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Bible Society team members in Ukraine 
have continued Bible mission in the 
midst of the war. As bombs and missiles 
rained down, many people were given 
Scriptures. It gave them hope. A light in 
the darkness. Thank you for your prayers 
and support through Bible a Month. 
When this report was written the Bible 
workers were visiting towns outside Kyiv.

We have been delivering humanitarian 
aid and Bibles wherever we can since 
the war started. We’ve been driving 
to towns just outside Kyiv that have 
been devastated by Russian troops: 
Bucha (which you have seen on the 
news), Hostomel, Irpin, Borodianka 
and others. 

Most of the roads and bridges have 
been bombed, so we had to drive 
through the woods, over rugged 
terrain to reach these places. 

What we saw there was truly 
heartbreaking. Things are worse in 

reality than they are on TV, and sadly, 
the situation in Borodianka is even 
worse than in Bucha. We saw worse 
devastation and greater atrocities 
there. 

There is still no electricity, natural gas, 
or water in these towns that are just 
30–40km outside our capital, Kyiv, so 
people are cooking on fires in their 
yards and are truly thankful for any 
humanitarian aid. 

People in these towns, for many 
days hiding from Russians in 
the cellars without food, are so 
thankful to receive fresh loaves of 
bread. But when they see that we 
are from the Church, they ask for 
Bibles. This is in spite of the fact 
that many of them have never had 
a Bible before, yet they know that 
God’s word can help. 

So, what have we been doing? We have 
helped people to leave their cellars, 

We appreciate you 
praying with us so 
very much. God 

bless you for doing 
that.

Bread and 
Bibles on the 
front line
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‘Blessed be the LORD, for he has 
wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

when I was in a besieged city.’

Psalms 31.21 (ESV)
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‘He went over to him, poured oil and wine 
on his wounds and bandaged them; then 

he put the man on his own animal and took 
him to an inn, where he took care of him.’

Luke 10.34 (GNB)

F A C T F I L E

Area

233,032 square 
miles, two and a 

half times the size 
of the UK

Population

43.5 million

Languages

Ukrainian (official), 
Russian

Literacy 
rate

99.8%
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You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

More than 100 children have already joined Rooted 
Juniors, which is aimed at children aged 7–11, and by 
the time you read this, that number will have grown 
even bigger. 

Every child who becomes a Rooted Juniors member 
receives a Welcome box through their letterbox 
when they join. This is followed by three more 
biblically themed boxes throughout the year. Each 
box contains a Bible story, activities, news from a 
Bible Society project, prayers and some special gifts. 

Children engage with the resources to grow their 
knowledge and love for the Bible and Jesus. 

Skyla, aged seven, said she particularly liked the 
glow-in-the-dark stars in the Light box, a reminder 
that the light of Jesus shines over the world. While 
Abbie, also seven, said she loves the Rooted Juniors 
box coming through the letterbox because it’s so 

colourful and she can’t wait to find out what’s inside.

Beth Read, Rooted Juniors Editor, said, ‘Rooted 
Juniors brings together children who love the Bible 
and want to grow in their faith. It also gives children 
many important ways to be a part of Bible Society’s 
mission and share the Bible’s message with children 
around the world.’

The children have been very keen to share their 
ideas for future boxes and we look forward to using 
their ideas and many more as we develop the club 
and welcome new members. Look out for our team 
at Christian festivals across England and Wales this 
summer!

You can sign a young member up to Rooted Juniors 
and watch a video giving you a sneak preview of 
what they will receive at biblesociety.org.uk/
rootedjuniors

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

A N S W E R 
T O  

P R AY E R

Lina was tired but you wouldn’t guess that. On her face was a beaming smile. Her prayer had been answered.

‘Today, I am so happy to receive my first personal Bible,’ she said.

Lina is one of many refugee children in an old neighbourhood of Amman, the capital of Jordan, who attend 
Bible classes run by Bible Society.

Lina has four young brothers she helps care for. They are among more than around 650,000 refugees who 
live in Jordan after fleeing the conflict in Syria. These families are poor. Parents find it difficult to get work. 
Children lack education. They have been particularly vulnerable during the pandemic. They need God’s love.

‘I take care of my brothers even though I am young myself. I always feel unloved being the only girl in a 
house filled with boys,’ Lina said.

You can see the fatigue in Lina’s face but also you can see joy too because she has a special love. ‘I feel Jesus’ 
love for me and I love learning more about him,’ she said. 

Thanks to the amazing support of people such as yourself many people in the Middle East are receiving 
Bibles, practical help and Scripture-based trauma healing. Their prayers are being answered through you 
at Bible a Month.Li
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Suzanne
The word of God is precious and life-changing so I want to 
help Bible a Month provide more Bibles to as many people 
as possible worldwide.

Anthony
I constantly pray for your amazing work and the impact 
it is having on so many people.
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To increase your monthly donation, please look at the blue insert card.

Timothy
God’s word is so reassuring in these terrible times and I am 
so pleased Bible Society spreads the word globally.

