the Bible verse that matters to me
Leaders guide/sermon notes
Pass it on: the Bible verse that matters to me is a Bible Society campaign to encourage people to share words
from Scripture that have touched their lives. We’d love to see people pass on verses to their friends, family
and to the next generation, in order to demonstrate the power and impact of the Bible and spur on others
in their faith. The notes here will help you lead a short talk to introduce the ‘Pass it on’ campaign to your
congregation or gathering. The talk is in three parts:
1. How the Bible came to us
2. How God’s word lives and is active in us today
3. How can we pass it on for future generations
‘For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.’ Hebrews 4.12
‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and truth.’ John 1.14 (ESV)
Part 1 – How the Bible came to us
The word ‘Bible’ comes from the Greek and Latin words which mean ‘book’ and ‘the books’, reflecting the
fact that the Bible is a collection of books as well as a single book. It includes poetry, legal documents,
songs, letters, eyewitness reports, advice and stories written by scribes, fishermen, kings, prophets,
musicians and poets.
Exactly how it all came together as a collection is an area of great debate. However, most scholars say it
happened in a series of stages, which went something like this:
hh The first five books, known as ‘the Law’ or ‘the Torah’ came together. By the fifth century it was a definite
collection known as ‘the book of Moses’.
hh A second collection was added to ‘the Law’ which became known as ‘the Prophets’. This contained
material about the lives and public pronouncements of the prophets and kings of ancient Israel. First
written were seven ‘former prophets’ – including Joshua, Judges, 1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings – then 15
more ‘latter prophets’ were added, such as Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Amos.
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Pass it on:

hh In parallel, another collection began to grow, called ‘the Writings’. This catch-all collection included
history books, temple songs and religious stories. The exact content was up in the air for a while, and
this led to the creation of the apocrypha, the seven books recognised in the Catholic but not the
Protestant Bible.
All this took until the 16th Century to pin down. Meanwhile, efforts to translate the Bible into other
languages (originally the books were in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) had already begun:
hh In the first and second centuries, the Old Testament was translated into Syriac, written on leather and
papyrus manuscripts.
hh The first Latin translation of the Old and New Testament was produced in the 5th Century, by a biblical
scholar called Jerome. This translation, the Vulgate, was used as the basis for translations into many
other languages.
hh Between the third and ninth centuries, translations of the New Testament appeared in Coptic, Gothic,
Ethiopic, Armenian, Slavonic and Arabic.
So, the Bible was gradually being made available. But the books themselves were huge, unwieldy and
highly expensive. In the 10th and 11th centuries, it was the fashion to produce giant ‘gift’ copies of the
Vulgate to show that the Bible was the ‘greatest’ book ever. Some volumes needed two people to lift them.
Bibles were kept in monasteries, churches and public libraries, and were very precious.
One event, in the 15th Century, changed everything – and Bible accessibility exploded across Europe.
In Germany in the 1450s, the first Bible was printed after a man called Johannes Gutenberg invented a
process for printing. That was in Latin. In 1526, William Tyndale’s New Testament became the first printed
Scriptures in English, and the first full Bible printed in English was Miles Coverdale’s translation, in 1535.
Factors like the Protestant Reformation in the 16th Century then triggered the translation of Scripture into
many more European languages, including Czech, Swedish, Danish, Polish, Portuguese and Latvian. And
when the Bible Society movement was formed in 1804, Bible translation had another significant boost.
Today, there’s more Bible translation work happening than ever before.
Part 2 – The living word
As Christians today, we benefit from this great effort by those before us to pass on God’s word – and we’re
also part of it. We are part of God’s unfolding story, experiencing his word in our own context and lives, with
our own responsibility to pass it on.
[Take this opportunity to share some thoughts on a verse or passage that you’d like to pass on. Is there a
Bible verse that’s been particularly important to you, which has helped you through a difficult time or led
you to a fresh understanding of God? Tell your story.]
Part 3 – Pass it on
Read John 1.14. Jesus is the living word, and shows us a life of compassion, love and hope. Remind people
of the words of Hebrews 4.12, too. What part can we play in keeping God’s word ‘living and active’?
Ask people to think of the Bible verse, passage or story that matters to them. Encourage them to consider
where they first read or heard it, what it has meant to them, and why they want to pass it on to future
generations.
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Encourage people to reflect on how they will ensure the Bible is passed on. Suggestions from us include:
hh Invite a friend over for a cuppa and tell them your story
hh Email contactus@biblesociety.org.uk and tell us which verse that matters to you and why, and we may
feature you on our Facebook page
hh Keep making God’s word available to people into the future by choosing to leave a legacy gift to Bible
Society. Speak to our legacy expert, Howard, if you’d like to know more, on 01793 418222 or email
Howard.barker@biblesociety.org.uk
hh Become an Open the Book storyteller, which means you get to go into a primary school near you, dress
up and act out Bible stories for children. It’s great fun! Find out more at
biblesociety.org.uk/openthebook
hh Create a piece of artwork based on your Bible experiences and your special verse. Search for ‘art
exhibition’ on our website for inspiration.
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hh Make a donation towards Bible translation, so more people can read God’s word in their first language.
Around 497 million people currently have no Scripture in their language. In fact, out of almost 7,000
languages in the world, only 542 have a full Bible. Find out more at biblesociety.org.uk
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