
It’s our 40th 
anniversary! It was in 
June 1977 that the 
Bible a Month Club 
(as it was called then) 
began. And now in 
2017 I’m delighted 
to celebrate all that 

you’ve helped achieve in 40 years.

David Longley, the first co-ordinator of 
Bible a Month, was one of the first to write 
to me a couple of months ago when we 
asked for your memories and stories of 
being part of Bible a Month. I’m delighted 
to include a message from him, along 
with several others in this special edition 
anniversary newsletter.

Thank you so much to those of you who 
wrote in to me with your memories. I’ve 
really enjoyed reading them, and I’m 
sorry that we couldn’t include them all in 
this newsletter.

I hope you enjoy reading through this 
special edition and praying for our 
mission, of which you are very much a 
part. 

Your support has achieved so much over 
the past 40 years; new translations have 
been finished, countless Bibles have been 
distributed, and millions of people have 
encountered Scripture. 

Through faithful Christians like you, 
millions – yes millions – of lives have been 
enriched and changed through God’s 
precious word. Thank you for what you’ve 
made possible.

John Ranford 
Bible a Month Co-ordinator

Bible a month
June/July 2017 Issue 183 SPECIAL EDITION

Your special edition:

An eyewitness report  
from Bible Society  
CEO, Paul Williams page 2

Featured countries  
& prayer page 3 
     At home 
     China 
     Africa 
     Middle East

40 years on: the story  
of Bible a Month page 4

Pass it on page 4

Your memories Special insert

Chinese Christians with their Bibles at a service at Luhe District Church, Nanjing, China.
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My time as Chief Executive at Bible Society is measured in 
months, not years. However, even in this short time I feel 
privileged to be associated with such amazing work and 
impacted by the significant contribution that Bible a Month 
supporters have made over 40 years of faithful support. Let me 
share a little of what I’ve experienced first-hand of that impact 
as I reflect on the significance of Bible a Month in this 40th 
anniversary year.

Only six days into my tenure, I visited Africa. One highlight was 
a trip to a Masai village in the Kenyan rift valley where around 
35 villagers gathered to read the Scripture, newly translated into 
their language, and celebrate their faith in Jesus Christ. A few 
months later I made the first of two trips to China, where I’ve 
seen first-hand the incredible passion for the Bible that is one key 
characteristic of the Chinese Church. 

What was extraordinary on those trips was hearing from 
government ministers and policy advisors concerning the impact 
of the Bible on Church growth: there is a widespread recognition 
in China of the power of the Bible itself to transform lives and 
communities. 

Earlier this year I was in the Middle East, learning directly of the 
remarkable way in which Muslims are asking for copies of the 
Bible in their own language and how many are coming to faith 
as a result of reading the Scripture under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit. I also met with Christian Iraqi refugee families with 
stories of their escape from ISIS and the incredible comfort that 
they found in the Scripture during long periods of uncertainty, 
confusion and desolation. (You can read more about those 
encounters in the current edition of Word in Action.)

The power of the Bible is the same at home as it is overseas. God 
longs to encounter each of us by his Holy Spirit and draw us to 
himself through Jesus Christ no matter where we are or what 
language we speak. We see real signs of hunger and openness to 

God and the Bible in a context where for many years we’ve got 
used to cynicism and indifference. We believe God is mobilizing 
the Church for a new wave of mission in Britain and we’re gearing 
up to be part of that movement.

But to respond to all of these incredible 
opportunities, whether in Britain or 
beyond, we must first ensure that we 
ourselves remain hearers and doers 
of the word. At Bible Society we’re 
particularly challenged at present by 
Isaiah 43.19. We believe God is calling 
us to lift our eyes and focus our minds 
on what he is doing in the world today. 
Scripture is a wellspring of life and we 
believe God wants to open up many 
wells in Britain that have been blocked 
up, as well as helping us discover new 
wells that will bring something fresh to our contemporary 
society (cf Gen 26.18-19).

Would you commit to joining us in this – praying for insight, 
understanding and courage to act in response to God’s initiative? 
Forty is a significant number in Scripture. Whether we’re talking 
40 days, weeks or years, often what follows such a period of 
struggle, dedication, resistance to temptation or faithfulness is a 
breakthrough of some kind into more of God’s purposes. 

What kind of breakthrough does God have in store for us all as 
we partner together in Bible mission? That question excites me 
and I draw encouragement from the 40 years of faithful support 
and giving that Bible a Month represents. Thank you for your 
faithfulness and generosity. Thank you 
for your vision and encouragement. 
Thank you for your prayers and witness.

Paul (back central) with Masai villagers in the Kenyan Rift Valley celebrating their new Bible translation.

Paul  Williams 
Chief Executive

Paul looking at Bibles printed by 
the Amity Printing Co. on his visit 
to China.

