblesociety.org.uk/
legacy

‘I was really impressed that what had
been a vision, an idea, only around a
year ago was complete and ready to
open. It has amazing potential. The
team have such incredible hopes
and plans for the centre, and their
heart is very much for children. 

‘I have always been amazed at the
proportion of Bible Society income
that comes from legacies. Around a
quarter of donated funds are from
legacies. That’s really significant. So
when my husband and I came to
update our will, we decided to
include Bible Society.’

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

by
 L

ay
to

n 
Th

om
ps

on

wordinactionwordinaction

06 | Spring 2020 Spring 2020 |  07Photography by Janine Joles on Unsplash



This year, among the lilies and
roses, celebrities and royalty,
Bible Society is working with

multi-award-winning designer, Sarah
Eberle, to create a garden that will
bring Psalm 23 to life. 

The well-known biblical text has
been the inspiration for art and
music down the centuries. Also
known as The Lord’s my Shepherd,
Psalm 23 includes references to
‘green pastures’, ‘still waters’ and a
place of destination at the end of a
journey. All of this is conveyed in
Sarah Eberle’s design. 

‘I want to engage people’s emotions,’
says Sarah Eberle about the Psalm 23
Garden. ‘It will stop people in their
tracks and make them look.

‘The Psalm is quite clear in its
description of landscape,’ she adds.
‘Most people can understand that
and get their own interpretation out
of it. It’s relevant whether you are a
churchgoer or not. That’s nice. It
makes you think about it.’

After the Show, it is hoped that
people across the country will create
their own Psalm 23-inspired
gardens, including some of the key
features of the design: water,
meadow, a tree and seating. 

Bible Society’s deputy chief
executive, Paul Woolley, said,
‘Gardens feature prominently in the
Bible. Just think about Eden,
Gethsemane or the garden city in
Revelation. Psalm 23 is not only
great literature to be read, but God’s
word to be experienced with all our
senses. That’s our vision for Chelsea.
And creating community gardens is
not just about making green spaces
but giving people the opportunity
to become immersed in the Bible.

‘As an organisation, we are working
to change the conversation about
the Bible in society, and this is a
really exciting way of doing just that.’

It’s hoped that community gardens
will be created anywhere from
school grounds, to waste land, to
church yards. But churches are
primed to be able to take part. An
estimated two-thirds of the Church
of England’s 16,000 churches have
church yards, which collectively
cover the area of a small national
park. 

And, according to Christian
Research, 63 per cent of churches
have grounds that could be used for
gardening. One in four of churches
surveyed said that they were keen to
use their outdoor space, but weren’t
sure what to do. 

Videos and downloadable resources
featuring Fran Clifton, Head
Gardener at Sir Harold Hillier
Gardens, and churches that have
developed their grounds, will be
launched during the Show to get
people started. 

‘Anyone who gardens knows that it
increases your sense of wellbeing,’
says Hazel Southam, spokesperson
for Bible Society. ‘But gardening
together on a shared project is
particularly special. 

‘Any community – whether they
have a faith or not – can take this
beautiful Psalm and create a garden
based on it. The Psalm offers
something to reflect on as we
journey through life. We’re really
excited to see what beautiful spaces
people create over the coming years.’ 

The scheme has been welcomed 
by churches that have already
developed their outdoor spaces. 
St James’ Church in Finchampstead,
near Reading, won the Church Times
Green Church Award for its
churchyard in 2017. The church’s
rector, Canon Julie Ramsbottom,
says, ‘Using an outdoor space is a
way of enabling people to flourish. 
It enhances the life of a community.’

After the Show, the Psalm 23 garden
will find a new home at Winchester
Hospice in Hampshire, which is set 
to open later this year. 

There will be lots of ways for you to
get involved. Follow the garden’s
journey on the road to Chelsea at
Psalm23Garden on Facebook and
sign up for regular updates; and 
read more on our website
psalm23garden.co.uk as the story
unfolds. And we’d love to hear how
Psalm 23 has spoken to you. 

Tell us your story at
garden@biblesociety.org.uk

Psalm 23 at
Chelsea Flower Show

Have you ever wanted to talk to your friends
about the Bible, but not known how to do it?
Would you like a fresh way to engage the local
community with both your church and the
Bible? Then look no further. 

