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Greet the children as you normally do in your setting.

Say:

This morning we are going to read a story about a queen. I need everyone’s 
help with this. Every time you hear the word ‘queen,’ I want you to raise your 
hands like this (hands out in front, palms facing each other, like you are hold-
ing a crown) and pretend you are putting a crown on your head. Let’s have a 
practise. Now remember, crowns are very heavy. Put on your crown again like 
it is weighty.

Well, done. Let’s get started now.

Before the assembly, give out the 
four quotes of the queen, (which 
can be found toward the end of the 
book) to four different children to 
read out at the appropriate time 
in the story. Have a quick practice 
with them before the other children 
arrive.

Say:

Today we’re going to hear all 
about our queen. Does anyone 
know her name? (take answers 
from the children) That’s right-her 
name is Queen Elizabeth II. She’s had an amazing and unexpected life, serving 
and helping others. But, it hasn’t always been easy. I wonder what has helped 
her when things have been difficult? Let’s see what we can learn about her 
when we read this book – Queen Elizabeth II – The Queen Who Chose To Serve.

Read Queen Elizabeth II – The Queen Who Chose To Serve (Power Point slides are 
available at www.thegoodbook.co.uk/queen-illustrations

Say:

Our story has come to an end. It’s time to stop and think for a moment. Put 
your hands in your lap and take a deep breath, in … and out.

Say:

It’s not easy being Queen, is it? It’s a big responsibility! However, Queen 
Elizabeth II has found great strength in her Christian faith. She treasures her 
copy of the Bible, which she received at her coronation, and she’s even asked 
people to pray for her. This has helped her serve others, even when times have 
been difficult.  

Welcome and 
Preparation

Queen Elizabeth II – The Queen 
Who Chose To Serve

Introduction 

Story

Quiet  
moment to 
reflect and 
wonder

http://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/queen-illustrations
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I wonder what helps you when things are hard, or you need to make a deci-
sion? (pause a few moments) I wonder if there a book you like to read or a per-
son you can talk to that you find helpful? Let’s think about that for a moment. 

Give the children time to reflect. Starting with 10, silently count back slowly to 1.

Say:

Now I’m going to say a prayer. If you want to make it your prayer, say, ‘Amen’ 
(which means, ‘I agree’) at the end after me. (If not, you can sit quietly and 
think about what you’ve heard today.)*

* Use bracketed words in schools where appropriate

 

Say:

Dear God,

Thank you for Queen Elizabeth II and for the ways she has helped and served 
others. She has trusted you throughout her reign even when it wasn’t easy, 
and I ask that you help me trust you too. 

Amen

This assembly has been written in the  
style of an Open the Book Assembly. If  
you are interested in having an Open the  
Book team come and deliver Bible stories at  
your school, visit www.biblesociety.org.uk/ 
openthebook please be in touch with us at:   
enquiries@openthebook.net

Prayer intro

Prayer 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/openthebook
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/openthebook
mailto:enquiries@openthebook.net


At Bible Society we believe the Bible 
can change people’s lives for good.

Find more resources to help you share the Bible at 
biblesociety.org.uk

Working across Africa, China and the Middle East – in places where Christianity is 
growing fastest – we’re translating, distributing and helping people relate to and 
make sense of the Bible. And we’re advocating for its place in society so that its 
wisdom, inspiration and relevance are not lost.

Here at home, where the Bible is readily available but rarely read, we’re 
introducing a new generation to the life-changing stories it contains and 
helping people engage with it better so that the Bible will continue to shape 
our communities. Open the Book offers primary school children an opportunity 
to hear key Bible stories told by a team of Christians from local churches, 
who present the stories during assemblies or acts of collective worship. Each 
presentation takes around 10–15 minutes and can be incorporated into a wider 
school assembly, or can stand alone. It is a three-year rolling programme with an 
additional, but optional year of material based on Christian values for schools.

We were founded over 200 years ago by a passionate group of people who 
believed God’s word should be shared across the world, and we’ve been 
sustained by the commitment of thousands of supporters – people like you – 
who’ve joined our mission to bring the Bible to life.

Everything we do is driven by one conviction: that when people engage with 
the Bible lives can change, for good. So if the Bible has made a difference to 
your life, please join with us through prayer and support to bring the Bible to life 
around the world.

©British and Foreign Bible Society 2022 |  biblesociety.org.uk  |  Registered charity 232759
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