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It is such a joy to see people receive the 
Bible, and to see God at work in their 
lives. I wish you could come and visit 
me in The Gambia – I shouldn’t be the 
only one enjoying this blessing! 

My name is Michael Ellis and I’ve been 
leading Bible Society’s work in this 
small West African country for several 
years. Often, I take out my phone and 
look again at the photos I’ve taken of 
people receiving God’s word. These 
photos make me smile, and I’ve 
sent some to you, my Bible a Month 
brothers and sisters, so you can be 
filled with encouragement and joy too. 
This is what you have done in people’s 
lives! Thank you so much.

Here in The Gambia, many people 
are extremely poor. We need God to 
provide food and clothing. The women 
work so hard, walking with no break 
day after day to collect water and fuel. 
But they have a hunger for the gospel. 
Because of the Bible, people have hope.

Instead of brooding about their 
situation, people look forward to 
attending our Bible literacy classes 
and Scripture listening groups. 
Thanks to your support through 
Bible a Month, they come and laugh, 
they are happy, they forget about 
their pain. And they hear that God 
loves them.

Around 95 per cent of the population 
here is Muslim; the rest are Christians or 
followers of traditional religions. Many 
Muslims come to our literacy classes. 
One lady said to me, ‘I have been a 
Muslim all these years but I don’t know 
what the Koran is telling me because 
it is in Arabic and I don’t know Arabic. 
But, she said, I understand what God is 
saying in the Bible.’

One of the first things I did at Bible 
Society was combine our Bible literacy 
and listening groups. They now do 45 
minutes of learning to read and write, 
then have a 15-minute break, and 
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‘But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 

all the work of your hand.’

Isa iah 64.8 (ESV)

F A C T F I L E

Area

19,730 square 
miles, about a fifth 
of the size of the 

UK

Population

5.2 million

Languages

Spanish (official), 
English 

Literacy 
rate

97.9%

R O O T E D  J U N I O R S  H E L P S  C H I L D R E N 
E N G A G E  W I T H  T H E  B I B L E

You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

We are so excited to introduce to you our brand new 
club for children aged 7 to 11 – Rooted Juniors. 

Rooted Juniors is a subscription-based club and 
every child receives a welcome box when they join, 
followed by three more exciting boxes through 
the year. The boxes contain their Rooted Juniors 
magazine, packed full of stories and activities, and 
they also get extra printed resources and surprises. 
Everything is linked to a biblical theme that changes 
each time.

The aim is to encourage children to look deeper into 
the Bible’s message and lay down spiritual roots that 
will last a lifetime. Children face many challenges in 
today’s society and the Bible’s message speaks into 
these situations to guide and encourage them as  
they grow. We want every child to know God’s  

love and care for them so they can trust in him at 
every stage of life.

Parents and guardians can sign their child up to 
become a Rooted Juniors member by visiting 
biblesociety.org.uk/rootedjuniors and donating 
£5 or more a month. Donations will not only provide 
the Rooted Juniors boxes, but will also be invested in 
Bible mission to share the Bible’s message worldwide. 

Please pray for our Rooted Juniors programme, that 
it may open young minds and hearts to the Bible’s 
message of love and hope. It will be wonderful to 
build a strong community of young people actively 
engaging in Bible mission.

So please share the news about Rooted Juniors with 
your friends, family and church. Thank you so much! 

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Anne
I am an old lady and I was feeling useless as a Christian 
because I wasn’t doing so much, but I really cheered up 
when I received the October issue. It made me realise that 
I am still playing a very small part in a wonderful Bible 
mission.

Michael
More and more evidence of effective use of [donations] in 
your reports.

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

 
A N S W E R 

T O  
P R AY E R

We thank God that our Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show was a great success! Not only has it won medals, but it’s 
allowed us to bring the Scriptures to a huge audience. Our volunteers 
spent the week of Chelsea handing out leaflets that included the 
text of Psalm 23 to thousands of people, and having hundreds of 
conversations about the psalm’s meaning for today – and that’s not 
counting the millions who engaged via TV, radio and online media.
Some people asked about the plants and the huge granite boulders, 
but many asked about how the garden related to the psalm and why we created it. This allowed us to 
present the meaning of the Scripture and we’re deeply grateful to God for the opportunities to share 
his word. You can read more about it here: biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/garden-latest

A girl enjoys a Scripture booklet provided by Bible Society in the Gulf.

Water flows over a boulder at 
the Psalm 23 Garden.
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Graham
Translating, distributing Bibles, training, supporting – I 
love the work of Bible Society.

Vera
Many times I have wondered how my fellow Christians 
have found faith, like the people mentioned in Bible a 
Month. They seem to be strong in their faith even though 
they have very little material goods. Perhaps we can 
all learn from them, that material possessions are not 
needed to have faith in Christ Jesus.
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Prayer pointers

Michael Ellis  
(Leads Bible Society in The 
Gambia)

then listen to the New Testament for 
45 minutes on a solar-powered device 
called a Proclaimer. 