A significant impact 
By Paul Williams



In this special edition, we give you an update from four of our key missional areas

At home in this country
Our work at home includes Bible campaigns, Bible engagement materials 
for Christians, cultural and political advocacy, and first-class engagement in 
education.

In over 2,500 schools, our team of 14,000 volunteers are dramatically bringing 
the Bible to life with children during assemblies. In Westminster, we’re 
advocating for the Bible and the value of its teachings in national politics. We 
also recently launched Bible Book Club, a method of encouraging groups of 
friends to explore the Bible one book at a time.

Specifically in Wales, we are bringing the Bible to life through our visitor centre, 
Mary Jones World, and through Welsh language Bible engagement initiatives. 
Since the publication of beibl.net (the latest Welsh Bible translation) in 2015, 
we have been producing resources in Welsh to encourage more people to read 
the Bible – and then live differently as a result – Byw y Beibl (Live the Bible) is 
the 2017 challenge to do just that!

Prayer pointers

• Pray that Bible Book Club will inspire people 
to explore the Bible in new ways.

• Pray for our family of Storytellers who go into 
primary schools regularly, that they will be 
encouraged themselves, and encouraging 
others to join their team.

• Pray that the team at Mary Jones World would 
be able to meet each person visiting ‘where 
they’re at’ and help them learn more about 
the Bible.

• Pray that our Welsh Bible engagement 
activities and resources would reach a wider 
audience and would have a positive impact. 

China
According to official figures, there are some 40 million Christians in China, with 
a further million coming to faith each year.  So demand for Bibles is high. We’re 
supporting the Amity Printing Co. in Nanjing which prints 40,000 Bibles daily.

China has many minority ethnic groups speaking their own languages, such 
as the Black Yi people, who live in the far south of the country. Over the last 
14 years we’ve worked with local people to translate the Bible into the Black Yi 
language for the first time. 

Meanwhile, we’re also supporting future pastors in China by providing study 
books and Bibles at Nanjing’s leading theological seminary. This helps ground 
the future pastors in the word of God. It’s vital as today, each church pastor 
tends a flock of some 6,700 people.

Prayer pointers

• Praise God for the millions of Christians 
coming to faith each year in China.

• Pray that new Christians in China would be 
able to discover God’s word for themselves.

• Give thanks for new Bible translations for 
minority ethnic groups, like the Black Yi 
people.

• Pray for more people to come forward for 
training as pastors to lead the growing 
Chinese Church.

Africa
In sub-Saharan Africa your generosity is helping us to be active in six key 
countries; Central African Republic, Congo Brazzaville, Malawi, Mozambique, 
South Sudan and Swaziland.

We are strengthening our existing work in countries like South Sudan, where 
despite the hardships of conflict and severe famine there is good news too. 
The Mabaan Bible was recently translated well ahead of time, and Bible 
Society supporters raised more than £20,000 to support famine relief.

We’re also entering and establishing partnerships in new areas, like 
Mozambique, where new ‘Bible hubs’ are being set-up across this vast country 
to aid Scripture distribution to unreached areas.

Prayer pointers

• Thanksgiving for new partnerships to bring 
the Scriptures to more people in places like 
Mozambique.

• Pray for an end to famine in South Sudan, and 
praise God for continued Bible work there.

• Pray for wisdom as our teams in Africa decide 
which areas of Bible translation, distribution 
and engagement work are the top priorities 
over the next few years.

Middle East
In the midst of war, violence and persecution, we are working to bring the 
Bible to life in the Middle East in places like Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. 
We’ve now been active in the region for the best part of 200 years.

Our teams distribute Bibles, alongside necessities like food and toiletries, to 
families in refugees camps, and help local churches offer Bible-based trauma 
healing to those who have witnessed the horrors of war.

We also run bookshops in the region, including one in Aleppo, the war-torn 
city in Syria. We’re seeing an unprecedented demand for God’s word, both 
from Christians in the region and Muslims who are turning to Jesus.

Prayer pointers

•  Pray for God’s protection over our teams and 
Bible bookshops in countries in the region 
where conflict is rife.

• Praise God for all those turning to Jesus 
during difficult times, and pray for strength 
for Christians suffering persecution.

• Pray for more volunteers and churches to 
offer Bible-based trauma healing to refugees 
who are traumatised by war.



Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter 
which will feature reports from Mozambique & Jordan.

Thank you so much for your support which is bringing 
the Bible to life at home and around the world. 

Remember that if your circumstances change you can 
alter your gift at any time. To increase or decrease your 
regular donation call us on 01793 418222.

If you’re paying by direct debit you can fill in the form 
below and post it to us at Bible Society, Stonehill 
Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG.

I would like to change my monthly gift to..........................

Please sign here.......................................................................

