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A Bible meeting place
A Bible translator, a veteran of the Bible mission, once told me 
that when you’re part of the Bible Society movement, you underpin
the whole church and serve Christians right around the world. 
It’s the best organisation to serve with, she said, if you want to 
make the greatest difference! 

This is true. We’re not confined to a single Christian tradition or
denomination. We’re not restricted by geography. We simply offer
the Bible to the world, believing that when people engage with 
its message, their lives can change for good. 

It also means we’re uniquely placed to partner with churches,
organisations and individuals who have a passion for the Scriptures.
As we enter the next season of our work, ‘partnership’ is a word
you’ll hear a lot. 

We’re already collaborating at home and abroad, and we’ll be
stepping this up in order to catalyse Bible-inspired change. 
We want to grow our networks and connections. We want to be 
a trusted meeting place for anyone involved in Bible mission. 

Your partnership, too, is vital. You’re part of this movement of
people who read and live by the Scriptures, and I pray that,
together, we’ll facilitate more life-giving encounters with God,
through his Word.

Chris Woo
Key Relationships Team

‘A body is made up of many parts, and each of them has its own use.

That’s how it is with us.’

Romans 12.4 (CEV)
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Sign of unity /Jordan’s 
first ever Christian festival 

Since 2011, over one million Syrians have
crossed into Jordan. Enormous makeshift
refugee camps have sprung up, home to
hundreds of thousands of displaced and
traumatised refugees. Caring for this
tremendous influx of people has created
massive pressures on Jordanian society.

In this context, the Bible Society in Jordan felt
called to gather together the whole church to 
pray for unity and peace. In faith, they booked 
a huge auditorium at the University of Jordan for
the event. They chose the name WATAD, which 
means ‘tent peg’ in Arabic, for the festival taking
inspiration from Isaiah 22.23. Just as tent pegs 
are beaten to provide stability, so the church
under pressure becomes ever more steadfast.

Having never held such an event before, the team
had no idea how many people would turn up.
Miraculously more than 8,000 Christians of all ages
and confessions poured through the doors on 
2nd September last year. Not only would WATAD
become the first Christian festival in Jordan, it
would be one of the largest Christian gatherings 
in whole of the Middle East.

The festival opened with a concert followed by 
a prayer for Christian unity proclaimed by leaders
from all the main denominations in Jordan:
‘Lord Jesus Christ, on the night you died, you prayed

that your disciples be united. You said, ‘I will come 

to you very soon, and bring joy. Here we come today, 

as a family, to ask you to bless this festival. Make 

us messengers of unity wherever we are, and

instruments for your peace in Jordan, our beloved

homeland, as well as in all countries of the Middle

East and the world.’

Tim Foggin, Bible Society’s Middle East advisor
said, ‘God is doing remarkable things in the Middle

East. In the midst of significant turmoil and suffering,

God is strengthening and unifying his church to

respond to the overwhelming need. I believe that

WATAD was a pivotal event in the life of the church

and a tremendous sign of unity.’



Power of partnerships /
Welsh streets and
Birmingham schools
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Mission to Wales

‘I’ve just got two things to tell you really quickly:

God loves you and He has an awesome plan for

your life.’

This was the opening line for thousands of
conversations that took place on the streets of
Wales last summer, as part of Mission to Wales. 
It resulted in more than 3,300 people saying a
prayer to accept Jesus’ salvation – and each one
of them received a free copy of Luke and Acts,
provided by Bible Society, in either English or
Welsh.

The partnership between us, The Turning 
(an evangelistic awakening that began in the 
UK in 2016) and New Wine Cymru (an
interdenominational group of churches) saw
hundreds of Christians trained up and sent out 
to share the Bible. They had conversations 
with thousands of people, of all ages and 

backgrounds, over a week, and invited them to
church for coffee and to learn more about
Christianity. As well as providing Scripture, we
also helped to produce a book called Six, which
takes new believers on a six-step guide to
walking with Jesus.

This was the first
collaboration of its
kind for Bible Society,
and we hope it will
trigger many more
similar partnerships as
we seek to engage
and support every
denomination of the
church in England
and Wales. 
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Bible storytelling in schools

Open the Book, our Bible storytelling 
programme in primary schools, has grown 
year after year – and is a hit with children,
headteachers and volunteers alike. Almost
800,000 children now regularly hear the 
Bible in school. 

But while new teams continue to spring up in
small, rural towns, Open the Book has not yet
established a foothold in urban areas. Step
forward Birmingham City Mission (BCM) – 
and a new working partnership.