The next thing I did was call in my 
literacy co-ordinator and ask him to 
choose 12 people to train up for his 
job. We met them, and these guys were 
on fire for Jesus! Since that meeting, 
we established literacy and listening 
programmes in nine more regions. 

Just recently, the new 4x4 Bible 
distribution truck arrived, which 
you at Bible a Month and other 
supporters in England and Wales so 
generously provided. By the time you 
read this, we’ll be making deliveries 
of Scripture to remote communities. 

Looking to the future, we have the 
launch of the Jola Bible in 2022. Your 
faithful Bible a Month gifts helped 
to translate this Bible, the first in a 
language spoken by 60,000 people. 
The launch is a huge moment, much 

anticipated by people who long to hear 
God’s word in their heart language. 

Never underestimate the impact of 
Bible translation. I remember going 
to a community once to show The 
Jesus Film. It’s the story of the gospel, 
available on film in more than 1,800 
languages. I saw a man on a nearby 
street corner, weeping. I stopped to ask 
if he was OK. He told me, ‘I didn’t know 
Jesus spoke my language; I thought 
Christianity was a white man’s religion. 
I am giving my life to Christ!’ What an 
amazing impact!

You are making such a difference 
here in The Gambia, through your 
faithful Bible a Month support. Every 
day, God’s word is touching people’s 
lives. Thank you for your partnership, 
and your passion to share the Bible. 
Please continue to pray with us – 
particularly that God would bring 
the right people to join our team as 
we grow. 

Long Xinrong, a preacher in the 
mountainous regions of China’s Yunnan 
Province, wants to thank you for 
providing him with a motorcycle that 
helps him reach his congregations.

‘Itinerant ministry is a huge part of 
my work for the Lord, ministering to  
members located in different mount- 
ainous regions. It was common for me 
to walk up to four and a half hours, 
one way, to one location. A round trip 
would take as long as nine hours to 
walk! For many years, through fervent 
prayers, I cried out to the Lord, asking 
for his providence for a suitable means 
of transportation to aid in ministering 
to the communities I serve. Thank God 
that my prayers have been answered 
through Bible Society and Bible a 
Month supporters!

‘I graduated from the Bible seminary 
in 2001. The church I serve in consists 
of over 600 believers, gathering in 
seven different locations. Most of the 
members live in mountainous areas 
of more than 2,000 metres above sea 
level. Many families live on annual 
incomes of about £2,000, growing 
crops like potatoes and maize.

‘Now, four hours on foot is replaced 

Ask the Lord to bless 
Long Xinrong’s wife, 
whose toiling in the 
field has enabled 
Long to focus on his 
ministry for so many 
years. Pray that Long’s 
wife will recover from 
her ailments and will 
be given the strength 
she needs to continue 
to support Long in his 
Bible work.

Pray that more and 
more people will enter 
the mission field so as 
to relieve the burden 
on pastors like Long.

He’d walk nine hours 
to preach the gospel in 
China

by just one hour on the motorcycle! 
This has made ministry work much 
more effective, as I am now able to 
arrange teachings and house visits 
with more ease, increasing my 
capacity to minister to more people. 
I thank God for keeping me safe this 
entire period that I have been riding 
the motorcycle. I will continue to 
use the motorcycle in my service to 
the Lord and his people!

‘Since 2019, cult groups calling 
themselves Christian have been on 
the rise in the region. To shepherd 
and disciple the flock that the Lord has 
entrusted to us, we need to remain 
vigilant, be discerning and be better 
equipped with the word of God. I have 
planned and arranged for quarterly 
training programmes for different 
groups of believers, and these efforts 
have been made possible with the 
motorcycle too.

‘I would like to ask for prayers for my 
wife. She has silently supported me 
through almost 20 years in ministry 
by labouring in the field. She has been 
plagued with poor health for the past 
five years.  Please pray for strength for 
my wife and myself.’

C O S T A  R I C A
The Ngäbe are the only indigenous 
group in Costa Rica with a significant 
population that do not have the New 
Testament in their own language. 
Thanks to your regular support 
the gospel of Mark in Ngäbere was 
distributed in 2021 and translation work 
in this remote jungle area continues on 
the rest of the New Testament.

‘We are grateful to the Lord and to 
all of those who have partnered with 
us in spreading God’s word in this 
way in Costa Rica, especially to Bible 
Society supporters in England and 
Wales who have made this publication 
and distribution possible,’ said Nicolas 
Lamme of the Bible Society in Costa 
Rica.

Bible Society was already facing many 
challenges including an economic 
downturn before the pandemic made 
things much worse. Online Bible sales 

Almost half of the people in The Gambia 
live in poverty, and most are subsistence 
farmers or fishers. Also, nine out of ten 
people are Muslim, though this is often 
mixed with traditional beliefs.

As you can imagine, Bible mission is a 
challenge. But our faithful team, led by 
Michael Ellis (see Eyewitness Report), 
ensure your generous gifts are opening 
up God’s word for people who need 
Jesus.