Phaedra 
I have lots of Bibles and Bible apps at home so why 
should I not be generous with what the Lord has given 
me and enable others to have a Bible of their own.

Cumulative stats for Israel, West Bank, Gaza Strip (Bible Society in England and Wales works 
alongside the Bible Society in Israel, West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society, 
and the Palestinian Bible Society).
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Prayer pointers

This report is from the 
Bible Society team in 
Ukraine.

where they have been sheltering from 
Russian bombardment for many days, 
without food. They are weak and in 
need of food. 

We are providing that food, but also 
the living bread. Sometimes we are 
simply a smiling face. People ask 
for Bibles wherever we go, and are 
eagerly accepting them. 

We are also a witness to what is 
happening in our country. We visited 
Irpin last week. It is the hometown 
of our chairman. A shell had gone 
through the roof of his home and 
destroyed most of it. Thankfully, he 
was able to escape. 

We walked along the street where he 
had lived. People lived here, but now 
everything was left in ruins. People 
had fled leaving their cars in their 
yards. Everything was burned down 
and lost. Yet here we were, giving 
Bibles to those who remained and 
survived. There are simply no words 
for these moments. 

The streets were strewn with military 
tanks that had been destroyed and 
burnt out. Everywhere there was 
twisted metal and destruction. 

We’ve seen blocks of flats utterly 
destroyed, just the blackened facades 
left, but the rest gone. We stood in 
the town of Borodianka on a beautiful 
spring day and saw this destruction. 
People were trying to clear up, but it 
is just incredible how extensive the 
damage is in a town that is close to 
the capital. 

We would like to thank you for 
standing with us in helping bring 
food, medical care and everything 
that people here need in towns 
like Borodianka. God bless you for 
doing that. 

We are serving people here and trying 
to meet their needs. We are doing 
what we can. We are praying for God’s 
miracle to interrupt this horrible war. 
We appreciate you praying with us so 
very much. 

Bible Societies across the world 
completed Scripture translations into 
90 languages used by 794 million 
people – just over 10 per cent of the 
world’s population – in 2021.

Despite a second year of disruption 
caused by Covid, 48 language groups 
– a total of 11 million people – received 
first Scripture translations, meaning 
that they were not previously available 
in those languages.

New or revised translations were 
completed in languages used by 783 
million people. These provide Scripture 
access to language communities whose 
needs are no longer met by previous 
translations.

First portions or additional portions 
of Scripture were also made available 
in another 37 languages across the 
world, including four in Guatemala, 
the most populous country in Central 
America at 17 million. Dora Marina 
Cuc Bocel, 41, who leads a translation 
team in Guatemala, where more 
than 20 languages are spoken, often 
reads out loud from newly-translated 
Scripture portions for her mother and 
grandmother, who can’t read. 

‘They really pay attention,’ says 
Dora. ‘They say to me, “Hearing it in 
our heart language is so beautiful 
and exciting! We understand it. It’s 
God speaking to our hearts.” This 

Thank God for the 
amazing progress 
made in providing 
Scriptures to people 
who have never had 
access to them before 
in their own language.

Ask God to give 
strength and wisdom 
to the translation 
teams as their work is 
incredibly challenging.

God’s word in the 
language of the heart

motivates me because, just as they 
are blessed by the word of God in 
our language, so many others will 
also be blessed.’

Right now, thanks to your support 
through Bible a Month, work is 
proceeding on a revised translation 
into Q’eqchi’, one of the four most 
widely used languages in Guatemala.

This year, your kind giving in England 
and Wales is supporting translations 
of the Bible into more languages in 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, and for ethnic 
minorities in regions we cannot name 
for security reasons. In Africa, your 
generosity means work progresses on 
the translation of Scriptures and study 
Bibles in countries including Burkina 
Faso, Eritrea, Eswatini, Gabon, Mali, 
Nigeria, The Gambia and Togo. This list 
of countries all around the world does 
not include the many revisions and 
new improved translations that your 
support is making possible.

At the start of 2022 the full Bible was 
available in 719 languages spoken 
by 5.8 billion people. Around 70 per 
cent of these were translated by Bible 
Societies. 

But there is still work to be done. More 
than half of the world’s languages, used 
by 219 million people, have no Scripture 
at all, and 1.5 billion people do not have 
the full Bible in their own tongue.

U K R A I N E
The name ‘Ukraine’ is thought to come 
from the Slavic word ‘ukraina’, which 
means ‘borderland’, and Ukraine has for 
centuries been seen as a frontier between 
East and West. It gained independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991.

At the time of writing, about 1.7 million 
of the 43.5 million-strong population had 
fled the country, most to neighbouring 
Poland. Many people are internally 
displaced. 

The country is strongly Christian. A survey 
held in 2018 revealed that more than 71 
per cent of the population identified as 
Christians.

When the war started, Psalm 31 became 
‘the key Scripture for all Ukrainians’ 
according to our colleagues in Ukraine. 
People would recite the psalm wherever 
they were at a pre-arranged time. It gave 
them hope.

