
I’ve just moved house 
and the sunlight 
pours directly into 
my new bedroom 
window in the early 
morning. Your gifts 
are shining light in dark places 
through God’s word. You can read 
inside about the hope you’re giving 
in unlikely places across England 
and Wales.

Due to the unstable situation in 
Zimbabwe, we’re unable to print the 
promised eyewitness report from 
there for now. Instead, we have 
another account from Alan, this 
time reporting from Mozambique, 
where your regular gifts are seeing 
lives transformed.

Tom Newbold
Bible a Month Co-ordinator

Mozambique: a land of beautiful beaches 
and laid-back culture, according to the 
travel guides. But more than half of the 
26.6 million people living here are poor. 
The country is overwhelmingly Christian 
but there are pockets of ethnic tension. 
And it has one of the highest rates of HIV 
in the world.

My visit took me to Maputo, 
Mozambique’s capital and most densely 
populated city, and to a small Assemblies 
of God church.

The pastor greeted me with a broad smile 
and a big hug, and introduced me to 
12 women who had come to meet me. 
We began by singing songs of praise to 
God – the ladies in the local Xichangana 
language and me following along as best 
I could! It was a joy to worship alongside 
these women and I wondered if this was 
a picture of heaven, with people from 
every tribe, nation and language standing 
before God. 

But I soon learned of the sorrow behind 
this happy scene. All 12 women I met had 
HIV, passed on to them by their husbands. 
Most of the women were also widows; 
their husbands had died from AIDS-
related illnesses. 

The great tragedy was that this was 
preventable. The virus was passed on 
through ignorance, and the stigma 
prevented people from seeking 
treatment. It’s a downward spiral that 
I heard about in communities across 
Mozambique. 

The good news is that your support has 
helped to bring a unique programme 
of ours to this church – and things are 
changing.

The Good Samaritan programme unpacks 
Jesus’ famous parable and challenges 
people to think about what the story 
means for HIV-affected parts of Africa. The 
impact is extraordinary. 

Bible a month

Worship time at the Assemblies of God church in Maputo.
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The parable of the good 
Samaritan speaks today
By Alan Kember
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Bringing hope to the hopeless
Over the last year, thanks to your gifts, we’ve been able 
to provide over 4,400 Bibles in 26 different languages to 
over 90 organisations at home in this country, including 
prisons, young offender institutions and immigration 
removal centres.

The Revd Patrick Wright is one of the chaplains at 
Heathrow’s Immigration Removal Centre and can 
testify to the importance of this work. ‘Our job is to give 
people hope,’ he said. Here, roughly 1,000 men and a couple of dozen women, are 
awaiting news of if and when they will be deported from the UK.

The reasons could be many and various: overstaying a visa, having arrived in the 
UK illegally, having committed a crime, or simply making a series of mistakes. ‘It 
definitely is a place where a lot of people feel hopeless,’ he says, ‘But, the Gospel 
brings hope.’ 

Patrick and his colleagues have given away at least 50 Bibles a year to detainees 
in a vast range of languages from Farsi to Tamil, Urdu to Nepalese. And, thanks to 
your support, we’re able to keep their chapel stocked with a good supply of Bibles 
so that anyone can drop by and read them.

Some of Patrick’s flock remain in detention, in a state of uncertainty, for as much as 
a year. In the end, three quarters will be deported. Patrick is aware of the perilous 
future awaiting some detainees. 

‘I see this as a mission field, a place God has called me to,’ says Patrick. ‘My role is 
to impart hope, and the Bible is full of hopeful stories. My favourite is the story of 
Joseph, where at the end he is able to look back and say, “God was in it”.

‘I have to give a genuinely biblical hope, which isn’t that life will be without pain or 
sorrow, but that we can see God’s purposes for us, even it means walking a difficult 
path and facing choices that we would rather not make.’

Volunteer with us 
this summer

We love festival season! It’s such 
a great opportunity to share the 
exciting work we’re doing. And we 
couldn’t do it without the help of 
our wonderful volunteers. 

Each year a team of volunteers 
come to festivals with us to enthuse 
people about our work and invite 
them to join Bible a Month. Perhaps 
you’re thinking, ‘I could do that!’