With three out of five women unable 
to read or write, literacy classes (using 
the Bible as the main text) are key. Your 
support is funding classes for women and 
girls in four main tribes; the Mandinka, 
Wolof, Jola and Mankajo. 

One participant, Fabiana Jatta, did so 
well she is now a teacher. She said, 
‘Others laughed at me when I started the 
class, but today I can read. I read the Ten 

slumped and donations dropped. But 
your support through Bible a Month 
boosted infrastructure and helped 
turned things around. Distribution 
increased and content is now shared 
across a wide number of social media 
networks. ‘With our online store, we 
can now sell every day at all hours,’ 
said Bible Society of Costa Rica General 
Secretary Mayra Ugalde.

The result was that Scripture sales shot 
up and by the end of 2020 they were 20 
per cent higher than in 2019. Thank you 
for your help in achieving this!

Commandments in my language during 
a church service. Now I am a literacy 
promoter, and I am even teaching those 
who first laughed at me.’ 

Classes that went on hold during the 
pandemic are now back on, and The 
Gambia team are planning a national 
event in June where they will hand out 
certificates and Bibles to literacy class 
graduates. 

People of all generations gather to read the 
Bible in The Gambia.

A woman reads a Scripture calendar 
distributed by Bible Society in Costa Rica.

Thank God for the 
recent news that the 
gospel of Mark has been 
distributed in this remote 
area of Costa Rica.

Ask God to bless the 
churches in this region 
that so desperately want 
to give the Ngäbe the 
New Testament in their 
mother tongue.

Lift up Michael and his 
team and pray for new 
Bible workers to receive 
God’s call.

Give thanks for the Bible 
literacy programme. Pray 
for women who come each 
week to experience God’s 
love and word. Ask that 
Jesus would change their 
lives.

Pray that people engaging 
with Bible mission on 
social media will not only 
see their lives changed but 
will also spread the good 
news to others.

T H E  G A M B I A

January
prayer pointers

#

December
prayer pointers

Ask God to protect 
the pastors using 
motorcycles through 
what is often very 
difficult and dangerous 
terrain.

Your kind giving provides motorcycles to pastors such as Long Xinrong in 
China, enabling them to minister to more people in isolated areas.

Pray for the long-awaited 
launch of the Jola Bible 
in 2022, that it will lead 
more to Christ.

People celebrate the Scriptures at a Bible Society event in The 
Gambia.

Studying Scriptures provided by Bible Society in The 
Gambia.

Pray for the translation 
committee, linguistic 
consultants and 
translators as they work 
together to produce 
the New Testament in 
Ngäbere.

Thank God for Fabiana 
Jatta’s perseverance even 
when she was mocked 
(see story), and pray God 
will bless her life.

KEY VERSE

‘In this powerful way the 
word of the Lord kept 

spreading and growing 
stronger.’ 

(Acts 19.20, GNB)

Pray that this project
will identify those
preachers that are
most in need of a 
motorcycle.
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Gambia)

then listen to the New Testament for 
45 minutes on a solar-powered device 
called a Proclaimer. 

The next thing I did was call in my 
literacy co-ordinator and ask him to 
choose 12 people to train up for his 
job. We met them, and these guys were 
on fire for Jesus! Since that meeting, 
we established literacy and listening 
programmes in nine more regions. 

Just recently, the new 4x4 Bible 
distribution truck arrived, which 
you at Bible a Month and other 
supporters in England and Wales so 
generously provided. By the time you 
read this, we’ll be making deliveries 
of Scripture to remote communities. 

Looking to the future, we have the 
launch of the Jola Bible in 2022. Your 
faithful Bible a Month gifts helped 
to translate this Bible, the first in a 
language spoken by 60,000 people. 
The launch is a huge moment, much 

anticipated by people who long to hear 
God’s word in their heart language. 

Never underestimate the impact of 
Bible translation. I remember going 
to a community once to show The 
Jesus Film. It’s the story of the gospel, 
available on film in more than 1,800 
languages. I saw a man on a nearby 
street corner, weeping. I stopped to ask 
if he was OK. He told me, ‘I didn’t know 
Jesus spoke my language; I thought 
Christianity was a white man’s religion. 
I am giving my life to Christ!’ What an 
amazing impact!

You are making such a difference 
here in The Gambia, through your 
faithful Bible a Month support. Every 
day, God’s word is touching people’s 
lives. Thank you for your partnership, 
and your passion to share the Bible. 
Please continue to pray with us – 
particularly that God would bring 
the right people to join our team as 
we grow. 

Long Xinrong, a preacher in the 
mountainous regions of China’s Yunnan 
Province, wants to thank you for 
providing him with a motorcycle that 
helps him reach his congregations.

‘Itinerant ministry is a huge part of 
my work for the Lord, ministering to  
members located in different mount- 
ainous regions. It was common for me 
to walk up to four and a half hours, 
one way, to one location. A round trip 
would take as long as nine hours to 
walk! For many years, through fervent 
prayers, I cried out to the Lord, asking 
for his providence for a suitable means 
of transportation to aid in ministering 
to the communities I serve. Thank God 
that my prayers have been answered 
through Bible Society and Bible a 
Month supporters!