What we sometimes call the Bible Lands 
is a troubled region with people from 
different backgrounds often finding 
it challenging to live side by side in 
peace. This makes your support of Bible 
mission in the region all the more vital.

In Galilee, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society 
runs many Bible-based programmes 
to help young people deal with issues 
involving conflict and discrimination.

Samir, who comes from a Muslim 
background but attends a Christian 
school, was targeted for many years 
by bullies. To survive, he became a 
bully. Aware of the bullying problem, 
the school invited Bible Society to 
open a Bible-based workshop where 
pupils now explore themes such as 
acceptance, love and forgiveness.

Samir, 15, said that ‘God’s book’, which is 
what he now calls the Bible, helped him 

Thanks to your help, here in the UK 
we have been providing Bible-based 
trauma-healing resources and free Bibles 
for Ukrainian refugees in either Ukrainian 
or Russian. 

You can read more stories and watch 
videos of Bible mission in Ukraine by 
visiting our website at biblesociety.org.uk

Thank you so much for your continued 
support for Bible mission at this vital time.

understand that loving others was the 
way to stop people from hurting one 
another. He said the activity where one 
student would read a Bible passage to 
another, who would write down what 
they heard, was very helpful. Samir said 
he realised that listening to others was 
the first step towards respecting them.

Your support empowers, equips and 
engages youth and children in places 
like Galilee with the word of God. Thank 
you.

Teenagers attend a Bible Society workshop 
in the Nazareth area.

This child in Ukraine was delighted to 
receive a children’s Bible from Bible Society.

Prayers requests from our 
team in Ukraine: 

Pray that God will lead the 
Bible Society into more 
schools in the region to 
share with troubled young 
people the healing and 
forgiveness found in God’s 
word.

Pray that younger 
generations in the Bible 
lands will be encouraged 
and empowered by 
discovering the love of 
Jesus through the Bible.

Second, we pray that the 
horror we are seeing won’t 
take away our humanity. 

B I B L E  L A N D S

June
prayer pointers

#

July
prayer pointers

Pray for the translation 
work taking place in 
Braille and in different 
sign languages.

A baby shows an early interest in God’s word at the launch of the first Bible in 
the Achi of Cubulco language in Guatemala.

Praise the Lord that the 
Bible has had such a 
positive impact on the life 
of Samir and many other 
young people. Pray that 
the faith of these young 
people will grow and they 
will continue to walk with 
the Lord.

A hospitalised Ukrainian soldier with a camouflage Bible. Ukrainians reaching for Bibles as the country came under attack.

First, pray that all conflict 
will end.

Pray that Bible 
Societies worldwide 
will complete their 
goal of a further 1,200 
Scripture translations 
by 2038. Of those, 
880 will be first 
translations.

Scripture translations were 
completed into 90 languages 
in 2021 despite the pandemic.
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Third, we really want to be 
able to meet the needs of 
those that we meet.

“

“

Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will impact many 
people through the 
latest translations of 
the Bible.

Finally, we are so 
encouraged to see people 
asking for Bibles. We 
know that this will shape 
our nation’s future. Please 
pray for all those who are 
receiving Bibles, whether 
they are children or adults. 
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Ukraine.

where they have been sheltering from 
Russian bombardment for many days, 
without food. They are weak and in 
need of food. 

We are providing that food, but also 
the living bread. Sometimes we are 
simply a smiling face. People ask 
for Bibles wherever we go, and are 
eagerly accepting them. 

We are also a witness to what is 
happening in our country. We visited 
Irpin last week. It is the hometown 
of our chairman. A shell had gone 
through the roof of his home and 
destroyed most of it. Thankfully, he 
was able to escape. 

We walked along the street where he 
had lived. People lived here, but now 
everything was left in ruins. People 
had fled leaving their cars in their 
yards. Everything was burned down 
and lost. Yet here we were, giving 
Bibles to those who remained and 
survived. There are simply no words 
for these moments. 

The streets were strewn with military 
tanks that had been destroyed and 
burnt out. Everywhere there was 
twisted metal and destruction. 

We’ve seen blocks of flats utterly 
destroyed, just the blackened facades 
left, but the rest gone. We stood in 
the town of Borodianka on a beautiful 
spring day and saw this destruction. 
People were trying to clear up, but it 
is just incredible how extensive the 
damage is in a town that is close to 
the capital. 

We would like to thank you for 
standing with us in helping bring 
food, medical care and everything 
that people here need in towns 
like Borodianka. God bless you for 
doing that. 

We are serving people here and trying 
to meet their needs. We are doing 
what we can. We are praying for God’s 
miracle to interrupt this horrible war. 
We appreciate you praying with us so 
very much. 

Bible Societies across the world 
completed Scripture translations into 
90 languages used by 794 million 
people – just over 10 per cent of the 
world’s population – in 2021.