Come and visit us at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower
Show; we’d love to see
you! You can buy tickets
at rhs.org.uk

Sarah Eberle’s Psalm 23 Garden design
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Award-winning garden
designer, Sarah Eberle
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Our Good News Bible – The Youth
Edition, designed with the help of
Youth for Christ and young people
themselves, recently won the
Christian Resources Together Bible 
of the Year award, which recognises
the impact it is having on young
people’s lives. It provides a range of
ways for young people to engage
with the Bible text, whether through
doodling and journalling in the
margins or watching YouTube videos
that accompany the text. 

For those who already engage with
and love the Bible, the Youth Edition
can be a doorway to thinking about
the Bible differently. And the
interactive features of the Youth
Edition can encourage those who
have never read the Bible to
encounter it for the first time, as
these stories testify…

A youth worker with ‘Every Day 
God Encounters’ shared with us the
reactions she has received from
young people about the Youth

Edition. She said, ‘One of the girls
who has been attending our
fortnightly Sunday night youth club
is not a Christian. She came along
and was given a Bible. She grabbed 
it straightaway and flipped it open. 

‘During the talks, she didn’t look up
but sat at the table filling in her Bible
and colouring bits in. She stayed into
the night colouring and reading her
Bible. Her last remark was, “This is the
best present!”’ 

Another girl was given a copy, and
the youth worker then had a
Facebook message from her mum
saying, ‘Thank you so much. My
daughter has never touched a Bible
in her life. She now wants to show
me things.’

The Bible can have a life-changing
impact on young people. A youth
worker from Kingsbridge witnessed
a young person who, having
received a Youth Edition, connected
with the Bible so much themselves

that they introduced it to a friend
who was going through a difficult
time: ‘With their arm around their
desperate friend, they begin to read
out loud, word by word, sentence by
sentence, the story of the prodigal
son.’ At the end of the passage, the
young person ‘turned to their friend,
looked them in the eye, and
emphatically exclaimed, “That’s us.
We can be found, too!”‘

It’s amazing to hear how the Bible
has been speaking relevantly and
encouragingly into the lives of young
people across the country.

To order your copy of the Good News
Bible – The Youth Edition go to
biblesociety.org.uk/youthwia

How the Bible is impacting
young people here at home

Direct Sales and
Promotions Coordinator

Hannah Stevens

Our new Africa Mission
Specialist, Noemie Smith,
discovers how your gifts 
are making a difference 
in nations where it’s tough
to be a Christian.

Communities living under the threat of terrorism. People
struggling amid extreme poverty. Regions devastated by
environmental disasters and climate change… These are
Africa’s toughest, hardest places – and it’s where we’re working
harder than ever to provide the Bible so people’s lives can
change, for good.

Noemie Smith recently met Bible Society leaders from the
Sahel region of Africa, and was filled with optimism and hope.
‘In the midst of the harsh realities of poverty and conflict,
demand for God’s word is greater than ever,’ she said. ‘Thank
you so much for your ongoing support, which is helping deliver
Bibles into the hands of those who still long for it.’

The Gambia
What you need to know: 
•   95 per cent of people are 
    Muslim and five per cent 
    are Christian. 
    Communities live 
    peacefully alongside each other. 
•   Poverty is widespread, especially in rural areas. 
    The Gambia is among the poorest 30 countries 
    on the planet, according to World Bank.
•   Some of our work is restricted by the authorities; 
    for example, we need permits to show the 
    Jesus Film.

Your support making a difference:
Thanks to people like you, our team have been
working in the Gambia since 1974. Five members 
of staff are led by Michael (pictured). We focus our
work in two areas – Basse in the east, and the north. 

Literacy rates are very low in local languages, so 
our team are renewing programmes which teach
people to read and write using the Bible as the main
text. We’re partnering with churches in this
important work, and we’re providing vital literacy
training to non-Christian communities too. The
long-term vision is to build a Bible school for
children, as the majority of the population is very
young. Burkina Faso

What you need to know: 
•   28th on the list of countries where 
    Christians face the most extreme 
    persecution1.
•   Population of around 20 million 
    people, around 60 per cent of 
    whom are Muslim and just under 
    a quarter are Christian.
•   The north of the country is particularly 
    dangerous, with active terrorist groups. 
    Recently, a Christian pastor and five 
    other leaders were killed because of 
    their faith.
•   A nation of extreme inequality; the elite 
    are wealthy but many people live in 
    desperate poverty.

Your support making a difference: 
Our team in Burkina Faso are led by
former French teacher and theology
professor, Dramane (pictured above),
who’s dedicated 16 years of his life to
leading this ministry.

Join us to pray for our
African colleagues in Prayer
in Action in April.

Your support in Africa

1 Open Doors 2020 World Watch list
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‘My family never went to church. No
one was ever against it, it just wasn’t
our thing,’ says Tara, casting her mind
back to her childhood in Bedford. 