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, 
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG

Registered charity 232759

Pass it on
Our mission is more than just a 40-year project.  We want 
every man, woman and child to know the power of God’s 
word in their life. Thanks to your gift, we are reaching 
more people with God’s word each month. Can you help 
us continue this mission for future generations?

Legacies
Legacy gifts are one of the most significant ways of 
ensuring the work continues; by remembering us when 
you make your will, you’ll enable people in the future to 
experience the Bible for themselves. Your legacy could 
transform thousands of lives by the word of God. 
biblesociety.org.uk/legacy

Share Bible a Month
Why not spread the news about Bible a Month and invite 
others to join? Perhaps you have a family member who 
hasn’t joined, or others at your church who might be 
interested in giving the Bible each month. 
biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Book a speaker
Invite one of our team of dedicated speakers to come 
and share with your church or group how the Bible is 
changing lives around the world. They’ll inspire you and 
let you know how you can join us further in our mission. 
biblesociety.org.uk/speaker

Bible a Month was launched here in this country in 1977. However it wasn’t a completely 
new concept; the idea had already been tested and improved in the USA, Holland and 
Germany before coming to Britain. David Longley was the first co-ordinator of Bible a Month 
which he unveiled in June that year following detailed preparation.

Within the first six months of Bible a Month, the number of members was already at 1,800, 
well over the target of 1,500 set originally by David Longley. The number of people part 
of Bible a Month is continuing to increase steadily year on year, with the figure currently 
standing at 23,162.

Last year you gave nearly £2 million to Bible a Month, which was spent on Bible projects in 
59 countries across four different continents. You helped provide Scriptures for people with 
visual impairment in Uganda, help supply nearly 800,000 Bibles to the growing church in 
China and offer Bible-based trauma healing in the Middle East.

The average cost of translating, printing and distributing a Bible in currently £5, although 
many Bible a Month members decide to give more than that on a monthly basis. That means 
Bible a Month has helped to distribute the equivalent of at least 7 million Bibles, although in 
reality it is likely to be many more.

Our calculations reveal that more than £35 million has been given to Bible work through 
Bible a Month. Whether it be the people of Ghana, referred to in newsletter No 5 of Bible a 
Month Club (see insert) or refugees in Austria, featured in the first newsletter of 2017, you 
are helping to bring the Bible to life for millions across the world.

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,162 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

B
ib

le
 a

 M
o

n
th

 c
o

n
c
e
p

ts
 ©

 N
ic

k 
B

e
ls

o
n
 O

ri
g

in
 D

e
si

g
n
 C

o
n
su

lt
a
n
ts

 L
td

 A
p

ri
l 2

0
17

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,159 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,162 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

B
ib

le
 a

 M
o

n
th

 c
o

n
c
e
p

ts
 ©

 N
ic

k 
B

e
ls

o
n
 O

ri
g

in
 D

e
si

g
n
 C

o
n
su

lt
a
n
ts

 L
td

 A
p

ri
l 2

0
17

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,159 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,162 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

B
ib

le
 a

 M
o

n
th

 c
o

n
c
e
p

ts
 ©

 N
ic

k 
B

e
ls

o
n
 O

ri
g

in
 D

e
si

g
n
 C

o
n
su

lt
a
n
ts

 L
td

 A
p

ri
l 2

0
17

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,159 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,162 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

B
ib

le
 a

 M
o

n
th

 c
o

n
c
e
p

ts
 ©

 N
ic

k 
B

e
ls

o
n
 O

ri
g

in
 D

e
si

g
n
 C

o
n
su

lt
a
n
ts

 L
td

 A
p

ri
l 2

0
17

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,159 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,162 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

B
ib

le
 a

 M
o

n
th

 c
o

n
c
e
p

ts
 ©

 N
ic

k 
B

e
ls

o
n
 O

ri
g

in
 D

e
si

g
n
 C

o
n
su

lt
a
n
ts

 L
td

 A
p

ri
l 2

0
17

Bible a Month   
started in 1977

You’ve helped distribute
7 million Bibles

In 2016 you gave nearly 
£2 million

23,159 people are 
part of Bible a Month 

In 40 years you have given 
more than £35 million

1977-2017
40 YEARS
Bible a Month

With grateful thanks to David Longley for his assistance in ensuring factual accuracy when compiling this feature. David sends special greetings and thanks to all 
members who remember him from the first eight years.



Richard 
Clarke:

I think I started 
supporting Bible 

a Month Club 
occasionally around 
1985, and regularly 
from around 1994.

It’s one of the few 
that I have stuck 

with over that 
time.  

No regrets!