Despite a second year of disruption 
caused by Covid, 48 language groups 
– a total of 11 million people – received 
first Scripture translations, meaning 
that they were not previously available 
in those languages.

New or revised translations were 
completed in languages used by 783 
million people. These provide Scripture 
access to language communities whose 
needs are no longer met by previous 
translations.

First portions or additional portions 
of Scripture were also made available 
in another 37 languages across the 
world, including four in Guatemala, 
the most populous country in Central 
America at 17 million. Dora Marina 
Cuc Bocel, 41, who leads a translation 
team in Guatemala, where more 
than 20 languages are spoken, often 
reads out loud from newly-translated 
Scripture portions for her mother and 
grandmother, who can’t read. 

‘They really pay attention,’ says 
Dora. ‘They say to me, “Hearing it in 
our heart language is so beautiful 
and exciting! We understand it. It’s 
God speaking to our hearts.” This 

Thank God for the 
amazing progress 
made in providing 
Scriptures to people 
who have never had 
access to them before 
in their own language.

Ask God to give 
strength and wisdom 
to the translation 
teams as their work is 
incredibly challenging.

God’s word in the 
language of the heart

motivates me because, just as they 
are blessed by the word of God in 
our language, so many others will 
also be blessed.’

Right now, thanks to your support 
through Bible a Month, work is 
proceeding on a revised translation 
into Q’eqchi’, one of the four most 
widely used languages in Guatemala.

This year, your kind giving in England 
and Wales is supporting translations 
of the Bible into more languages in 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, and for ethnic 
minorities in regions we cannot name 
for security reasons. In Africa, your 
generosity means work progresses on 
the translation of Scriptures and study 
Bibles in countries including Burkina 
Faso, Eritrea, Eswatini, Gabon, Mali, 
Nigeria, The Gambia and Togo. This list 
of countries all around the world does 
not include the many revisions and 
new improved translations that your 
support is making possible.

At the start of 2022 the full Bible was 
available in 719 languages spoken 
by 5.8 billion people. Around 70 per 
cent of these were translated by Bible 
Societies. 

But there is still work to be done. More 
than half of the world’s languages, used 
by 219 million people, have no Scripture 
at all, and 1.5 billion people do not have 
the full Bible in their own tongue.
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means ‘borderland’, and Ukraine has for 
centuries been seen as a frontier between 
East and West. It gained independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991.

At the time of writing, about 1.7 million 
of the 43.5 million-strong population had 
fled the country, most to neighbouring 
Poland. Many people are internally 
displaced. 

The country is strongly Christian. A survey 
held in 2018 revealed that more than 71 
per cent of the population identified as 
Christians.

When the war started, Psalm 31 became 
‘the key Scripture for all Ukrainians’ 
according to our colleagues in Ukraine. 
People would recite the psalm wherever 
they were at a pre-arranged time. It gave 
them hope.

What we sometimes call the Bible Lands 
is a troubled region with people from 
different backgrounds often finding 
it challenging to live side by side in 
peace. This makes your support of Bible 
mission in the region all the more vital.

In Galilee, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society 
runs many Bible-based programmes 
to help young people deal with issues 
involving conflict and discrimination.

Samir, who comes from a Muslim 
background but attends a Christian 
school, was targeted for many years 
by bullies. To survive, he became a 
bully. Aware of the bullying problem, 
the school invited Bible Society to 
open a Bible-based workshop where 
pupils now explore themes such as 
acceptance, love and forgiveness.

Samir, 15, said that ‘God’s book’, which is 
what he now calls the Bible, helped him 

Thanks to your help, here in the UK 
we have been providing Bible-based 
trauma-healing resources and free Bibles 
for Ukrainian refugees in either Ukrainian 
or Russian. 

You can read more stories and watch 
videos of Bible mission in Ukraine by 
visiting our website at biblesociety.org.uk

Thank you so much for your continued 
support for Bible mission at this vital time.

understand that loving others was the 
way to stop people from hurting one 
another. He said the activity where one 
student would read a Bible passage to 
another, who would write down what 
they heard, was very helpful. Samir said 
he realised that listening to others was 
the first step towards respecting them.

Your support empowers, equips and 
engages youth and children in places 
like Galilee with the word of God. Thank 
you.

Teenagers attend a Bible Society workshop 
in the Nazareth area.

This child in Ukraine was delighted to 
receive a children’s Bible from Bible Society.

Prayers requests from our 
team in Ukraine: 

Pray that God will lead the 
Bible Society into more 
schools in the region to 
share with troubled young 
people the healing and 
forgiveness found in God’s 
word.

Pray that younger 
generations in the Bible 
lands will be encouraged 
and empowered by 
discovering the love of 
Jesus through the Bible.

Second, we pray that the 
horror we are seeing won’t 
take away our humanity. 
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work taking place in 
Braille and in different 
sign languages.

A baby shows an early interest in God’s word at the launch of the first Bible in 
the Achi of Cubulco language in Guatemala.