It was here, 20 years ago, that Bible
storytelling project Open the Book
launched – and Tara’s primary school
was the first in England to be
regularly visited by teams of
volunteers from local churches, who
retold and re-enacted Bible stories
during assembly times.

‘I’m quite a creative person, so I
always enjoyed Open the Book even
if I didn’t always understand the Bible
side,’ said Tara, now 28. But it was the
relational aspect of the project –
rather than the Bible stories
themselves – that really made the
difference.

‘When I was about nine, someone
invited me to an after-school club
run by the local church,’ said Tara. ‘I
went along and recognised the
person leading it from Open the
Book. There was this familiar person,
who I knew cared for me and loved
me and was eager to tell me more
incredible stories about God.’

When Tara’s parents separated, she
took comfort in church clubs – and
the Open the Book storyteller,
Rachel, became a kind of mentor.
Tara started going to church, gave
her life to Christ aged 13, and
enrolled in Bible College further
down the line. 

‘That first connection through 
Open the Book was crucial,’ says Tara,
looking back. ‘Rachel was so
influential, so key in my faith journey.
The Holy Spirit placed her in my
school.’ 

Since graduating from Cliff College,
Derbyshire, where she studied
Theology, Tara has been working as a
Youth Worker at Hexham Trinity
Methodist Church. Her colleague
Isaac runs OtB in every primary
school in the town – and Tara is
looking forward to the day when her
two-year-old daughter can
experience Bible storytelling in
school for herself.

‘It’s great for children to have the
freedom to explore faith and stories
about God,’ said Tara. ‘I hope that 20
years from now, someone else like
me might tell their story. Keep
trusting in what the Holy Spirit is
doing. You might not always see the
immediate impact, but to know you
are doing God’s work is a great thing.’

When Tara Barrick was
little, her school was the
first in the country to have
Open the Book storytellers
come in to retell the Bible.
The experience changed
her life, for good.

I can’t take credit for this tip myself -
it comes from Ron Day, minister at
Histon Baptist Church, and he shared
it with us recently at a training
session:

When you read a Bible passage, look
at what it says about God. If the
passage doesn’t mention God, look
at the context (before and after) until
you find something that does. Take a
highlighter pen and highlight all the
adjectives and verbs which describe
what God is like and what he does.
It’s a great starting point for
understanding him, and our
relationship with him, better.
Bless you
Sally

I have read the whole Bible through
many times, but just for fun I thought
I would try a different way and
decided to read the books in
alphabetical order, just a few
chapters early in the morning. 

So far, I am up to J, and am in Judges.
I have read many different versions -
the King James, the New King James,
Revised Standard Version, The
Message, and now I am reading The
Living Bible for the fourth time. Using
different versions keeps the Bible
experience fresh and interesting.
Joan, Perth

I have been a Christian for more
years than I would like to say and one
of my big regrets is that, when in a
lead role with our church youth
group, we didn’t use the Bible more
regularly. So my two tips would be
(1) join a house group that studies
the Bible and (2) use a Bible study
guide (or join a course) that makes
you apply its teaching, thus making it
relevant and exciting. The joy of
reading the Bible only increases for
me.

Yours thankfully for all the Bible
Society is and does
Julia, Bristol

‘I will never forget your precepts, for
by them you have preserved my life.’
Psalm 119.93 (NIV)

Over 45 years ago, I felt the Lord
prompt me to start reading the Bible
systematically – Genesis to
Revelation. Since then I began to
read the Bible from cover to cover,
four chapters every day, completing
the whole Bible in 8–9 months. I also
started reading the Bible aloud,
which means that I see the word, I
speak the word and I hear the word.
Three for the price of one! The Bible
also tells us that  ‘faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God’ (Romans 10.17 NKJV).

I can honestly say that using this
method has transformed my life and
through it I get to know the whole
counsel of God. Another discovery I
made was that God spoke to me
through what I was reading on a
given day and often in places which I
would never have chosen to read.
Revd Tilley, Essex

Freelance writer 
Claire Smith

Thank you so much for sending in your tips for reading the
Bible from our article in WIA Winter 2019. It’s been inspiring
reading your responses. Here’s a selection of the ways you
read the Bible:

Your Bible reading tips

Tara (left) with her family

Isaac, Tara and the Hexham OtB team



‘Some of my favourite verses
are Psalm 126.1–6. This is a
Psalm where they are
celebrating the goodness of
God. In verse 3 it says the
Lord has done great things
for us and we are filled with
joy, and when I read this
verse my heart is really filled
with joy. It also goes on to
say that even the
neighbouring nations
looked at them and said,
“Their God has done
wonderful things for them”

and we affirmed, “Yes, the
Lord has done good things
for us”.  We are in this new
space today (the children’s
mission centre in eSwatini)
and we ascribe all glory to
God. We know it is indeed
our God who has done
wonderful things for us and
we are filled with joy!’

