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Speaker Team News
April 2017   

Divine Dining
Action Group Reports - A 
wonderful evening of food and 
fundraising 
By Cathy Morling
On a cold evening in a northern parish of 
Jersey, 85 people gathered for the annual 
Divine Dining fundraising event, this year 
in the St Martin’s Methodist Church Hall. 
Groups came from all over the island and 
from 10 different churches, making up 
tables of eight or sharing with others. Event 
organiser and Action Group Leader, Janet 
Moon, had a fantastic team in the kitchen 
and serving the three-course dinner at the 
tables. Front of house was decorated by Lou 
Hicklin and the compere was Cathy Morling, 
Bible Society Church Relationship Associate 
in the Channel Islands. 

The donations from the evening were being 
given to support our work in the Middle East, 
with Cathy sharing the latest stories of hope 
from this region, between the chicken tagine 
and the serving of an extraordinary array of 
desserts! The result was a wonderful £2,800 
raised for this important work.
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The action group getting the food ready
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By Susan Wingrave

Following the arrival on your door steps of our new 
pack, Teach China’s Christians, I’ve been meeting 
you for some of my favourite days in the year – 
Vision Refresh. I’m so grateful to all 49 volunteers 
who committed to attending one of the six venues 
around the country. This picture is from Malvern on 
Tuesday 21 March.

We spent the first part of the day talking about 
things that have gone on in the past year. There 
were a few challenges to consider like completing 
three appointments each per year and whether 
becoming an Open the Book Ambassador is the 
right role for you. Of course we also covered what 
is new, with the highlight of the day being the new 
Spring Fundraising Pack – Teach China’s Christians. 

You have been so generous with your feedback on 
what has been good and what can be improved. We 
will do our best to action your suggestions to make 
volunteering even more fulfilling.

If you couldn’t make the date, please see the 
memory stick that is being sent to you and please 
get in touch if you have any questions or want 
clarification on anything.

Looking forward to gathering again ahead of the 
Bible Sunday materials!

Useful tip
Why not send a gift envelope 
when you send out your AGM 
invitation?

An Action Group did this 
recently and it raised nearly 
£200.

Following on from our last issue, we’ve updated our 
resources order form to include the new fundraising 
pack, gift envelopes and Bible Book Club flyers. You 
will find the link to this within the newsletter email, 
fill in the quantity you need and send it to back to 
us. 

1. Email it to  
supportermaterials@biblesociety.org.uk, or

2. Print it off and post it to Bible Society, Stonehill 
Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG, or

3. Call and order over the phone on 01793 418222

Please allow up to 10 working days for delivery.

If you save the document to your desktop or the link 
to your favourites, you will have quick access to it 
every time you need to order.

Checklist
We’ve created a checklist to guide you through a 
church talk or preaching engagement. The list isn’t 
exhaustive so please use it in conjunction with your 
own list. If you have anything to add or would like to 
share, please email  
susan.wingrave@biblesociety.org.uk.

Speaker team news
Vision Refresh day overview Updated resources form
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Malvern vision refresh day

mailto:supportermaterials%40biblesociety.org.uk?subject=Order
mailto:susan.wingrave%40biblesociety.org.uk?subject=Checklist%20enquiry
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Feedback on Christmas 
resources 

We received lots of positive comments about our 
Christmas resources and we wanted to share a few 
of our favourite ones with you.

Pop-Up Nativity: 

‘Absolutely loved this. Praise God and thank you Bible 
Society. We were asked to host Year 3 & 4 from one of 
our local primary schools for a Christmas visit. We used 
the Pop-Up Nativity as the framework for the session 
interspersed with four reflective activities to help 
connect the story to our lives. We had a blast and used 
the items we produced during the activities to help 
decorate the Church Centre. The feedback from the 
school was excellent. Thank you.’ 

You can find out more and see photos here: http://
spurgeonbaptist.com/exploring-christmas-together 

Well Good News book and video:

‘This is BRILLIANT and connects the miracle of 
Christmas and the significance of Easter. Love it. Well 
done Dai and others involved. Thank you.’

‘It’s brilliant. We watched the video and the whole 
congregation participated as angels, shepherds and 
wise men plus well good thumbs up! Great for all-age 
service plus a book to take home.’

Thank you for all the positive feedback, we hope you 
have enjoyed the Easter resources. We’ll share your 
feedback in the September newsletter. 

Changing website
In our next issue you’ll notice some 
changes to how your stories, updates and 
news are displayed and we hope you will like it. 

It’ll allow us to update you more often and you will 
have all the information you need at the touch of a 
button.

biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/

Bible Book Club – Bringing the 
Bible to life, one book at a time
The Bible is made up of lots of books. But often, we 
only read it in small sections, which can mean we 
miss out on the bigger picture. That’s why we’ve 
launched Bible Book Club – to help you read the 
Bible with your friends, one book at a time. 

All you have to do is:

•	 Get a group together

•	 Choose a book

•	 Get reading

Our handy guides will help you tackle any book of 
the Bible, giving you interesting insights and helpful 
background information. And when the group 
shares their thoughts and experiences, you might 
just discover things you’ve never seen or realised 
before.

You can start downloading our guides at 
biblebookclub.org.uk

Warm Welcome at Mary Jones 
World
If you and your friends are looking 
for a trip, how about visiting Mary 
Jones World in Bala? The staff there 
would love to welcome you to the 
centre. The centre is open 7 days a week from 10am-
5pm (last entry 4pm) until 29 October 2017. If you’re 
planning to bring a group of 15 or more please 
contact the centre so arrangement for your visit can 
be made. 