Praise the Lord that the 
Bible has had such a 
positive impact on the life 
of Samir and many other 
young people. Pray that 
the faith of these young 
people will grow and they 
will continue to walk with 
the Lord.

A hospitalised Ukrainian soldier with a camouflage Bible. Ukrainians reaching for Bibles as the country came under attack.

First, pray that all conflict 
will end.

Pray that Bible 
Societies worldwide 
will complete their 
goal of a further 1,200 
Scripture translations 
by 2038. Of those, 
880 will be first 
translations.

Scripture translations were 
completed into 90 languages 
in 2021 despite the pandemic.
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Third, we really want to be 
able to meet the needs of 
those that we meet.

“

“

Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will impact many 
people through the 
latest translations of 
the Bible.

Finally, we are so 
encouraged to see people 
asking for Bibles. We 
know that this will shape 
our nation’s future. Please 
pray for all those who are 
receiving Bibles, whether 
they are children or adults. 
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Bible Society team members in Ukraine 
have continued Bible mission in the 
midst of the war. As bombs and missiles 
rained down, many people were given 
Scriptures. It gave them hope. A light in 
the darkness. Thank you for your prayers 
and support through Bible a Month. 
When this report was written the Bible 
workers were visiting towns outside Kyiv.

We have been delivering humanitarian 
aid and Bibles wherever we can since 
the war started. We’ve been driving 
to towns just outside Kyiv that have 
been devastated by Russian troops: 
Bucha (which you have seen on the 
news), Hostomel, Irpin, Borodianka 
and others. 

Most of the roads and bridges have 
been bombed, so we had to drive 
through the woods, over rugged 
terrain to reach these places. 

What we saw there was truly 
heartbreaking. Things are worse in 

reality than they are on TV, and sadly, 
the situation in Borodianka is even 
worse than in Bucha. We saw worse 
devastation and greater atrocities 
there. 

There is still no electricity, natural gas, 
or water in these towns that are just 
30–40km outside our capital, Kyiv, so 
people are cooking on fires in their 
yards and are truly thankful for any 
humanitarian aid. 

People in these towns, for many 
days hiding from Russians in 
the cellars without food, are so 
thankful to receive fresh loaves of 
bread. But when they see that we 
are from the Church, they ask for 
Bibles. This is in spite of the fact 
that many of them have never had 
a Bible before, yet they know that 
God’s word can help. 

So, what have we been doing? We have 
helped people to leave their cellars, 

We appreciate you 
praying with us so 
very much. God 

bless you for doing 
that.

Bread and 
Bibles on the 
front line

E Y E W I T N E S S  
R E P O R TArea 

10,871 square 
miles, about nine 

times smaller 
than the UK

Population

13.5 million

Languages

Hebrew, Arabic, 
English

Literacy 
rate

97.5%

B I B L E  L A N D S

‘Blessed be the LORD, for he has 
wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

when I was in a besieged city.’

Psalms 31.21 (ESV)
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‘He went over to him, poured oil and wine 
on his wounds and bandaged them; then 

he put the man on his own animal and took 
him to an inn, where he took care of him.’

Luke 10.34 (GNB)

F A C T F I L E

Area

233,032 square 
miles, two and a 

half times the size 
of the UK

Population

43.5 million

Languages

Ukrainian (official), 
Russian

Literacy 
rate

99.8%

A  B O X  F U L L  O F  J O Y  F O R  R O O T E D  J U N I O R S

You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

More than 100 children have already joined Rooted 
Juniors, which is aimed at children aged 7–11, and by 
the time you read this, that number will have grown 
even bigger. 

Every child who becomes a Rooted Juniors member 
receives a Welcome box through their letterbox 
when they join. This is followed by three more 
biblically themed boxes throughout the year. Each 
box contains a Bible story, activities, news from a 
Bible Society project, prayers and some special gifts. 

Children engage with the resources to grow their 
knowledge and love for the Bible and Jesus. 

Skyla, aged seven, said she particularly liked the 
glow-in-the-dark stars in the Light box, a reminder 
that the light of Jesus shines over the world. While 
Abbie, also seven, said she loves the Rooted Juniors 
box coming through the letterbox because it’s so 

colourful and she can’t wait to find out what’s inside.

Beth Read, Rooted Juniors Editor, said, ‘Rooted 
Juniors brings together children who love the Bible 
and want to grow in their faith. It also gives children 
many important ways to be a part of Bible Society’s 
mission and share the Bible’s message with children 
around the world.’

The children have been very keen to share their 
ideas for future boxes and we look forward to using 
their ideas and many more as we develop the club 
and welcome new members. Look out for our team 
at Christian festivals across England and Wales this 
summer!

You can sign a young member up to Rooted Juniors 
and watch a video giving you a sneak preview of 
what they will receive at biblesociety.org.uk/
rootedjuniors

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

A N S W E R 
T O  

P R AY E R

Lina was tired but you wouldn’t guess that. On her face was a beaming smile. Her prayer had been answered.