Cebsile Ngcamphalala
Projects Coordinator at the
Bible Society of eSwatini

WE LOVE TO              
HEAR FROM YOU
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Many people tell me they heard their
first Bible story in school. I don’t really
remember hearing anything about
the Bible in my primary school.
However one strong memory is once
a year being asked to dress up and
play the angel at Christmas. Not the
story itself but by taking part and
being at the front of the hall, seeds
were being scattered. Later on, when
a friend’s mum took the time to tell
me about Jesus, seeds were being
planted. It was many years later that
the Jesus I’d heard about finally

became real to me and the seeds
began to grow!  

Thankfully thousands of children
every day are now getting the
opportunity to dress up and play
Bible characters during collective
worship in their school, thanks to
those who have taken the time to
volunteer through Open the Book. 

Some of those children will
remember the stories, some might
only remember the dressing up, but

the seeds of God’s love are being
planted; we pray those seeds will be
nurtured and then grow.

Kerry Evans
Training and Development, 
Open the Book

Open the Book is the best
thing that has ever happened
in our schools and Word in
Action is a great read.
WENDY, SOUTHAMPTON

Biblepeople:

There is a lot to learn from looking at the life of Esther, and
now you can read the full story alongside rich visuals in the
new Book of Esther: Word for Word Bible Comic by artist Simon
Amadeus Pillario. This graphic novel combines the words,
chapter and verse, with in-depth historical research to make
the illustrations as accurate as possible. Aspects of culture,
history, locality, ethnicity as well as meanings, subtleties and
emotions are conveyed instantly.

The method Simon uses to retain all the text is to take the
words rendered redundant by the illustrations and place
them inconspicuously between the panels. To get hold of
your copy and for more information, including their
Kickstarter crowdfunding campaign for the new instalment,
The Gospel of Matthew, visit wordforwordbiblecomic.com

Email us your thoughts and comments at wia@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form attached.
We reserve the right to edit letters for style and length. 

The views expressed do not necessarily represent those of Bible Society.

Thank you for helping me to travel the world
with you and share in the wonderful work you
do. ‘To receive a letter’ from China at 90 years
old is really special. Thank you again.
STANLEY, SHEFFIELD

I find reading this INSPIRATIONAL! 
I am impressed by the style of writing
and especially by the resources for all
ages, which will bring the word of
God to all. Bless you.
JOSEPHINE, CHIPPING NORTON
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Truly wonderful
photos of the
schoolboys in
Ghana. What a
uniform! Good
news in from Ghana!
MRS BELL, TAMWORTH

Great photography, vibrant
colours and great articles.
What more do you want?
ANDREW, WARRINGTON

I do enjoy receiving and reading the
magazine, especially about the
wonderful work you do in unexpected
countries. God bless you all.
JERZY, LONDON

A real pleasure to read and to see all the
smiling faces of the children. It’s so heart-
warming it brought tears to my eyes.
MRS WILDE, MANCHESTER

We have been doing 
The Bible Course in our
Sunday services at my
local church. It has been
brilliant. Any insight into
the Bible given to young
people or even giving them access 
to the Bible is wonderful. Our 
world needs it.
MRS JOHNSON, LOUGHBOROUGH

It’s quite amazing what you are
doing. Keep up the good work.
MR HAYNES, BOSTON

Word for Word Bible Comic



Every two months, you’ll 
receive a new Rooted box, 

carefully designed to help you 
open the Bible afresh. Inside, 

creative themes and challenges 
will help you put down deep 

spiritual roots, as you learn and 

You will receive Rooted emails 
with bonus content, bespoke 
offers and inspiring stories to 

help you grow deeper.

By taking part in Rooted you'll 
be helping others engage with 

the Bible too! Your monthly 
donation will go to Bible 

Society projects at home and 
around the world.

GROW DE E P EN G I V E

1 2 3

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG Registered charity 232759

biblesociety.org.uk/rootedbox

Our resources will help you develop deep spiritual roots and your
regular donations will make a huge difference in the lives of others.

A discipleship subscription box
delivered straight to you

Sign up for just £10 a month