What would you be doing?

• Representing Bible Society on a stand 
or serving delicious refreshments in 
one of our cafés

• Promoting our work to recruit new 
supporters

• Offering Bible Society resources, like 
The Bible Course

• Staying excited about having the 
same conversation many times a day

• Serving with staff and other 
volunteers on a rota system

What do we offer you?

• A free ticket to the festival
• An opportunity to meet like-minded 

people and put your skills and talents 
to good use

• Expenses to cover your food, drink, 
accommodation and travel

• Uniform top to wear during the 
festival

Opportunities this summer:

18 – 23 June The Life of Christ at  
 Wintershall, Surrey
21 – 27 July Keswick week 2
28 July – 2 Aug Naturally Supernatural
28 July – 3 Aug New Wine week 1
5 – 11 Aug New Wine week 2

Please pray for our work at these events 
and contact us if you’d like to volunteer: 
Call: 01793 418222 
Email: volunteers@biblesociety.org.uk 
Write: Volunteering, Bible Society,  
 Stonehill Green, Westlea, 
 Swindon SN5 7DG

The pastor began running the Good 
Samaritan programme in their mid-week 
service. By acting out the Bible story, the 
people with HIV were able to see that they 
themselves were victims who should not 
be left ‘on the side of the road.’ 

Despite the stigma, men and women 
in the congregation began to open up 
about their infected status. ‘Our people 
are starting to support and care for those 
with HIV and vitally, people are getting 
the anti-retroviral drugs they need to 
survive.’

Seeing how the Bible has powerful and 
direct application to their lives has also 
made people eager to see what else it has 
to say.

I met one lady, Nora, who told me her 
story. She knew she was HIV-positive 
after her husband died, but she only 
told her pastor after attending the Good 
Samaritan workshops. ‘At first I was in 
despair,’ she said. ‘I thought my life had 
ended. But after attending the Good 
Samaritan programme I realised that God 
had not abandoned me, there was still 
hope for my life.’

Nora began to read her Bible more 
regularly, sharing Psalm 31 as a passage of 
Scripture that has spoken to her strongly. 

I was touched as I read along with her, 
thinking of her situation, ‘I will rejoice and 
be glad in your steadfast love, because 
you have seen my affliction; you have 
known the distress of my soul,’ Psalm 31.7 
(ESV).

‘Now my heart has gone from despair to 
hope,’ Nora said. ‘I have lost my husband 
but I still want to be a woman who serves 
the Lord. Before, I was nothing. Now I am 
a member of this church community.’

These days, Nora also helps to run the 
Good Samaritan programme in the area. 
I thank God for touching Nora’s life, for 
giving her new hope and purpose. And 
I thank you for your faithful, regular gifts 
which help to make this life-transforming 
work possible.

In focus

Revd Patrick Wright.
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Nora shares her love for the Bible.
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Ellen Nicholls has been to Spring Harvest and New 
Wine many times, and keeps coming back for more!
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Prayer pointers
• Thank God for the Bible hubs that 

have been established this year. May 
people draw into a closer relationship 
with Jesus as they are able to read the 
Bible for themselves.

• Pray that our team in Mozambique 
will be able to open two further Bible 
hubs in Mozambique by 2022 so 
more people can be reached.

• Praise God for the Good Samaritan 
programme and the life changing 
impact this Bible story is bringing 
about. May it increase people’s 
hunger to read the word of God.

• Give thanks for women like Nora. 
May they be blessed as they serve the 
Lord and help others.

Mozambique is a huge country. From 
Maputo, the capital in the south, to 
Pemba, the main city in the north, it’s 
1,500 miles. Over the last year, your 
gifts have been helping to establish 
Bible hubs, small regional offices, 
around the country to run Bible 
distribution, translation and literacy 
programmes. 

Recently, one opened in Massinga – a 
coastal city eight hours drive north 
from Maputo – to scenes of great 
celebration. ‘Normally the only person 
in the church who has a Bible is the pastor,’ said Pastor Samuel, one of 30 church 
leaders gathered for the new centre’s dedication. ‘But now, everyone should be able to 
have a Bible of their own.’

