
It’s my pleasure and 
joy to be taking 
over as the new 
coordinator of Bible 
a Month, in this its 
41st year. I look 
forward to sharing exciting news of 
Bible work and people meeting God 
through his word all over the world, 
thanks to your gifts.

Some key highlights in this edition 
include my colleague’s account of 
his recent trip to Malawi, and on 
page two, there’s the incredible 
Bible printing operation that’s 
happening right now in China.

Your support is changing lives – 
thank you!

Tom Newbold
Bible a Month  
Co-ordinator

I’m in Malawi, driving into a slum. The 
team are nervous about taking me here. 
All around are shacks made of breeze 
blocks with tin roofs. There’s no electricity 
or running water. The stream we cross is 
full of rubbish and smells foul. 

But in the church, a number of children 
are waiting for us looking immaculate in 
their Sunday best. It was here that I met 
Tadala, whose name means ‘blessed’. I 
was certainly blessed by what she said, 
and I hope you will be too – because your 
regular giving through Bible a Month is 
changing Tadala’s life.

Tadala is 10 years old and is one of 
110 children in this slum church. She 
told me she always came faithfully to 
Sunday school lessons, but struggled 
to understand what the teachers were 
talking about. Then, thanks to your 
support, Tadala received a children’s Bible 
costing £5. It’s something her family 
would never be able to afford themselves, 

and it’s so precious she doesn’t take it 
home. Instead it’s kept safely at church so 
she can read it at Sunday school. 

‘Now, I really understand what it means to 
know Jesus,’ she said. ‘I enjoy reading it so 
much. Without this Bible, I couldn’t have 
known God. Thank you… I don’t know the 
words to express how much I can thank 
you.’

As Tadala skipped back home into the 
slum streets, I silently prayed for her 
future. She wants to be a doctor and a 
Sunday school teacher when she grows 
up. Most of all, I pray she’ll know the joy 
and purpose of life with Jesus.

Providing Bibles to children in Sunday 
schools across Malawi is a key project 
for us. This year we’d like to provide 
2,000 English and 8,000 local language 
illustrated children’s Bibles, as well as 
train Sunday school teachers across the 
country.
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Let the Children 
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Amity Printing Press in China
By Hazel Southam
I’m fixated by a screen in the lobby at the Amity Printing 
Foundation in Nanjing, eastern China. It shows the 
number of Bibles the vast printing press has produced. 
And it’s constantly adding more. 

When I arrive, the number stands at 154,773,000 Bibles. 
When I leave a few hours later, it’s up to 154,805,139. 

The Bibles are sent to 72 countries. They also go to 
more than 70 distribution points across China and through them to some 60,000 
churches. 

It’s impossible to keep up with demand. The Church in China is burgeoning. One 
million people are believed to come to faith every year. Half a million are baptised 
each year. 

In churches across China, local people buy Bibles to give to non-Christian friends. 
Giving gifts is hugely important in Chinese culture, so this is an acceptable means 
of outreach. 

In the south of China, in Luquan, the result of Amity’s work is clear. It’s just printed 
10,000 copies of the Bible in the Black Yi language, a local dialect spoken by 
millions. 

‘My greatest hope has been fulfilled,’ says local pastor Zhang Wenfu. ‘It means that 
when we worship, we can read the Yi Bible to the congregation.’

During the Cultural Revolution, ‘we dug out a space in the wall behind the bricks 
and hid the Bible,’ says Wenfu. ‘So you can imagine that now, to be able to read 
it any time and to preach the gospel and give sermons to the congregation is 
wonderful.’

As Bibles are distributed to local Christians in and around Luquan, back in Nanjing, 
more are being printed.  ‘It’s God’s grace to us,’ says Wenfu. ‘It’s been a great year.’ 
Amity provides that grace to millions more each year.

The Bible Course
We’ve launched the third edition of 
our popular Bible overview course. 
Filmed in different locations around 
the UK as well as in a purpose-built 
studio, and accompanied by an 
improved course manual, it has a 
professional new look. 

But this edition is more than a 
quality upgrade. Our vision is 
to reach the many people in our 
society who have little familiarity 
with the Bible and enable them 
to approach the word of God with 
confidence.

Written and presented by Pastor 
Andrew Ollerton, the course 
provides an accessible introduction 
to the big picture of the Bible. 

The first session tackles the 
incredible influence and impact 
of the Bible. The following seven 
sessions explore key characters, 
events and books of the Bible as we 
journey from Genesis through to 
Revelation.

Developing the tools for reading 
and interpreting the Bible is equally 
important. The course manual offers 
further insights, group discussion 
questions, space for notes and daily 
readings.

Please pray that God will use the 
course to bless those seeking to 
learn more about Jesus as well 
as blessing new and experienced 
Christians too. Pray that it will give 
people a fresh understanding, new 
confidence and ignite a passion for 
reading the Bible.

Perhaps you’d like to run the 
course in your local area or church? 
If so, visit biblesociety.org.uk/
biblecourse2018 to find out more.

Why is this work necessary when 80% 
of people here are Christian? What I 
discovered during my visit is that the 
Church in Malawi is 10 miles wide 
and two inches deep. People say they 
are Christians, but many don’t really 
understand what that means. And in 
most churches, Sunday school teachers 
are massively over-stretched as they try 
to teach God’s word to classes of 100 
children or more every week. 

The Bible is the key to people really 
embracing their faith, and it’s vital 
for people to own and engage with 
God’s word. As Malawi has such a young 
population (67% are under 25), it makes 
sense to provide the Bible to children first.

The project, which has been running since 
2013, is hugely successful. Not only are 
children like Tadala coming to know Jesus 
for themselves, more and more children 
are being drawn to church. 