‘I graduated from the Bible seminary 
in 2001. The church I serve in consists 
of over 600 believers, gathering in 
seven different locations. Most of the 
members live in mountainous areas 
of more than 2,000 metres above sea 
level. Many families live on annual 
incomes of about £2,000, growing 
crops like potatoes and maize.

‘Now, four hours on foot is replaced 

Ask the Lord to bless 
Long Xinrong’s wife, 
whose toiling in the 
field has enabled 
Long to focus on his 
ministry for so many 
years. Pray that Long’s 
wife will recover from 
her ailments and will 
be given the strength 
she needs to continue 
to support Long in his 
Bible work.

Pray that more and 
more people will enter 
the mission field so as 
to relieve the burden 
on pastors like Long.

He’d walk nine hours 
to preach the gospel in 
China

by just one hour on the motorcycle! 
This has made ministry work much 
more effective, as I am now able to 
arrange teachings and house visits 
with more ease, increasing my 
capacity to minister to more people. 
I thank God for keeping me safe this 
entire period that I have been riding 
the motorcycle. I will continue to 
use the motorcycle in my service to 
the Lord and his people!

‘Since 2019, cult groups calling 
themselves Christian have been on 
the rise in the region. To shepherd 
and disciple the flock that the Lord has 
entrusted to us, we need to remain 
vigilant, be discerning and be better 
equipped with the word of God. I have 
planned and arranged for quarterly 
training programmes for different 
groups of believers, and these efforts 
have been made possible with the 
motorcycle too.

‘I would like to ask for prayers for my 
wife. She has silently supported me 
through almost 20 years in ministry 
by labouring in the field. She has been 
plagued with poor health for the past 
five years.  Please pray for strength for 
my wife and myself.’

C O S T A  R I C A
The Ngäbe are the only indigenous 
group in Costa Rica with a significant 
population that do not have the New 
Testament in their own language. 
Thanks to your regular support 
the gospel of Mark in Ngäbere was 
distributed in 2021 and translation work 
in this remote jungle area continues on 
the rest of the New Testament.

‘We are grateful to the Lord and to 
all of those who have partnered with 
us in spreading God’s word in this 
way in Costa Rica, especially to Bible 
Society supporters in England and 
Wales who have made this publication 
and distribution possible,’ said Nicolas 
Lamme of the Bible Society in Costa 
Rica.

Bible Society was already facing many 
challenges including an economic 
downturn before the pandemic made 
things much worse. Online Bible sales 
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live in poverty, and most are subsistence 
farmers or fishers. Also, nine out of ten 
people are Muslim, though this is often 
mixed with traditional beliefs.

As you can imagine, Bible mission is a 
challenge. But our faithful team, led by 
Michael Ellis (see Eyewitness Report), 
ensure your generous gifts are opening 
up God’s word for people who need 
Jesus.

With three out of five women unable 
to read or write, literacy classes (using 
the Bible as the main text) are key. Your 
support is funding classes for women and 
girls in four main tribes; the Mandinka, 
Wolof, Jola and Mankajo. 

One participant, Fabiana Jatta, did so 
well she is now a teacher. She said, 
‘Others laughed at me when I started the 
class, but today I can read. I read the Ten 

slumped and donations dropped. But 
your support through Bible a Month 
boosted infrastructure and helped 
turned things around. Distribution 
increased and content is now shared 
across a wide number of social media 
networks. ‘With our online store, we 
can now sell every day at all hours,’ 
said Bible Society of Costa Rica General 
Secretary Mayra Ugalde.

The result was that Scripture sales shot 
up and by the end of 2020 they were 20 
per cent higher than in 2019. Thank you 
for your help in achieving this!

Commandments in my language during 
a church service. Now I am a literacy 
promoter, and I am even teaching those 
who first laughed at me.’ 

Classes that went on hold during the 
pandemic are now back on, and The 
Gambia team are planning a national 
event in June where they will hand out 
certificates and Bibles to literacy class 
graduates. 

People of all generations gather to read the 
Bible in The Gambia.

A woman reads a Scripture calendar 
distributed by Bible Society in Costa Rica.

Thank God for the 
recent news that the 
gospel of Mark has been 
distributed in this remote 
area of Costa Rica.

Ask God to bless the 
churches in this region 
that so desperately want 
to give the Ngäbe the 
New Testament in their 
mother tongue.

Lift up Michael and his 
team and pray for new 
Bible workers to receive 
God’s call.

Give thanks for the Bible 
literacy programme. Pray 
for women who come each 
week to experience God’s 
love and word. Ask that 
Jesus would change their 
lives.

Pray that people engaging 
with Bible mission on 
social media will not only 
see their lives changed but 
will also spread the good 
news to others.
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Ask God to protect 
the pastors using 
motorcycles through 
what is often very 
difficult and dangerous 
terrain.