‘Today, I am so happy to receive my first personal Bible,’ she said.

Lina is one of many refugee children in an old neighbourhood of Amman, the capital of Jordan, who attend 
Bible classes run by Bible Society.

Lina has four young brothers she helps care for. They are among more than around 650,000 refugees who 
live in Jordan after fleeing the conflict in Syria. These families are poor. Parents find it difficult to get work. 
Children lack education. They have been particularly vulnerable during the pandemic. They need God’s love.

‘I take care of my brothers even though I am young myself. I always feel unloved being the only girl in a 
house filled with boys,’ Lina said.

You can see the fatigue in Lina’s face but also you can see joy too because she has a special love. ‘I feel Jesus’ 
love for me and I love learning more about him,’ she said. 

Thanks to the amazing support of people such as yourself many people in the Middle East are receiving 
Bibles, practical help and Scripture-based trauma healing. Their prayers are being answered through you 
at Bible a Month.Li
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Suzanne
The word of God is precious and life-changing so I want to 
help Bible a Month provide more Bibles to as many people 
as possible worldwide.

Anthony
I constantly pray for your amazing work and the impact 
it is having on so many people.
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To increase your monthly donation, please look at the blue insert card.

Timothy
God’s word is so reassuring in these terrible times and I am 
so pleased Bible Society spreads the word globally.

Phaedra 
I have lots of Bibles and Bible apps at home so why 
should I not be generous with what the Lord has given 
me and enable others to have a Bible of their own.

Cumulative stats for Israel, West Bank, Gaza Strip (Bible Society in England and Wales works 
alongside the Bible Society in Israel, West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society, 
and the Palestinian Bible Society).
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Prayer pointers

This report is from the 
Bible Society team in 
Ukraine.

where they have been sheltering from 
Russian bombardment for many days, 
without food. They are weak and in 
need of food. 

We are providing that food, but also 
the living bread. Sometimes we are 
simply a smiling face. People ask 
for Bibles wherever we go, and are 
eagerly accepting them. 

We are also a witness to what is 
happening in our country. We visited 
Irpin last week. It is the hometown 
of our chairman. A shell had gone 
through the roof of his home and 
destroyed most of it. Thankfully, he 
was able to escape. 

We walked along the street where he 
had lived. People lived here, but now 
everything was left in ruins. People 
had fled leaving their cars in their 
yards. Everything was burned down 
and lost. Yet here we were, giving 
Bibles to those who remained and 
survived. There are simply no words 
for these moments. 

The streets were strewn with military 
tanks that had been destroyed and 
burnt out. Everywhere there was 
twisted metal and destruction. 

We’ve seen blocks of flats utterly 
destroyed, just the blackened facades 
left, but the rest gone. We stood in 
the town of Borodianka on a beautiful 
spring day and saw this destruction. 
People were trying to clear up, but it 
is just incredible how extensive the 
damage is in a town that is close to 
the capital. 

We would like to thank you for 
standing with us in helping bring 
food, medical care and everything 
that people here need in towns 
like Borodianka. God bless you for 
doing that. 

We are serving people here and trying 
to meet their needs. We are doing 
what we can. We are praying for God’s 
miracle to interrupt this horrible war. 
We appreciate you praying with us so 
very much. 

Bible Societies across the world 
completed Scripture translations into 
90 languages used by 794 million 
people – just over 10 per cent of the 
world’s population – in 2021.

Despite a second year of disruption 
caused by Covid, 48 language groups 
– a total of 11 million people – received 
first Scripture translations, meaning 
that they were not previously available 
in those languages.

New or revised translations were 
completed in languages used by 783 
million people. These provide Scripture 
access to language communities whose 
needs are no longer met by previous 
translations.

First portions or additional portions 
of Scripture were also made available 
in another 37 languages across the 
world, including four in Guatemala, 
the most populous country in Central 
America at 17 million. Dora Marina 
Cuc Bocel, 41, who leads a translation 
team in Guatemala, where more 
than 20 languages are spoken, often 
reads out loud from newly-translated 
Scripture portions for her mother and 
grandmother, who can’t read. 

‘They really pay attention,’ says 
Dora. ‘They say to me, “Hearing it in 
our heart language is so beautiful 
and exciting! We understand it. It’s 
God speaking to our hearts.” This 

Thank God for the 
amazing progress 
made in providing 
Scriptures to people 
who have never had 
access to them before 
in their own language.

Ask God to give 
strength and wisdom 
to the translation 
teams as their work is 
incredibly challenging.

God’s word in the 
language of the heart

motivates me because, just as they 
are blessed by the word of God in 
our language, so many others will 
also be blessed.’

Right now, thanks to your support 
through Bible a Month, work is 
proceeding on a revised translation 
into Q’eqchi’, one of the four most 
widely used languages in Guatemala.