One church pastor told me that a year 
ago, 18 children came to his Sunday 
school. Then he received Bibles and 
training on how to run proper sessions, 
and numbers have swelled to 170 
children! I went to another church which 

attracts 600 children each week. In fact, 
they have to meet outside in the shade of 
a tree because there’s no longer room for 
them indoors. Before they received Bibles 
a year ago, less than half that number of 
children came to church. 

Currently, only around a third of children 
in each Sunday school we work with 
receive children’s Bibles and with growing 
attendance the demand is increasing. I 
have seen for myself what an outstanding 
project this is. It touched my heart, to see 
the next generation in Malawi deepen 
their knowledge and faith in God through 
their love of the Bible. Thank you for 
making this work possible.

In focus

Chinese Bibles roll off the Amity 
printing press.
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Tadala shares her enthusiasm for the Bible with Alan.
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Prayer pointers
• Give thanks for children like Tadala. 

May they grow to love and serve the 
Lord.

• Pray for the work being done to fight 
HIV as well as those who are looking 
after children orphaned by the virus.

• Pray that the generation of children 
who have received Bibles will 
have a much deeper faith and 
understanding which will transform 
their lives and society for good. 

• Pray that the Stepping Stone youth 
engagement project will be bold in 
addressing what the Bible says about 
tough issues.

Malawi has one of the highest 
prevalence rates of HIV in Africa with 
12% of the population diagnosed 
with the virus. Many children have 
been orphaned. In fact, 46% of the 
population is under the age of 15.

That’s why reaching out to children and 
young people is a top priority for our 
team in Malawi. Thanks to your gifts, 
children like Tadala receive Bibles they 
can understand, helping them develop 
a relationship with Jesus.

Your support enables the continuation 
of this good work as the children grow older. The Stepping Stone youth engagement 
project is finding innovative ways to put Bible teaching right at the heart of the topics 
which matter most to young people.

TV talk shows exploring what the Bible says about issues like injustice, and events 
where youth Bibles and booklets are distributed, aim to deepen the faith of young 
people. The hope is to see them applying the word of God in their lives as a result.

Prayer pointers
• Pray for peace and stability in 

Turkey. Pray that Christians will 
know God’s protection over them as 
they face threats and protests.

• Please pray for people reading 
the Bible from the street. May the 
Holy Spirit open their hearts to the 
message.

• Give thanks that the shop now 
has two members of staff who are 
able to talk to the many customers. 
Pray for more volunteers who are 
committed Christians to come and 
help.

• Praise God for the amazing 
testimonies coming out of one small 
shop in Istanbul! May our team in 
Turkey be encouraged as they see 
that with God all things are possible.

One of the biggest challenges facing 
Bible work in Turkey is that Christianity 
is a minority religion. Less than 0.1% 
of the population are Christians in this 
overwhelmingly Muslim country. 

Our team in Istanbul has just eight 
members of staff and their vision is not 
only to reach out to Christians but the 
whole Turkish population of over 80 
million. It seems impossible but thanks 
to your gifts we are able to support 
them in their mission. 

The Bible book shop, based on a busy 
street in Istanbul, provides a unique 
opportunity. A huge open Bible is displayed in the window. About 50 people come in 
the shop every day and thousands more pass by. 

People read the Bible from the street. Sometimes they come back months later 
wanting to talk and staff say they have had many encouraging conversations. Thanks to 
your support, which helps to run the shop, people’s lives are being transformed as they 
encounter God’s word.

Youth exploring Scripture through dramatic performance.

The open Bible displayed in the book shop window.

Malawi February 2018

Turkey March 2018
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Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter 
which will feature reports from Zimbabwe and Pakistan

Thank you so much for your support which is bringing 
the Bible to life at home and around the world. 

Remember that if your circumstances change you can 
alter your gift at any time. To increase or decrease your 
regular donation call us on 01793 418222.

If you’re paying by direct debit you can fill in the form 
below and post it to us at Bible Society, Stonehill 
Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG.

I would like to change my monthly gift to..........................

Please sign here.......................................................................

Club Corner:  
Your Stories
Pass it on: the Bible verse that matters to me is our 
campaign to encourage people to share words from 
Scripture that have touched their lives. 

We want to thank you for the powerful responses we’ve 
received from Bible a Month supporters. And we hope 
you’ll be encouraged as we share some of them with you.

For more information about the Pass it on campaign and 
resources to help you, your small group, or church reflect 
on how the Bible has shaped your lives, visit:  
biblesociety.org.uk/passiton2018 

Turkey
‘That’s how it is with my words. They don’t return to me without 
doing everything I send them to do.’
Isaiah 55.11 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 783,562 sq km, approx. 3.22 x larger than UK
Population – 80.8 million, approx. 25% more than UK
Literacy rate – 95.6%

Languages – Turkish (official), Kurdish, other minority 
languages

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, 
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG

Registered charity 232759

Malawi
‘Do not let anyone make fun of you, just because you are young. 
Set an example for other followers by what you say and do, as 
well as by your love, faith, and purity.’
1 Timothy 4.12 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 118,484 sq km, approx. 49% of UK
Population – 19.2 million, approx. 30% of UK
Literacy rate – 62.1%

Languages – English (official), Chichewa (common), 
other local languages

Revd Angela Cooke from Bexhill-On-Sea

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke 9.62 (ESV)

‘This verse was the theme of a sermon when I was 
considering withdrawing from my leadership in young 
people’s ministry. I had been feeling overburdened – that 
too much was being asked of me.

It was a direct challenge to me as a disciple of Jesus. That 
evening, that sermon, that verse encouraged me to go on! 
It’s been an inspiration to me ever since and a reassurance 
when Jesus later called me into full-time Christian ministry.’