Your kind giving provides motorcycles to pastors such as Long Xinrong in 
China, enabling them to minister to more people in isolated areas.

Pray for the long-awaited 
launch of the Jola Bible 
in 2022, that it will lead 
more to Christ.

People celebrate the Scriptures at a Bible Society event in The 
Gambia.

Studying Scriptures provided by Bible Society in The 
Gambia.

Pray for the translation 
committee, linguistic 
consultants and 
translators as they work 
together to produce 
the New Testament in 
Ngäbere.

Thank God for Fabiana 
Jatta’s perseverance even 
when she was mocked 
(see story), and pray God 
will bless her life.

KEY VERSE

‘In this powerful way the 
word of the Lord kept 

spreading and growing 
stronger.’ 

(Acts 19.20, GNB)

Pray that this project
will identify those
preachers that are
most in need of a 
motorcycle.
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B I B L E  A  M O N T H

It is such a joy to see people receive the 
Bible, and to see God at work in their 
lives. I wish you could come and visit 
me in The Gambia – I shouldn’t be the 
only one enjoying this blessing! 

My name is Michael Ellis and I’ve been 
leading Bible Society’s work in this 
small West African country for several 
years. Often, I take out my phone and 
look again at the photos I’ve taken of 
people receiving God’s word. These 
photos make me smile, and I’ve 
sent some to you, my Bible a Month 
brothers and sisters, so you can be 
filled with encouragement and joy too. 
This is what you have done in people’s 
lives! Thank you so much.

Here in The Gambia, many people 
are extremely poor. We need God to 
provide food and clothing. The women 
work so hard, walking with no break 
day after day to collect water and fuel. 
But they have a hunger for the gospel. 
Because of the Bible, people have hope.

Instead of brooding about their 
situation, people look forward to 
attending our Bible literacy classes 
and Scripture listening groups. 
Thanks to your support through 
Bible a Month, they come and laugh, 
they are happy, they forget about 
their pain. And they hear that God 
loves them.

Around 95 per cent of the population 
here is Muslim; the rest are Christians or 
followers of traditional religions. Many 
Muslims come to our literacy classes. 
One lady said to me, ‘I have been a 
Muslim all these years but I don’t know 
what the Koran is telling me because 
it is in Arabic and I don’t know Arabic. 
But, she said, I understand what God is 
saying in the Bible.’

One of the first things I did at Bible 
Society was combine our Bible literacy 
and listening groups. They now do 45 
minutes of learning to read and write, 
then have a 15-minute break, and 

I didn’t know Jesus 
spoke my language; 
I thought Christianity 

was a white man’s 
religion. I am giving 

my life to Christ!

On fire for 
Jesus in The 
Gambia 

E Y E W I T N E S S  
R E P O R T

Area 

4,362 square 
miles, 20 times 

smaller than the 
UK

Population

2.2 million

Languages

English (official), 
Mandinka, Wolof, 
Fula, other local 

languages

Literacy 
rate

50.8%

T H E  G A M B I A

‘Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one receives the 
prize? So run that you may obtain it.’

1 Cor inthians 9 .24 (ESV)
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‘But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 

all the work of your hand.’

Isa iah 64.8 (ESV)

F A C T F I L E

Area

19,730 square 
miles, about a fifth 
of the size of the 

UK

Population

5.2 million

Languages

Spanish (official), 
English 

Literacy 
rate

97.9%

R O O T E D  J U N I O R S  H E L P S  C H I L D R E N 
E N G A G E  W I T H  T H E  B I B L E

You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

We are so excited to introduce to you our brand new 
club for children aged 7 to 11 – Rooted Juniors. 

Rooted Juniors is a subscription-based club and 
every child receives a welcome box when they join, 
followed by three more exciting boxes through 
the year. The boxes contain their Rooted Juniors 
magazine, packed full of stories and activities, and 
they also get extra printed resources and surprises. 
Everything is linked to a biblical theme that changes 
each time.

The aim is to encourage children to look deeper into 
the Bible’s message and lay down spiritual roots that 
will last a lifetime. Children face many challenges in 
today’s society and the Bible’s message speaks into 
these situations to guide and encourage them as  
they grow. We want every child to know God’s  

love and care for them so they can trust in him at 
every stage of life.

Parents and guardians can sign their child up to 
become a Rooted Juniors member by visiting 
biblesociety.org.uk/rootedjuniors and donating 
£5 or more a month. Donations will not only provide 
the Rooted Juniors boxes, but will also be invested in 
Bible mission to share the Bible’s message worldwide. 

Please pray for our Rooted Juniors programme, that 
it may open young minds and hearts to the Bible’s 
message of love and hope. It will be wonderful to 
build a strong community of young people actively 
engaging in Bible mission.

So please share the news about Rooted Juniors with 
your friends, family and church. Thank you so much! 

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Anne
I am an old lady and I was feeling useless as a Christian 
because I wasn’t doing so much, but I really cheered up 
when I received the October issue. It made me realise that 
I am still playing a very small part in a wonderful Bible 
mission.