Your memories
In the last few editions of the Bible a Month newsletter, we asked 
you to send us your stories of supporting Bible a Month over the 
past 40 years. Thank you so much to all of you who wrote in. Here 
are some excerpts, and some very special memorabilia, from 
what you sent in…

Vicki Devoz:
I started supporting it (Bible a Month) when I lived in Australia in the late 1980s. I loved the fact that I could be a part of getting God’s word into people’s hands and hearts that I would never meet, although hopefully there will be many in heaven! 

I had the privilege of telling people about Jesus myself in France for several years using Bible Society resources before moving to the UK. What a joy to find that the Bible a Month Club operated in the UK as in Australia. I was quick to sign up and enjoy sharing the regular news with my whole family. May God continue to bless this work.

Patricia Munthali:

When I was a child my father had 

to stop working so I was living in 

extreme poverty. I was depressed 

as a child. Fortunately I had a 

Bible. I used to read it and I was 

getting so much comfort and 

peace when I read it. 

The Bible has been a source of 

comfort and joy. That is what 

inspired me to donate to Bible 

Society. I want everyone to have 

a Bible so that people will be 

ministered to by the Lord through 

the Bible.

Bible a Month newsletter from the 1970s

David 
Longley:
For 40 years I have been 
supporting Bible a Month Club. 
That’s ever since I was asked to set it 
up as its first Co-ordinator in 1977.

So my very special greetings and thanks 
go to each current Bible a Month Club 
Supporter who joined in those early 
days. It’s amazing to think of such 
long faithfulness by many to this very 
strategic ministry. Let’s praise God for 
the countless thousands whose lives 
have been changed through the work 
of Bible a Month.

How wonderful we can be sure that this 
work has everlasting value, for Our Lord 
Jesus Christ said: “My words will never 
pass away.” (Matthew 24.35 CEV)

Cynthia 
Croughton:

We have been supporting Bible a 
Month for nearly 40 years and find 
it very informative about so many 

different countries.  We also admire 
the fine work that the Bible Society 

does in the world.  Keep it up.

            An early Bible a Month recruitment leaflet



Alec & Jan 
Foreman:
We are delighted to say that we 
share the same 40th Anniversary 
with Bible a Month as in 1977 
we accepted Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour and our lives were 
changed forever. It was during 
an original gap year when we 
drove in our Land Rover 40,000 
miles through 29 countries in 
Europe, Africa and Asia. We met 
up with missionaries in Nigeria 
and they gave us a Bible, which 
we found challenging to understand. 

After crossing the Sahara Desert for a second time we ventured north to Vienna in 

Austria. Through a remarkable sequence of events we were invited into the home 

of an English family there, who also turned out to be missionaries. We asked them 

many questions of what we had been reading in that Bible and during our stay 

we committed our lives to Jesus Christ. Our journey then continued on out to 

Afghanistan and Nepal before returning home to England.

It must have been a couple of years later that we heard about Bible a Month with the 

Bible Society in 1979 and decided to join, knowing how having the Bible in modern 

day English that we could understand, had revealed Jesus Christ to us. We have 

been members ever since.

Nigel 
Carter:

Back in 1983, I was 

inspired by the objective 

of getting the Bible into the 

hands of those who could not 

otherwise access the life changing 

word of God and that desire has 

remained my motivation as I have 

supported the Bible a Month 

Club financially and in prayer 

ever since.

Keep up the good 
work!

            Bible a Month Club badge

Rowena 
Merson:
My father was a 
supporter of Bible 
Society back in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s and he was the Secretary for 
the local Bible Society group at our church. At much the same time as my 
father was involved in this work, I was attending Sunday School and it was 
there that I learned about Mary Jones and her Bible!

At the end of the ‘70s my family and I went to live in North Wales and we 
used to visit Bala regularly, and I always felt that something was missing 
by there not being anywhere which commemorated Mary’s amazing 
achievement and the beginning of Bible Society. So, I was absolutely 
thrilled when I got to visit Mary Jones World in Bala, last summer! It is a 
perfect tribute to an amazing girl.

Bible a Month Club membership cards

Joanna 
Martin:

I have been a supporter of Bible a 
Month Club since the late 1970s.

The very clever thing about the 
Bible a Month Club is that the monthly 

contribution has always been very small. 
Something even a student can manage. As 

a result, I have kept up my subscription ever 
since I joined up, including during the time 

when I left work to became a student.

I think the Bible Society does an 
immensely important and 

wonderful work and I am very 
proud to be a supporter.

Beverley Thomas:
I just wanted to share with you that I have been a member of the 
club for nearly 35 years. I still have my original orange membership 
card dated 8 June 1982! This was the first Christian charity I 
supported financially so Bible Society has always had a special 
place in our giving. I say ‘our’ as I also have the membership card for 
Andrew, my husband, dated 9 April 1984, a year before we married 
in April 1985. So as we celebrate our 32nd Wedding Anniversary 
next week we can also celebrate that we have been supporters of 
Bible a Month Club, as a couple, for 32 years too!