Email centre.manager@bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk 
or ring 01678 521877. Admission charges do apply, 
so please check on the website for more details at 
bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk

Speaker team news
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Bringing the Bible to life, one book at a time

http://biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/
http://biblebookclub.org.uk
mailto:centre.manager%40bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk?subject=Enquiry
http://bydmaryjonesworld.org.uk
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Events diary
Below are events we are supporting. If you are 
going, look out for us and say hello.

2017

1 April-29 October: Mary Jones World, Bala, Wales

7-8 May: Big Church Day Out South, West Sussex

2-3 June: Big Church Day Out North, Cheshire

4 June: Pentecost Festival, Tottenham

17June: Baptist 150th anniversary, Carmarthen

22-28 July and 30 July-5 August: New Wine, 
Shepton Mallet

25-29 July: Jesus Loves My City, Liverpool 

29 July-4 August: Keswick Convention

25-29 August: The One Event, Lincolnshire 
October: Festival of Life (date tbc)

AG Treasurers
We know that you understand our desire to bring 
glory to God through the way that we deal with our 
finances. As in past years, we need to inform our 
auditors as at 31 March 2017 if Action Groups have 
any funds held: 
•	 in a bank account
•	 as cash in hand
•	 as other assets e.g. equipment with a monetary 

value 
This also includes any money owed. The auditors 
will visit us in May so please email actiongroups@
biblesociety.org.uk by 30 April 2017 giving the value 
of your Action Group finances, or a statement saying 
‘This Action Group has no bank account, equipment, 
cash or debtors’. Your help in this important matter is 
vital to our accounts process. Thank you.

Resources reminder 
You should have received your new 
resources display by now: please dispose 
of any old literature. Some of the wording 
is out of date and in some cases, outside 
current legal guidelines. We hope that 
you enjoy having these packs to promote our work.
If you need to order a display, send your request to 
supportermaterials@biblesociety.org.uk quoting 
PR000282 - Volunteer Display Unit.

Bible Search
Our online Bible has had a 
polish and there are lots of 
new features to explore! 

With a clean, distraction-free 
design, it makes the Bible 
text easy to read whether on 
a mobile, tablet or desktop.

Amongst its many features, you can:

•	 Read auto-displayed text at variable speeds. 
Read the Bible, click on a verse and hit 
‘FlexiReader’ in the action bar.

•	 Create an animated verse to share on social 
media. Read the Bible, click on a verse and hit 
‘share’ from the action bar. 

•	 Read fun and informative articles and explore 
helpful resources for group and personal study. 

•	 Find verses and passages related to themes 
tagged  by our online community – and help by 
tagging verses. 

•	 Check our glossary of terms if you are unsure of 
the meaning of a word or phrase in the Bible.

You can find Bible Search on our website at 
biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible

You and your Bible
The Bible – challenging, inspiring, relevant? Last 
autumn lots of people completed our online survey 
about how you read your Bible and we’re delighted 
that over 3,700 responded. 

Revealing that 92% read the Bible every week and 
63% every day, it has given us a real insight into how 
we can support you and your Bible reading over the 
coming year, so please watch this space for what 
we’ve got planned for you next. 

We’ve compiled a summary of our findings which 
you can read or download online alongside 
interactive graphics you can use to explore the data 
at biblesociety.org.uk/youandyourbible

Speaker team news
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Focus on China

Spring Fundraising Pack 2017

Over 40 years ago, the Bible was a banned book 
in China. From 1966 until 1976, during the 
Cultural Revolution, any expression of religion 
was outlawed. Owning a Bible could land you in 
serious trouble. 

Today, in this majority atheist country, the Bible is 
a bestseller. Christianity is growing here faster than 
almost any country in the world1. According to 
official figures there are at least 40 million Christians 
in the country and a million more come to faith 
every year2. Within a generation, China could be the 
largest country with a Christian population3.

It’s a remarkable story. And we’ve been at the 
heart of it. Over decades, through nurturing a 
relationship with the government and working with 
the registered church, we have carved out a unique 
ministry in China.

We translate and distribute Bibles, teach people 
to read using God’s word, support the training of 
new pastors, and even advocate for the relevance 
of Scripture within public life among government 
officials, business leaders and academics.

The title for the pack this year is Teach China’s 
Christians and we’re excited to be contributing to 
providing quality Bible training to Bible teachers and 
seminary students.

In China, there’s only one theologically-trained 
pastor for an average ofevery 6,700 Christians. 

Susan Wingrave
Volunteer Development Officer
Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG 
T: 01793 418222   biblesociety.org.uk   
Registered charity 232759
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That’s like having just three church 
leaders serving a city the size of 
Southampton or Newcastle. The 
shortage of pastors has led to a 
proliferation of cults across the 
country, as people misinterpret 
Scripture without challenge. 
There’s an urgent need to provide 
quality Bible training to more 
ministers.

Here’s how you can get involved:

1. Review the resources on this USB (which can also 
be found at: biblesociety.org.uk/volunteerpack)

2. Arrange with your church to run a Chinese 
pastor-themed event

3. Share the fundraising ideas, and encourage 
everyone to get involved

4. Count up all the money you raise, and send us a 
cheque for the amount

5. We’ll send you a thank you letter to display in 
your church

You should have received your new spring 
fundraising pack by now, if you haven’t please 
contact us, or you can order and download it 
from our website. We hope you enjoy using it and 
helping towards such a great need.

Reference notes:
1. China is growing at a rate of 10.86% per year in China. 

Nepal is the only country where Christianity is growing 
faster, at 10.93% annually. Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity, Christianity in its Global Context, June 2013.

2. China Partnership.
3. Fenggang Yang, Professor of Sociology at Purdue 

University, USA, quoted in The Telegraph, April 2014.

Pastor Liu preparing his morning service
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