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Luke 24.13-35 
The Journey to Emmaus
Written by Heather Clements, Bible Society volunteer

Introduction

Journeys can be life-changing experiences. How many of us can recall a special journey – maybe because 
it was dangerous or scary or perhaps because the scenery was breathtaking and unforgettable. Perhaps 
our minds go back to a journey which took us to the place where we met a partner or a special friend?

(Use your own examples here – with images if appropriate or share the experiences of Heather Clements)

Heather Clements who has retired from Bible Society but is now an avid volunteer, tells us that some of 
her most amazing journeys have been on her travels with Bible Society – for example to distribute Bibles 
among the Miao people of Yunnan, China or when she travelled to the far east of Cambodia to celebrate 
the first ever New Testament in the Bunong language.

The Journey to Emmaus is an episode we all probably know well – perhaps it’s one of the most  
memorable of the resurrection appearances (only recorded in Luke’s Gospel) – the account of the most 
significant journey home that Cleopas and his companion ever experienced! 

Imagine the scene. It’s the third day after the terrible events of ‘Good Friday’ – the day that Jesus’  
followers would never forget; the day that their hopes seemed to have been crushed – Jesus had been 
betrayed and cruelly crucified. The one who they had hoped would rescue Israel had been executed at 
the hands of the Roman authorities. Now what was left? To whom could they turn?

And so Cleopas and his companion start their journey back to Emmaus (about a seven mile walk from 
Jerusalem). How do they feel? Surely they must be sad, confused, uncertain what to believe,  
disappointed and exhausted.

Understandably, their conversation is dominated by the events of the last few days. Doubtless as they go 
back over all that has taken place, they struggle to understand what it all means. This was not the story 
ending they had anticipated for Jesus.

So engrossed are they in their discussions, that they seem unaware that a stranger is now walking with 
them. Although it may seem odd to us that they did not recognise their new companion, this was not 
the only post-resurrection occasion when Jesus was not immediately recognised (see John 20.14 or John 
21.4). Maybe there was something about Jesus’s resurrection body that was different. Or, perhaps Jesus 
deliberately kept them from recognising him. Whatever the explanation Jesus clearly had a purpose in 
the timing of his disclosure.

The stranger asks ‘what are you talking about, as you walk along? they can scarcely believe the question– 
surely everyone in Jerusalem knows what has been happening! Where has this man been to have missed 
all the action?
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When he innocently poses the question – ‘what things?’ – by their answer they clearly show that they had 
really not understood who Jesus was and why he had come. 

Their words seem to draw a rebuke from Jesus. How could they have failed to accept what had been 
prophesied in the Scriptures?

Actually, it’s quite understandable… From reading Isaiah 2.4 they believed that the Messiah would usher 
in an era of world peace and end all hatred, oppression, suffering and disease. They could not see this 
whilst the Romans were still ruling.

But Jesus doesn’t leave them in ignorance! Wouldn’t it have been amazing to listen in on him opening 
the Hebrew Scriptures to them, the story of God and the World, showing how the whole of the Old  
Testament points to the coming of Jesus and the salvation that he will bring! 

That must have been an unforgettable discourse – no wonder they were keen for him to join them for 
supper! And then, finally, his true identity is revealed as he breaks the bread at the start of the meal  
(usually done by the host not the guest when the prayer of thanksgiving was spoken before a meal.)

This was a moment of revelation. Perhaps it was the sight of his nail-pierced hands that  
alerted them – or maybe it was simply that God had decided that this was the time to open their eyes. 
And then he vanished!

And so the journey that had begun in despair and disappointment ends in revelation and an encounter 
with the risen Jesus. Their hearts are on fire, their faith renewed and they have new energy and purpose – 
so much so that they immediately set off back to Jerusalem to tell their story – regardless of their  
tiredness and the possible dangers of travelling in the dark!

What an amazing story! What a privilege to have the Scriptures brought to life by Jesus himself – no  
wonder their hearts were ‘burning’ within them!

So what can we take from this passage today?

First, we are reminded that the whole of Scripture (the written word) points to Jesus (the Living Word). 
In this encounter, Jesus makes it clear that the Hebrew Scriptures (‘beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets’ verse 27) point to his coming, his death and his final glory. The Old Testament is not an optional 
and sometimes difficult ‘extra’, it is a vital part of the story – God’s story.

Second, we see the impact as Jesus shares with these two travellers and opens up the Scriptures for 
them and literally brings Scripture to life before their eyes. Although we do not have Jesus actually by 
our side, we do have his Spirit who continues to open our eyes and our hearts as we engage with the 
Bible.

Photography by Bible Society/Ian Oakley



3

Bible Society continues to work today in over 200 countries – including our own nation and some of the 
most dangerous in the world – to bring the Bible to life for every man, woman and child. 

The challenge to us personally is to engage with the Bible so that we allow God to speak to us through 
his Holy Spirit – so that we also might experience ‘our hearts burning within us’ as we encounter God 
anew through the Scriptures.

And as we value the Bible for ourselves, we should be encouraged to do all that we can to make sure that 
those who still wait for Scripture in their own language or the opportunity to access a Bible in a format 
that they can afford and understand can also realise that dream. This is what pastor Amjad is doing in 
Jordan. 

Show slide 5 from the PowerPoint (Jordan_PowerPoint_2018.ppt), tell the testimony of Pastor Amjad 
written in the notes.

Finally, the story of the Emmaus Road journey reminds us that an encounter with the risen Jesus can be 
a life-changing experience – certainly our two travellers would never be the same again!

At Bible Society we believe that God continues to speak through Scripture – we believe that when  
people engage with the Bible, their lives can change, for good. That is our inspiration – more than 200 
years on since the start of this amazing global mission – and we have so many compelling stories of the 
way in which lives continue to be transformed both here and around the world.

Right now, for example, in Jordan and Lebanon, Syrian and Iraqi refugees are receiving spiritual and 
practical support from Bible Society volunteers. In many cases they have fled from their homes with 
nothing – driven by fear and violence. Bible Society continues to provide them also with Bibles and with 
Bible-based trauma counselling.

Show slide 10 from the PowerPoint (Jordan_PowerPoint_2018.ppt), tell the testimony of Marian 
Hagoup written in the notes.

None of this work could happen without the faithful prayers, gifts and legacies of churches and  
individuals such as you. Please continue to pray with us (hold up a copy of Prayer in Action) and  
consider whether you could give life-transforming Scripture to a refugee such as Marian today.  
It costs just £5 to provide a Bible for a refugee.

(If appropriate hold up a Bible a month form.) Your gift each month, can put a Bible into the hands of 
someone who really wants it. Please join us in bringing the Bible to life across the world.

Thank you for your support today – and may God bless each one of us as we allow Scripture to warm 
our heart and challenge our lives today.
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