This year, your kind giving in England 
and Wales is supporting translations 
of the Bible into more languages in 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, and for ethnic 
minorities in regions we cannot name 
for security reasons. In Africa, your 
generosity means work progresses on 
the translation of Scriptures and study 
Bibles in countries including Burkina 
Faso, Eritrea, Eswatini, Gabon, Mali, 
Nigeria, The Gambia and Togo. This list 
of countries all around the world does 
not include the many revisions and 
new improved translations that your 
support is making possible.

At the start of 2022 the full Bible was 
available in 719 languages spoken 
by 5.8 billion people. Around 70 per 
cent of these were translated by Bible 
Societies. 

But there is still work to be done. More 
than half of the world’s languages, used 
by 219 million people, have no Scripture 
at all, and 1.5 billion people do not have 
the full Bible in their own tongue.

U K R A I N E
The name ‘Ukraine’ is thought to come 
from the Slavic word ‘ukraina’, which 
means ‘borderland’, and Ukraine has for 
centuries been seen as a frontier between 
East and West. It gained independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991.

At the time of writing, about 1.7 million 
of the 43.5 million-strong population had 
fled the country, most to neighbouring 
Poland. Many people are internally 
displaced. 

The country is strongly Christian. A survey 
held in 2018 revealed that more than 71 
per cent of the population identified as 
Christians.

When the war started, Psalm 31 became 
‘the key Scripture for all Ukrainians’ 
according to our colleagues in Ukraine. 
People would recite the psalm wherever 
they were at a pre-arranged time. It gave 
them hope.

What we sometimes call the Bible Lands 
is a troubled region with people from 
different backgrounds often finding 
it challenging to live side by side in 
peace. This makes your support of Bible 
mission in the region all the more vital.

In Galilee, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society 
runs many Bible-based programmes 
to help young people deal with issues 
involving conflict and discrimination.

Samir, who comes from a Muslim 
background but attends a Christian 
school, was targeted for many years 
by bullies. To survive, he became a 
bully. Aware of the bullying problem, 
the school invited Bible Society to 
open a Bible-based workshop where 
pupils now explore themes such as 
acceptance, love and forgiveness.

Samir, 15, said that ‘God’s book’, which is 
what he now calls the Bible, helped him 

Thanks to your help, here in the UK 
we have been providing Bible-based 
trauma-healing resources and free Bibles 
for Ukrainian refugees in either Ukrainian 
or Russian. 

You can read more stories and watch 
videos of Bible mission in Ukraine by 
visiting our website at biblesociety.org.uk

Thank you so much for your continued 
support for Bible mission at this vital time.

understand that loving others was the 
way to stop people from hurting one 
another. He said the activity where one 
student would read a Bible passage to 
another, who would write down what 
they heard, was very helpful. Samir said 
he realised that listening to others was 
the first step towards respecting them.

Your support empowers, equips and 
engages youth and children in places 
like Galilee with the word of God. Thank 
you.

Teenagers attend a Bible Society workshop 
in the Nazareth area.

This child in Ukraine was delighted to 
receive a children’s Bible from Bible Society.

Prayers requests from our 
team in Ukraine: 

Pray that God will lead the 
Bible Society into more 
schools in the region to 
share with troubled young 
people the healing and 
forgiveness found in God’s 
word.

Pray that younger 
generations in the Bible 
lands will be encouraged 
and empowered by 
discovering the love of 
Jesus through the Bible.

Second, we pray that the 
horror we are seeing won’t 
take away our humanity. 

B I B L E  L A N D S

June
prayer pointers

#

July
prayer pointers

Pray for the translation 
work taking place in 
Braille and in different 
sign languages.

A baby shows an early interest in God’s word at the launch of the first Bible in 
the Achi of Cubulco language in Guatemala.

Praise the Lord that the 
Bible has had such a 
positive impact on the life 
of Samir and many other 
young people. Pray that 
the faith of these young 
people will grow and they 
will continue to walk with 
the Lord.

A hospitalised Ukrainian soldier with a camouflage Bible. Ukrainians reaching for Bibles as the country came under attack.

First, pray that all conflict 
will end.

Pray that Bible 
Societies worldwide 
will complete their 
goal of a further 1,200 
Scripture translations 
by 2038. Of those, 
880 will be first 
translations.

Scripture translations were 
completed into 90 languages 
in 2021 despite the pandemic.
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Third, we really want to be 
able to meet the needs of 
those that we meet.

“

“

Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will impact many 
people through the 
latest translations of 
the Bible.

Finally, we are so 
encouraged to see people 
asking for Bibles. We 
know that this will shape 
our nation’s future. Please 
pray for all those who are 
receiving Bibles, whether 
they are children or adults. 
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B I B L E  A  M O N T H

Bible Society team members in Ukraine 
have continued Bible mission in the 
midst of the war. As bombs and missiles 
rained down, many people were given 
Scriptures. It gave them hope. A light in 
the darkness. Thank you for your prayers 
and support through Bible a Month. 
When this report was written the Bible 
workers were visiting towns outside Kyiv.