Michael
More and more evidence of effective use of [donations] in 
your reports.

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

 
A N S W E R 

T O  
P R AY E R

We thank God that our Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show was a great success! Not only has it won medals, but it’s 
allowed us to bring the Scriptures to a huge audience. Our volunteers 
spent the week of Chelsea handing out leaflets that included the 
text of Psalm 23 to thousands of people, and having hundreds of 
conversations about the psalm’s meaning for today – and that’s not 
counting the millions who engaged via TV, radio and online media.
Some people asked about the plants and the huge granite boulders, 
but many asked about how the garden related to the psalm and why we created it. This allowed us to 
present the meaning of the Scripture and we’re deeply grateful to God for the opportunities to share 
his word. You can read more about it here: biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/garden-latest

A girl enjoys a Scripture booklet provided by Bible Society in the Gulf.

Water flows over a boulder at 
the Psalm 23 Garden.
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Graham
Translating, distributing Bibles, training, supporting – I 
love the work of Bible Society.

Vera
Many times I have wondered how my fellow Christians 
have found faith, like the people mentioned in Bible a 
Month. They seem to be strong in their faith even though 
they have very little material goods. Perhaps we can 
all learn from them, that material possessions are not 
needed to have faith in Christ Jesus.
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M I S S I O N  U P D AT E

Prayer pointers

Michael Ellis  
(Leads Bible Society in The 
Gambia)

then listen to the New Testament for 
45 minutes on a solar-powered device 
called a Proclaimer. 

The next thing I did was call in my 
literacy co-ordinator and ask him to 
choose 12 people to train up for his 
job. We met them, and these guys were 
on fire for Jesus! Since that meeting, 
we established literacy and listening 
programmes in nine more regions. 

Just recently, the new 4x4 Bible 
distribution truck arrived, which 
you at Bible a Month and other 
supporters in England and Wales so 
generously provided. By the time you 
read this, we’ll be making deliveries 
of Scripture to remote communities. 

Looking to the future, we have the 
launch of the Jola Bible in 2022. Your 
faithful Bible a Month gifts helped 
to translate this Bible, the first in a 
language spoken by 60,000 people. 
The launch is a huge moment, much 

anticipated by people who long to hear 
God’s word in their heart language. 

Never underestimate the impact of 
Bible translation. I remember going 
to a community once to show The 
Jesus Film. It’s the story of the gospel, 
available on film in more than 1,800 
languages. I saw a man on a nearby 
street corner, weeping. I stopped to ask 
if he was OK. He told me, ‘I didn’t know 
Jesus spoke my language; I thought 
Christianity was a white man’s religion. 
I am giving my life to Christ!’ What an 
amazing impact!

You are making such a difference 
here in The Gambia, through your 
faithful Bible a Month support. Every 
day, God’s word is touching people’s 
lives. Thank you for your partnership, 
and your passion to share the Bible. 
Please continue to pray with us – 
particularly that God would bring 
the right people to join our team as 
we grow. 

Long Xinrong, a preacher in the 
mountainous regions of China’s Yunnan 
Province, wants to thank you for 
providing him with a motorcycle that 
helps him reach his congregations.

‘Itinerant ministry is a huge part of 
my work for the Lord, ministering to  
members located in different mount- 
ainous regions. It was common for me 
to walk up to four and a half hours, 
one way, to one location. A round trip 
would take as long as nine hours to 
walk! For many years, through fervent 
prayers, I cried out to the Lord, asking 
for his providence for a suitable means 
of transportation to aid in ministering 
to the communities I serve. Thank God 
that my prayers have been answered 
through Bible Society and Bible a 
Month supporters!

‘I graduated from the Bible seminary 
in 2001. The church I serve in consists 
of over 600 believers, gathering in 
seven different locations. Most of the 
members live in mountainous areas 
of more than 2,000 metres above sea 
level. Many families live on annual 
incomes of about £2,000, growing 
crops like potatoes and maize.

‘Now, four hours on foot is replaced 

Ask the Lord to bless 
Long Xinrong’s wife, 
whose toiling in the 
field has enabled 
Long to focus on his 
ministry for so many 
years. Pray that Long’s 
wife will recover from 
her ailments and will 
be given the strength 
she needs to continue 
to support Long in his 
Bible work.

Pray that more and 
more people will enter 
the mission field so as 
to relieve the burden 
on pastors like Long.

He’d walk nine hours 
to preach the gospel in 
China

by just one hour on the motorcycle! 
This has made ministry work much 
more effective, as I am now able to 
arrange teachings and house visits 
with more ease, increasing my 
capacity to minister to more people. 
I thank God for keeping me safe this 
entire period that I have been riding 
the motorcycle. I will continue to 
use the motorcycle in my service to 
the Lord and his people!

