
This is an edition of 
lasts. It’s my final 
newsletter as editor 
– you can read my 
farewell message in 
‘Club Corner’ – and 
it’s also the last edition of our 40th 
anniversary year.

But more important than these 
endings is the continuing work you 
are enabling with your generous 
gifts. So read, and be encouraged 
by what you’re achieving all around 
the world. I feel particularly moved 
to include our first ever account 
from Iraq where your support is 
helping families rebuild their lives.

Thank you for your ongoing prayers 
and gifts. May you have a blessed 
Christmas and a happy new year.

 

 

John Ranford
Bible a Month  
Co-ordinator

The town of Nineveh in modern-day 
Iraq has had a chequered history. In 
the Old Testament, God spared it from 
destruction, having sent the reluctant 
prophet Jonah there. But in recent years, 
it has been the scene of mass devastation 
as the so-called Islamic State and Iraqi 
authorities fought for control of the city. 
ISIS’ grip on the city ended in August 
2017 and now hundreds of families are 
returning. 

I travelled there to find out what life is 
like for returning Christians and how we 
can help them. The journey to Nineveh 
was shocking and painful with extensive 
damage in every direction assaulting my 
senses: houses and churches ravaged by 
fire, looted and in some cases riddled with 
networks of tunnels. 

Walking through the abandoned market 
and seeing the rubble that had once 
been the homes of Christian families, it 
was hard not to feel demoralised. But, I 
was also struck by the amazing resilience 
of the refugees when I visited Al-Tahera 
Church, formerly one of the biggest and 
most beautiful churches in Iraq, and 
observed a small congregation praying 

with their priest amidst the chaos of the 
ransacked building. 

I met a young Iraqi couple called Ihsan 
and Lara, both from Qaraqosh, the 
largest Christian city in Iraq. They have 
two children and Ihsan used to work as a 
blacksmith, until ISIS took over their city 
in August 2014. They had no choice but to 
flee their beautiful new home which had 
taken six years of sweat and sacrifice to 
build. 

But Ihsan’s deep sorrow was for his 
mother’s death not the house. She died a 
few days after they fled Qaraqosh in the 
church hall which they shared with other 
refugee Iraqi families. Still traumatised by 
his mother’s death, he said, ‘Nothing is 
more important than my mother, she was 
everything to me. Imagine that you lose 
your mum in this situation.’

I accompanied them as they inspected 
their house, which had become a pile of 
stones. Like many returning Christians, the 
first thing the couple did was to remove 
the letter “N” in Arabic which had been 
daubed on the door, meaning ‘Nasrani’ 
(Christian), to indicate that there were 
Christians living there and the inhabitants 
could be killed. You may be familiar 
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Christian homes reduced to rubble in Qaraqosh, Iraq.
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Returning to bear witness
By Lina Musharbash
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Translating the Bible into Vlax Romani
Chile is the longest country from North to South in the world. 
But 90% of the country’s population live around the capital of 
Santiago including many of the country’s 12,000 Roma (Gypsy) 
people.

Our team in Chile have been working for many years to translate the Bible into 
the main Romani dialect spoken by the Roma people in Chile. The New Testament 
translation was completed in 2007 and since then our team have been working on 
the Old Testament.

Thanks to your Bible a Month gifts, the full translation is now on the verge of 
completion and due to be printed in 2018. This will be the first complete Bible for 
Roma people anywhere in the Americas.

In Chile, like many places around the world, Roma people experience social 
discrimination. They also maintain their own culture and close themselves off to 
the rest of Chilean society. This makes them hard to reach. But thanks to the power 
of the word of God, the barriers in reaching them are being overcome.

Sister Margarita Rivas has been an integral part of the Chilean Bible Society’s 
efforts to reach the Roma people. Through persistence and prayer, she is sharing 
the message of God’s love in the Bible.

Many Roma women and children do not know how to read, so Sister Margarita has 
been educating them, using New Testament portions in their language. She tells 
stories of lives changed thanks to the power of the gospel message. Roma women 
who were engaged in practises such as fortune-telling now understand it is not 
good for them because of what they hear in God’s word. 