We have been delivering humanitarian 
aid and Bibles wherever we can since 
the war started. We’ve been driving 
to towns just outside Kyiv that have 
been devastated by Russian troops: 
Bucha (which you have seen on the 
news), Hostomel, Irpin, Borodianka 
and others. 

Most of the roads and bridges have 
been bombed, so we had to drive 
through the woods, over rugged 
terrain to reach these places. 

What we saw there was truly 
heartbreaking. Things are worse in 

reality than they are on TV, and sadly, 
the situation in Borodianka is even 
worse than in Bucha. We saw worse 
devastation and greater atrocities 
there. 

There is still no electricity, natural gas, 
or water in these towns that are just 
30–40km outside our capital, Kyiv, so 
people are cooking on fires in their 
yards and are truly thankful for any 
humanitarian aid. 

People in these towns, for many 
days hiding from Russians in 
the cellars without food, are so 
thankful to receive fresh loaves of 
bread. But when they see that we 
are from the Church, they ask for 
Bibles. This is in spite of the fact 
that many of them have never had 
a Bible before, yet they know that 
God’s word can help. 

So, what have we been doing? We have 
helped people to leave their cellars, 

We appreciate you 
praying with us so 
very much. God 

bless you for doing 
that.

Bread and 
Bibles on the 
front line
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‘Blessed be the LORD, for he has 
wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

when I was in a besieged city.’

Psalms 31.21 (ESV)
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‘He went over to him, poured oil and wine 
on his wounds and bandaged them; then 

he put the man on his own animal and took 
him to an inn, where he took care of him.’

Luke 10.34 (GNB)
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233,032 square 
miles, two and a 

half times the size 
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Languages

Ukrainian (official), 
Russian

Literacy 
rate
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A  B O X  F U L L  O F  J O Y  F O R  R O O T E D  J U N I O R S

You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

More than 100 children have already joined Rooted 
Juniors, which is aimed at children aged 7–11, and by 
the time you read this, that number will have grown 
even bigger. 

Every child who becomes a Rooted Juniors member 
receives a Welcome box through their letterbox 
when they join. This is followed by three more 
biblically themed boxes throughout the year. Each 
box contains a Bible story, activities, news from a 
Bible Society project, prayers and some special gifts. 

Children engage with the resources to grow their 
knowledge and love for the Bible and Jesus. 

Skyla, aged seven, said she particularly liked the 
glow-in-the-dark stars in the Light box, a reminder 
that the light of Jesus shines over the world. While 
Abbie, also seven, said she loves the Rooted Juniors 
box coming through the letterbox because it’s so 

colourful and she can’t wait to find out what’s inside.

Beth Read, Rooted Juniors Editor, said, ‘Rooted 
Juniors brings together children who love the Bible 
and want to grow in their faith. It also gives children 
many important ways to be a part of Bible Society’s 
mission and share the Bible’s message with children 
around the world.’

The children have been very keen to share their 
ideas for future boxes and we look forward to using 
their ideas and many more as we develop the club 
and welcome new members. Look out for our team 
at Christian festivals across England and Wales this 
summer!

You can sign a young member up to Rooted Juniors 
and watch a video giving you a sneak preview of 
what they will receive at biblesociety.org.uk/
rootedjuniors

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

A N S W E R 
T O  

P R AY E R

Lina was tired but you wouldn’t guess that. On her face was a beaming smile. Her prayer had been answered.

‘Today, I am so happy to receive my first personal Bible,’ she said.

Lina is one of many refugee children in an old neighbourhood of Amman, the capital of Jordan, who attend 
Bible classes run by Bible Society.

Lina has four young brothers she helps care for. They are among more than around 650,000 refugees who 
live in Jordan after fleeing the conflict in Syria. These families are poor. Parents find it difficult to get work. 
Children lack education. They have been particularly vulnerable during the pandemic. They need God’s love.

‘I take care of my brothers even though I am young myself. I always feel unloved being the only girl in a 
house filled with boys,’ Lina said.

You can see the fatigue in Lina’s face but also you can see joy too because she has a special love. ‘I feel Jesus’ 
love for me and I love learning more about him,’ she said. 

Thanks to the amazing support of people such as yourself many people in the Middle East are receiving 
Bibles, practical help and Scripture-based trauma healing. Their prayers are being answered through you 
at Bible a Month.Li
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Suzanne
The word of God is precious and life-changing so I want to 
help Bible a Month provide more Bibles to as many people 
as possible worldwide.

Anthony
I constantly pray for your amazing work and the impact 
it is having on so many people.
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To increase your monthly donation, please look at the blue insert card.

Timothy
God’s word is so reassuring in these terrible times and I am 
so pleased Bible Society spreads the word globally.

Phaedra 
I have lots of Bibles and Bible apps at home so why 
should I not be generous with what the Lord has given 
me and enable others to have a Bible of their own.

Cumulative stats for Israel, West Bank, Gaza Strip (Bible Society in England and Wales works 
alongside the Bible Society in Israel, West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Arab-Israeli Bible Society, 
and the Palestinian Bible Society).