‘Since 2019, cult groups calling 
themselves Christian have been on 
the rise in the region. To shepherd 
and disciple the flock that the Lord has 
entrusted to us, we need to remain 
vigilant, be discerning and be better 
equipped with the word of God. I have 
planned and arranged for quarterly 
training programmes for different 
groups of believers, and these efforts 
have been made possible with the 
motorcycle too.

‘I would like to ask for prayers for my 
wife. She has silently supported me 
through almost 20 years in ministry 
by labouring in the field. She has been 
plagued with poor health for the past 
five years.  Please pray for strength for 
my wife and myself.’

C O S T A  R I C A
The Ngäbe are the only indigenous 
group in Costa Rica with a significant 
population that do not have the New 
Testament in their own language. 
Thanks to your regular support 
the gospel of Mark in Ngäbere was 
distributed in 2021 and translation work 
in this remote jungle area continues on 
the rest of the New Testament.

‘We are grateful to the Lord and to 
all of those who have partnered with 
us in spreading God’s word in this 
way in Costa Rica, especially to Bible 
Society supporters in England and 
Wales who have made this publication 
and distribution possible,’ said Nicolas 
Lamme of the Bible Society in Costa 
Rica.

Bible Society was already facing many 
challenges including an economic 
downturn before the pandemic made 
things much worse. Online Bible sales 

Almost half of the people in The Gambia 
live in poverty, and most are subsistence 
farmers or fishers. Also, nine out of ten 
people are Muslim, though this is often 
mixed with traditional beliefs.

As you can imagine, Bible mission is a 
challenge. But our faithful team, led by 
Michael Ellis (see Eyewitness Report), 
ensure your generous gifts are opening 
up God’s word for people who need 
Jesus.

With three out of five women unable 
to read or write, literacy classes (using 
the Bible as the main text) are key. Your 
support is funding classes for women and 
girls in four main tribes; the Mandinka, 
Wolof, Jola and Mankajo. 

One participant, Fabiana Jatta, did so 
well she is now a teacher. She said, 
‘Others laughed at me when I started the 
class, but today I can read. I read the Ten 

slumped and donations dropped. But 
your support through Bible a Month 
boosted infrastructure and helped 
turned things around. Distribution 
increased and content is now shared 
across a wide number of social media 
networks. ‘With our online store, we 
can now sell every day at all hours,’ 
said Bible Society of Costa Rica General 
Secretary Mayra Ugalde.

The result was that Scripture sales shot 
up and by the end of 2020 they were 20 
per cent higher than in 2019. Thank you 
for your help in achieving this!

Commandments in my language during 
a church service. Now I am a literacy 
promoter, and I am even teaching those 
who first laughed at me.’ 

Classes that went on hold during the 
pandemic are now back on, and The 
Gambia team are planning a national 
event in June where they will hand out 
certificates and Bibles to literacy class 
graduates. 

People of all generations gather to read the 
Bible in The Gambia.

A woman reads a Scripture calendar 
distributed by Bible Society in Costa Rica.

Thank God for the 
recent news that the 
gospel of Mark has been 
distributed in this remote 
area of Costa Rica.

Ask God to bless the 
churches in this region 
that so desperately want 
to give the Ngäbe the 
New Testament in their 
mother tongue.

Lift up Michael and his 
team and pray for new 
Bible workers to receive 
God’s call.

Give thanks for the Bible 
literacy programme. Pray 
for women who come each 
week to experience God’s 
love and word. Ask that 
Jesus would change their 
lives.

Pray that people engaging 
with Bible mission on 
social media will not only 
see their lives changed but 
will also spread the good 
news to others.

T H E  G A M B I A

January
prayer pointers

#

December
prayer pointers

Ask God to protect 
the pastors using 
motorcycles through 
what is often very 
difficult and dangerous 
terrain.

Your kind giving provides motorcycles to pastors such as Long Xinrong in 
China, enabling them to minister to more people in isolated areas.

Pray for the long-awaited 
launch of the Jola Bible 
in 2022, that it will lead 
more to Christ.

People celebrate the Scriptures at a Bible Society event in The 
Gambia.

Studying Scriptures provided by Bible Society in The 
Gambia.

Pray for the translation 
committee, linguistic 
consultants and 
translators as they work 
together to produce 
the New Testament in 
Ngäbere.

Thank God for Fabiana 
Jatta’s perseverance even 
when she was mocked 
(see story), and pray God 
will bless her life.

KEY VERSE

‘In this powerful way the 
word of the Lord kept 

spreading and growing 
stronger.’ 

(Acts 19.20, GNB)

Pray that this project
will identify those
preachers that are
most in need of a 
motorcycle.
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B I B L E  A  M O N T H

It is such a joy to see people receive the 
Bible, and to see God at work in their 
lives. I wish you could come and visit 
me in The Gambia – I shouldn’t be the 
only one enjoying this blessing! 

My name is Michael Ellis and I’ve been 
leading Bible Society’s work in this 
small West African country for several 
years. Often, I take out my phone and 
look again at the photos I’ve taken of 
people receiving God’s word. These 
photos make me smile, and I’ve 
sent some to you, my Bible a Month 
brothers and sisters, so you can be 
filled with encouragement and joy too. 
This is what you have done in people’s 
lives! Thank you so much.