Children who had reputations for bad behaviour on the streets are now part of 
local churches where they are inviting and encouraging others. One of the first 
children Sister Margarita ever helped, Arankichi, has chosen to become a pastor for 
the Roma community.

Your Bible a Month gifts have provided materials and Scripture portions for the 
Roma people and helped fuel the changed hearts and lives that our team are 
seeing in Chile. Please pray the full translation will help more of the Roma people 
learn about God’s love through the Bible and ultimately result in many more lives 
changed for good.

Christmas Lunch 
on Jesus

‘Christmas Lunch on Jesus’ is an 
initiative to provide Christmas 
hampers to low income families 
for whom Christmas poses a real 
financial challenge.

The charity Jesus House began 
the project in 2007 in the London 
borough of Barnet, supported by 
donations from local churches. Now 
celebrating its 10th anniversary 
the aim this year is to reach 3,000 
families spanning across every 
borough of London.

We first partnered with Jesus House 
back in 2012 and since then have 
been working together to spread 
the joy and hope that the true 
message of Christmas brings. 

This Christmas we will give 
away approximately 12,000 
Bible booklets and resources to 
supplement the physical food 
provided by Jesus House with 
‘spiritual food’. Each hamper will 
contain The Greatest Journey 
nativity booklet, a Scripture 
calendar, colouring journal and 
Christmas stickers.

Preparing the hampers is a 
mammoth operation. Hundreds of 
volunteers from local churches will 
join the assembly line, spending 
an entire day packing and loading. 
They will then spend another day 
delivering to families.

Please pray for the smooth running 
of all logistical aspects of the project 
and for the volunteers as they chat 
to families about the love of Jesus 
and the good news in the Bible.

with this symbol as people around the 
world took it up on social media to show 
solidarity with Christians in Iraq. 

I saw lots of graffiti on the Christian 
houses. Some said ‘No more church – the 
Islamic state is remaining and expanding’ 
but many of these had been overwritten 
with statements like ‘Jesus is the light of 
the world’ and ‘God is love.’  

Ihsan said: ‘We have to return because this 
is our life and home, our history, and the 
church always helped us. Bible Society 
also did a good job. We get strength from 
their help. I believe God permitted the 
pain to realise the good and the love. 

‘We bear witness to Jesus and his 
resurrection when we live here like our 
Christian ancestors. There are 2,000 years 
of history behind us, how can we deny 
that?’ As I left Ihsan and Lara I felt the 
power of God and the certainty of their 
trust in him. 

Through your gifts and support, you are 
providing Bibles and food packages which 
are distributed by the local churches. Our 

Bible-based Trauma Healing program is 
also helping refugees to talk through their 
experiences and discover God’s love for 
them.

Please pray for the Iraqi Christians who are 
still living as refugees in foreign countries. 
They are physically and emotionally 
exhausted, living in terrible conditions. 
Now, as their cities are freed from ISIS, a 
few have started to return. Churches and 
other organisations are helping them to 
rebuild their houses, but the feelings of 
uncertainty and unsafety are still deep in 
their hearts. Thank you for standing with 
them.

In focus

Ihsan and Lara have returned to Qaraqosh determined to 
bear witness to Jesus and his resurrection.
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Prayer pointers
• Give thanks that as ISIS retreats, 

refugees are returning to Iraq. Please 
pray for those with the very difficult 
task of bringing stability in the 
aftermath of the conflict.

• Pray for God’s protection over Ihsan 
and Lara as they rebuild their lives 
in Qaraqosh, bearing witness to 
Jesus and his resurrection in their 
community. Pray for their continued 
healing and recovery. 

• Praise God for all that we are able 
to do through partnering with local 
churches to provide Bibles, food 
packages and trauma healing.

• Pray that the Christian population in 
Iraq will grow in strength, faith and 
numbers and Iraqi Christians will be 
emboldened to share the reason for 
the hope they have.

Christians make up less than 1% of the 
Iraqi population and recent reports 
suggest this may have reduced even 
further with many fleeing to Jordan 
and Lebanon.

While hundreds of families like Ihsan 
and Lara have returned, many others 
are still afraid. Christians have lost 
homes and experienced tragedy in 
the conflict with ISIS. It takes time and 
resources to support the return of 
refugees, the reconstruction of cities 
and villages devastated by the war. 