We’re currently running a pilot scheme with 
Birmingham City Mission, drawing on their
ministry experience in Birmingham’s schools.
Open the Book material and training is being
amended to work better in multi-faith contexts,
and latest policies and best practice examples 
are being incorporated.

The pilot is active in seven primary schools in
Birmingham right now and feedback so far has 
been positive. Bridges are being built between
different faiths and cultures, and the Bible is being
presented sensitively in schools. For example,
Open the Book teams use banners to portray the
prophets in the Bible, so no physcial
representation are used.

Our aim is to complete the pilot project by January
2019 and expand into four new cities by 2020.

‘Open the Book is a great project and pairing 

it with Birmingham City Mission’s vast

knowledge about working in Birmingham’s

diverse schools is incredibly valuable. After

attending the training, I feel confident and

excited about being part of this initiative.’ 
Lynn Braden, Open the Book volunteer storyteller
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Pioneering 
digital partnership /
YouVersion story

Ten years ago a Bible app called YouVersion
launched on  Apple’s App Store. It was on the
first 200 apps ever available on the iPhone.  
It has now been downloaded over 330 million
times. Back in 2012, Bible Society joined forces 
with YouVersion to make our texts available. 

Since then, more than 2.3 million people have
downloaded Bible Society Bibles, and more than
600 million chapters of our texts and audio have
been used. YouVersion Executive Director Brian
Russell tells the story of a game-changing
partnership.

‘YouVersion's platforms provide a way for Bible

Society and others to distribute their great resources

to a global audience for free. It is our hope that as

we work to accomplish our mission of leading

people into regular engagement with Scripture, 

we also help our partners achieve their missions. 

‘We also offer a way to directly connect with those 

in the YouVersion Community who download

offline Bibles and agree to share their email address.

In this way we are connecting millions of people

with Bible content providers, who are then able to

build ongoing relationships and continue to assist

them on their journeys with the Bible. 

‘Bible Society and YouVersion make it possible for

many people to connect with the Bible more deeply

through the Bible App. We know when someone is

able to read the Bible in their native language, or

heart language, they connect with it on a more

meaningful level. If we were not working together

with Bible Society, many Bible App users would not

be able to engage with the Bible in their preferred

language—certainly not on our platforms, and

possibly not at all. 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

by
 Y

ou
Ve

rs
io

n



7

Issue six / Partnerships

‘The story of YouVersion is, at its very core, a story 

of partnerships. Without partners like Bible Society,

we would not be able to live out our calling. We are

extremely grateful for this shared spirit within Bible

Society, and their leadership and example, which

has inspired several other organisations to

generously share their intellectual property. 

‘Christ challenged and prayed for the Church to be

unified. And today, perhaps more than ever, there 

is great practical value in Christian organisations

and churches partnering together for the common

cause of Scripture distribution and engagement. 

‘By working together, instead of seeing one another

as competitors, we are able to see God do infinitely

more than we could hope or imagine. Our

YouVersion team can attest to this over the past 

ten years. And we are so grateful for courageous

partners like Bible Society who have been leading

the way with this spirit of partnership.’

‘The story of YouVersion is, 

at its very core, a story of

partnerships. Without

partners like Bible Society, 

we would not be able to

live out our calling. We are

extremely grateful for this

shared spirit within Bible

Society, and their

leadership and example’.
Brian Russell, YouVersion, 
Executive Director 
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Q&A / Teaming up 
to share the Bible 
in Parliament

Mark Harris is the Senior Parliamentary Officer
for Bible Society who supports Christians in
Parliament (CiP), an all-party group which 
exists to support and encourage members 
and staff in their work. He’s based in
Westminster and has recently been ordained 
in the Church of England.

 How does the partnership between 
 Bible Society and Christians in 

       Parliament work?

Bible Society seconds me to CiP. I’m based 
  in the office of Gary Streeter MP, chair of CiP, 

       along with two other staff employed by CiP. 
       I have a budget to spend on events which 
       seek to be thought-provoking about the 
       personal and public relevance of the Bible.

 Does the partnership make you 
  more effective in sharing the Bible 

       among politicians?

Working together with CiP is very strategic 
  and definitely furthers our aims. I’m embedded 

       in a ministry situation, advocating every day 
       for the relevance of the Bible to life. I’m in the 
       setting; a constant personal presence. I meet 
       with MPs and peers one-to-one, I organise 
       events and a weekly chapel service where 
       the Bible is preached. I also produce written 
       briefings on issues like the health service or 
       British values, which have proved to be 
       popular. I’m trying to get politicians to examine
       their presuppositions about what makes 
       good human life.