As the doors opened, the pastors burst into spontaneous songs of praise and danced 
their way into the building. ‘We need this Bible; this is our time,’ said one pastor. ‘We 
want people’s minds to be opened to the word of God.’

Prayer pointers
• Thank God for the sports ministry 

carried out by our team in Pakistan. 
May the impression made on young 
people have long term, far reaching 
impact.

• Ask God to bless similar evangelistic 
events organized by our team in 
Pakistan such as Bible inspired art 
and essay writing competitions.

• Pray that God’s hand will be on 
preparations for this year’s sports 
festival, protecting the event from 
those in government who are wary 
of its strong evangelistic message.

• Pray for people of all ages and 
communities touched by these 
events. May God open their hearts 
and minds to understand the word 
of God.

In Pakistan, church activities 
are regularly monitored by the 
government. This means our team 
there has to find creative ways to help 
people engage with the Bible, such as 
the annual sports festival in Lahore.

Last year, 32 teams participated in a T20 
cricket tournament, 18 in the basketball 
league and 8 in the football league. 
Athletes also competed in track and 
field events. 

Complete with opening and closing 
ceremonies attended by government 
ministers, this festival provides a safe 
arena for evangelism. Last time, not only was a study Bible presented to the Sports 
Minister, but speakers from local churches were able to preach the word of God and, 
thanks to your gifts, hand out Scripture portions to competitors.

Other communities respond well to the event which promotes interfaith harmony and 
our team is seeing families grow in confidence to read their Bibles and attend church 
more regularly. The attitudes and behaviour of competitors are also changing as they 
find hope in the word of God.

Joyful gathering outside the new Bible hub in Massinga.

Prayer time during the cricket tournament.

Mozambique April 2018

Pakistan May 2018

Ph
ot

o 
©

 U
ni

te
d 

Bi
bl

e 
So

ci
et

ie
s

Ph
ot

o 
©

 K
en

 D
ac

hi



Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter 
which will feature reports from Ghana and Syria.

Thank you so much for your support which is bringing 
the Bible to life at home and around the world. 

Remember that if your circumstances change you can 
alter your gift at any time. To increase or decrease your 
regular donation call us on 01793 418222.

If you’re paying by direct debit you can fill in the form 
below and post it to us at Bible Society, Stonehill 
Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG.

I would like to change my monthly gift to..........................

Please sign here.......................................................................

Your Stories
Thank you for your powerful responses to the Pass it on 
campaign which encourages people to share words from 
Scripture that have touched their lives.  

Here is another encouraging testimony of the word of God 
transforming a person’s life, bringing freedom, joy and 
thankfulness!

For more information about the Pass it on campaign and 
resources to help you, your small group, or church reflect on how 
the Bible has shaped your lives, visit:  
biblesociety.org.uk/passiton2018 

Pakistan
‘My prayer is that light will flood your hearts and that you will 
understand the hope that was given to you when God chose 
you. Then you will discover the glorious blessings that will be 
yours together with all God’s people.’
Ephesians 1.18 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 796, 095 sq km, approx. 3.27x as large as UK
Population – 204.9 million, approx. 3.12x as many as UK
Literacy rate – 57.9%

Languages – Urdu (official), Punjabi, Sindhi, Saraiki, 
Pashto, other local languages

Bible Society, Stonehill Green, 
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG

Registered charity 232759

Mozambique
‘You, LORD God, are my mighty rock and my fortress. Lead me 
and guide me, so that your name will be honoured.’
Psalm 31.3 (CEV)

Factfile

Area – 799, 380 sq km, approx. 3.28x as large as UK
Population – 26.6 million, approx. 41% of UK
Literacy rate – 58.8%

Languages – Portuguese (official), Emakhuwa, other  
local languages

Anthony from Henley-on-Thames

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
Romans 12.2 (ESV)

‘What we think in our minds can make or break us. The 
world can be a fertile ground for enemy oppression and evil 
thoughts. This was my problem for many years. 

However, after a lot of prayer, meditation and proclamation 
of God’s wonderful word, one day he set me completely free 
from evil thoughts and wrong thinking. 

My mind had been renewed, and I became a transformed 
person. The old had gone and the new had come! Thank you 
Jesus!’