Thank you for your continuing support which enables us to  
encourage Christian communities which are under enormous  
pressure by providing food, medicines and other essential  
supplies as well as distributing Bibles.

People are hungry for the comfort and affirmation they  
find in God’s word and thanks to the Bibles your support  
provides, there is hope in the midst of hardship.

Prayer pointers
• Pray for peace in this war-torn 

nation. Ask that God will intervene to 
bring order and stability, and restore 
the hearts of people damaged by 
violence and trauma. 

• Give thanks for the resilience and 
commitment of our team in CAR. 
They tell us, ‘There are places we 
can’t go. But we want to share the 
Bible in the places we can go.’ Pray 
God will use them as tools in his 
reconciliation work. 

• Pray that Ken Dachi, our programme 
adviser for Africa, can offer active 
and practical support which will help 
the local team share God’s word 
more widely.

• Pray for the 20 women attending our 
literacy class in CAR; pray that their 
lives will be transformed as they 
learn this vital life skill, and their faith 
will be strengthened as they read 
the Bible for themselves.

The Central African Republic (CAR), 
bordered by countries including the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, South 
Sudan and Chad, is a dangerous 
place. Tensions are high due to the 
ongoing conflict between Muslim 
and Christian militia groups. Highly 
lucrative diamond, gold and oil mines 
are at the centre of the fight for control. 
Violence, looting and kidnappings are 
widespread. Three-quarters of people 
live in extreme poverty.

We have been doing what we can to 
keep providing God’s word throughout the years of war, but conditions are extremely 
difficult. Electricity is only available for three hours a day. The freight containers where 
Bibles are stored often leak. Our nine staff share a tiny office. 

In 2018, more of your regular gifts will support this struggling 
team – and provide the Bible to people who need it. We’d 
like to buy three motorbikes to distribute Bibles round the 
country, create a proper Bible distribution centre and sales 
kiosks, and invest in fledgling literacy work among women. 

An Iraqi refugee boy with his grandmother who received 
essential supplies from our team in Iraq.

Women from the literacy class with their Bibles.

Iraq December 2017

Central African 
Republic

January 2018

Photo © Ken Dachi
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Club Corner

Central African 
Republic
‘God lifts the poor and needy from dust and ashes.’
Psalm 113.7 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 622,984 sq km, approx. 2.56 x larger than the UK
Population – 5.6 million, approx. 9% of UK
Literacy rate - 36.8%

Languages - French (official), other local languages

Iraq
‘We often suffer, but we are never crushed. Even 
when we don’t know what to do, we never give up. 
In times of trouble, God is with us, and when we are 
knocked down, we get up again.’
2 Corinthians 4.8–9 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 438,317 sq km, approx. 1.8 x larger than the UK
Population – 39.2 million, approx. 61% of UK
Literacy rate – 79.7%

Languages – Arabic (official), Kurdish (official), Turkmen, 
Syriac, Armenian

Dear friends,

With this issue I’m saying a fond farewell to you as the 
Bible a Month Co-ordinator. I’ve enjoyed being part of this 
amazing fellowship of Christians.

I’ve been especially encouraged by your letters. Thank you 
for your prayers for me, the staff in Bible Societies around 
the world, and for those touched by your gifts. 

So what will I be doing next? Well, I’ve long had a concern 
for the environment and the impact we’re having on God’s 
wonderful creation. And now I’m moving on to help other 
organisations think about their responsibility to steward 
God’s creation for the sake of future generations.

Of course, I’ll still be part of this mission and connected to 
you through the gifts I provide to Bible a Month. So a big 
thank you, and I encourage you to keep on – as Paul says 
in Philippians 1.6 (CEV):

‘God is the one who began this good work in you, and I am 
certain that he won’t stop before it is complete on the day 
that Christ Jesus returns.’

Yours in Christ

John Ranford

John says farewell after 11 years 

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, 
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG

Registered charity 232759

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2.11)

Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter 
which will feature reports from Malawi and China.

Thank you so much for your support which is bringing 
the Bible to life at home and around the world. 

Remember that if your circumstances change you can 
alter your gift at any time. To increase or decrease your 
regular donation call us on 01793 418222.

If you’re paying by direct debit please call us on 01793 
418222.