Q
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Congratulations on your recent ordination. 
       How will that change your role?

My hope and prayer is that it will give me 
       more opportunities to work with members 
       and staff here, particularly as it’s an institutional
       setting. I’ll be working three days a week for 
       Bible Society, and the rest of the week I’ll be 
       in a curacy in a parish in central London. 

What events do you have coming up?

On 26 November we have Canadian 
       philosopher, Prof James KA Smith, visiting to 
       give a talk. He’s just written a book about public
       theology and the relevance of Christianity in 
       the public square. I’m hoping for two things: 
       first, that Christian members in Parliament will 
       be equipped to think about the relevance of 
       faith to all of life, and second, that others who 
       wouldn’t call themselves Christian might start 
       to wonder what business the Bible has in 
       politics. We have also been running a political 
       theology discussion course over the past year. 
       Ten members, from all parties and both houses,
       meet once a month, and we look at key 
       Christian thinkers through history and how 
       the Church engages with politics. 

How can people pray for you and your work?

We’re good at putting on events for a wide 
       range of people, and groups for those who 
       want to study the Bible in a small group on 
       a regular basis. But we’d like to get better at 
       encouraging those people who come to our 
       larger events to take that next step of 
       investigating the Bible and Christian faith 
       more closely. It would be great if people can 
       pray around that. Also, it’s just such a busy 
       work environment in Parliament, it would be 
       good if people can pray for wise working so 
       that one can have an impact in very busy lives.
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Bibles for Alpha /
reaching thousands
with God’s word

Picture the scene: a prisoner in an African jail
signs up to an Alpha course. The course brings
hope into his tedious, difficult days. His
encounters Jesus for the first time, and it has 
a profound impact on him. By the end of the
course, he has become a Christian – and he
longs to know more about God and learn to 
live out his new faith.

But there’s a challenge: this prisoner can’t afford 
a Bible and has no means of getting one. 

So, back in 2009, Bible Society teamed up with
Alpha International to make the Scriptures
available to Alpha participants across Africa. 
The partnership is now established in nine
countries and has seen tens of thousands of
Bibles placed into the hands of prisoners, young
people and those from poor, rural backgrounds.

For Bible Society, it’s a way of distributing the
Bible to people who need it most across Africa.
For Alpha, it’s a way of nurturing, supporting 
and discipling individuals who have come to 
faith through the course. 

Nelinha van der Walt, Regional Director of Alpha
in Africa, said ‘Partnership with Bible Society is vital

to our ministry. For many people in Africa, receiving

a Bible after they’ve completed Alpha is key to their

continuing faith. We are so grateful that working

together with Bible Society, we can play our part in

advancing God’s kingdom in an incredible way.’

Kingsley doesn’t like talking about the crime 
that put him in prison. He stole money from 
his workplace, he says, but he’s evasive on the 
details. When he gets to the subject of the 
Bible, however, the conversation comes alive.

‘I want to know more about Jesus and do things 

in accordance with the will of God,’ he enthuses.

‘Whenever I read the Bible, I find words that

encourage me.’

Kingsley, 35, had little experience of Scripture
before arriving at St James’ Camp Prison, in
Accra, Ghana. He was involved in illegal activity,
he admits. But halfway through his two-year
sentence he’s one of the inmates in charge 
of leading the daily church services, and says, 
‘I dedicate most of my time to reading the Bible,

whenever I have a spare few minutes.’

He talks animatedly about Scripture, and the
other prisoners nod as he says, ‘If I remain in 

the faith, I know that one day God will reward me.’

Kingsley wants to be an evangelist or pastor
when he leaves prison in 2016 – and says his
family are thrilled at the change they’ve seen 
in him.



‘If I remain in the faith, 
I know that one day 
God will reward me.’ 

Kingsley, 35, St James’ Camp 
Prison, in Accra, Ghana.



Visit biblesociety.org.uk/thebiblecourse to fi nd out more.
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The Bible Course shows how the key books, famous 
characters and epic events form one BIG story, from 
Genesis to Revelation. It also provides the tools and 
skills to help you apply the Bible to your everyday life. 

The course comprises of eight interactive sessions, 
and includes video content, discussion time, personal 
refl ection and daily readings. It’s great for groups – 
big and small.

Explore the BIG story and discover its 
relevance for today. 

The Bible 
Course

Explore the BIG story
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Join Bible a 
Month at New Wine 

and get the DVD and 
Manual for free