Here in The Gambia, many people 
are extremely poor. We need God to 
provide food and clothing. The women 
work so hard, walking with no break 
day after day to collect water and fuel. 
But they have a hunger for the gospel. 
Because of the Bible, people have hope.

Instead of brooding about their 
situation, people look forward to 
attending our Bible literacy classes 
and Scripture listening groups. 
Thanks to your support through 
Bible a Month, they come and laugh, 
they are happy, they forget about 
their pain. And they hear that God 
loves them.

Around 95 per cent of the population 
here is Muslim; the rest are Christians or 
followers of traditional religions. Many 
Muslims come to our literacy classes. 
One lady said to me, ‘I have been a 
Muslim all these years but I don’t know 
what the Koran is telling me because 
it is in Arabic and I don’t know Arabic. 
But, she said, I understand what God is 
saying in the Bible.’

One of the first things I did at Bible 
Society was combine our Bible literacy 
and listening groups. They now do 45 
minutes of learning to read and write, 
then have a 15-minute break, and 

I didn’t know Jesus 
spoke my language; 
I thought Christianity 

was a white man’s 
religion. I am giving 

my life to Christ!

On fire for 
Jesus in The 
Gambia 

E Y E W I T N E S S  
R E P O R T

Area 
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miles, 20 times 

smaller than the 
UK
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2.2 million

Languages

English (official), 
Mandinka, Wolof, 
Fula, other local 

languages
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rate

50.8%

T H E  G A M B I A

‘Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one receives the 
prize? So run that you may obtain it.’

1 Cor inthians 9 .24 (ESV)
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‘But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 

all the work of your hand.’

Isa iah 64.8 (ESV)

F A C T F I L E

Area

19,730 square 
miles, about a fifth 
of the size of the 

UK

Population

5.2 million

Languages

Spanish (official), 
English 

Literacy 
rate

97.9%

R O O T E D  J U N I O R S  H E L P S  C H I L D R E N 
E N G A G E  W I T H  T H E  B I B L E

You are part of a community of more than 20,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word  
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

We are so excited to introduce to you our brand new 
club for children aged 7 to 11 – Rooted Juniors. 

Rooted Juniors is a subscription-based club and 
every child receives a welcome box when they join, 
followed by three more exciting boxes through 
the year. The boxes contain their Rooted Juniors 
magazine, packed full of stories and activities, and 
they also get extra printed resources and surprises. 
Everything is linked to a biblical theme that changes 
each time.

The aim is to encourage children to look deeper into 
the Bible’s message and lay down spiritual roots that 
will last a lifetime. Children face many challenges in 
today’s society and the Bible’s message speaks into 
these situations to guide and encourage them as  
they grow. We want every child to know God’s  

love and care for them so they can trust in him at 
every stage of life.

Parents and guardians can sign their child up to 
become a Rooted Juniors member by visiting 
biblesociety.org.uk/rootedjuniors and donating 
£5 or more a month. Donations will not only provide 
the Rooted Juniors boxes, but will also be invested in 
Bible mission to share the Bible’s message worldwide. 

Please pray for our Rooted Juniors programme, that 
it may open young minds and hearts to the Bible’s 
message of love and hope. It will be wonderful to 
build a strong community of young people actively 
engaging in Bible mission.

So please share the news about Rooted Juniors with 
your friends, family and church. Thank you so much! 

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form  
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

Anne
I am an old lady and I was feeling useless as a Christian 
because I wasn’t doing so much, but I really cheered up 
when I received the October issue. It made me realise that 
I am still playing a very small part in a wonderful Bible 
mission.

Michael
More and more evidence of effective use of [donations] in 
your reports.

Y O U R  S T O R I E S  &  C O M M E N T S

 
A N S W E R 

T O  
P R AY E R

We thank God that our Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show was a great success! Not only has it won medals, but it’s 
allowed us to bring the Scriptures to a huge audience. Our volunteers 
spent the week of Chelsea handing out leaflets that included the 
text of Psalm 23 to thousands of people, and having hundreds of 
conversations about the psalm’s meaning for today – and that’s not 
counting the millions who engaged via TV, radio and online media.
Some people asked about the plants and the huge granite boulders, 
but many asked about how the garden related to the psalm and why we created it. This allowed us to 
present the meaning of the Scripture and we’re deeply grateful to God for the opportunities to share 
his word. You can read more about it here: biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/garden-latest

A girl enjoys a Scripture booklet provided by Bible Society in the Gulf.

Water flows over a boulder at 
the Psalm 23 Garden.
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Graham
Translating, distributing Bibles, training, supporting – I 
love the work of Bible Society.

Vera
Many times I have wondered how my fellow Christians 
have found faith, like the people mentioned in Bible a 
Month. They seem to be strong in their faith even though 
they have very little material goods. Perhaps we can 
all learn from them, that material possessions are not 
needed to have faith in Christ Jesus.


