YOUR REGUL AR SUPPORT IS RESCUING
B I B L E S O CI E T I E S H I T BY T H E PA N D E M I C
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More than 60 per cent of national Bible Societies
are struggling because they rely on trading
income to survive, while 35 are at critical risk of
closure at the time of writing. They’re running
short of money to pay staff, keep their doors open
and continue Bible mission.

Literacy
rates
99.9%

So we’ve joined with the Fellowship of United
Bible Societies to launch a Rescue and Recovery
Fund aimed at helping these threatened Societies
not only survive but thrive.

‘Let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.’

IRELAND

WA L E S

The coronavirus crisis has impacted countries all
around the world – and even nations that have
avoided large-scale infections and deaths have
found their economies devastated.

We included an appeal card in the previous Bible
a Month prayer letter – and so far more than
£400,000 has been raised. Your generosity means
translation, printing and distribution projects can
continue.

Matthew 5.16 (ESV)

FRANCE

We want to thank you – and our friends and
colleagues around the world thank you too.
One Society helped so far is in Costa Rica, where
businesses and churches have been closed and
tourism, a major source of revenue, has ceased.
General Secretary Mayra Ugalde said: ‘When
news of the solidarity fund came, it renewed
my strength ... we could see that God has us
in his plans and that the cause of the Bible will
continue in the midst of so much uncertainty.’
In The Gambia, digital infrastructure has been
developed to increase online sales of Scripture.
Gambia Bible Society leader Michael Ellis said,
‘It is a big relief knowing that at least the staff
salaries till December are secured. The Rescue
and Recovery Fund is a testament of God fixing
things while we talk.’

BIBLE A MONTH

To donate please go to
www.biblesociety.org.uk/88nations

OCT/NOV 2020
Issue 203

YOU R STO R I ES & COM M E NT S

ISRAEL

FAC TFILE

ALGERIA
SYRIA

LEBANON
GAZA STRIP
SENEGAL

GAZA STRIP

Area

Population

Languages

4,015 square
miles, about 23
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than the UK

5.5 million
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French, English,
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Tracy

Lindsey

I love the Bible a Month newsletter and every
month I read out the stories to my children and
we talk about all the different people all over
the world who need our prayers.

It’s nice to have the monthly prayer points
and updates. It’s comforting to think
everybody is praying at the same time. It’s
(more) powerful.

95.1%

‘For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro I N
throughout the whole earth, to give strong
support to those whose heart is blameless
toward him …’

Peter

Adrian

I have been a member of Bible a Month for well over
30 years. I look forward to receiving the monthly
newsletter and reading and praying through it. The
stories are inspiring.

Bible Society is bringing the
Good News to the whole world
that is in real need of it right
now. God bless you in your work!

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam

2 Chronicles 16.9 (ESV)
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You are part of a community of 23,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!
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Printed on FSC-certified and carbon neutral (certified by the World
Land Trust) material, by printers who hold the environmental
EMAS accreditation. Their factory is 100 per cent powered by
renewable energy, uses alcohol-free printing and chemistry-free
BIBLE
plate production, and sends low levels of waste to landfill.

A MONTH NEWSLETTER | OCT/NOV 2020 |

Not even a
pandemic
silences the
word of God
EYEWITNESS
REPORT

“

Open the Book
started in 1999 with
just one school in
Bedfordshire. Now
almost 18,000 Bible
storytellers visit over
3,000 schools.

“

LEBANON

When lockdown started, I expected
that would be the end of Open the
Book volunteers going into schools
and leading Bible story assemblies
for the remainder of the school year.
I thought I’d finally be getting some
time to go through that ‘someday’ pile
that had accumulated at the corner of
my desk. How wrong I was!

word of 2020. A school in Kingston
sent Team Leader Sarah Rogers this
response: ‘What a wonderful video,
so lovely to see you all. I know how
long recordings of lessons take, so I
appreciate the time you all have taken
to produce this. I have forwarded it to
staff to use with the children as we all
miss you terribly.’

Instead of putting things on hold,
Open the Book Storytellers were
inspired to find new ways in which they
could follow government guidance
and still deliver assemblies to children
in schools. They contacted our office
daily, sharing ideas on how to continue
this ministry even if we couldn’t be at
schools in person.

Our storytelling teams throughout
the country might be the ones on
the front line, delivering the stories
to the children, but if it wasn’t
for the generosity and prayers
of Bible a Month supporters this
amazing mission to reach out to
schools would not be possible. It is
continued giving from people like
you that lays the foundations for
Open the Book to thrive.

One Storyteller told me that initially
she was intimidated by the technology.
If you look at her now, she’s recording
Bible stories with her team and
‘Zooming’ them into schools, using the
online platform that’s become a buzz

School staff members have also been
praying for the Open the Book ministry.
The Redditch Team in Worcestershire
were told by their school, ‘You’ve
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Two boys are fully immersed in an Open the Book assembly in Newcastle. Photo credit: Bible Society

ENGLAND & WALES

One school’s staff team wrote and
asked, ‘Could you send us written
resources to go with the Open the
Book assembly stories?’
This was the first time we’d been asked
to do this, so I was excited. I set to
work writing resources that provided
fun and interactive ways for children
to go deeper into the Bible stories
with games, maps, maths, crafts and
things for the whole family to discuss
about the stories. These were made
available to storytelling teams to send
to schools and on to parents who
were home schooling. Children and
school staff have always loved Open
the Book, but suddenly these stories
were going into homes and reaching
not just the children, but parents too.
These resources were downloaded

Prisoners are
discovering the Bible
amid the pandemic,
thanks to you

Open the Book started in 1999 with
just one school in Bedfordshire and
by the twentieth anniversary, nearly
18,000 Storytellers were visiting over
3,000 schools.
In Crediton, Devon, a team received
cards from the children in the
school that they visit. The children
had learned that older people were
more at risk from Covid-19 and
they knew their team were all of
retirement age. The children sent
cards to team members, saying, ‘We
are thinking of you and praying for
you’. There were many hearts and
kisses included too.

If you would like to ﬁnd out more or
how to get involved, visit our website:
www.biblesociety.org.uk/open-thebook

“

You’ve helped prisoners
discover the life-changing
power of God’s word.
Hundreds of Bibles and thousands
of Gospel booklets in the hands of
prisoners, and The Bible Course: Prisons
Edition streamed into around 30
institutions … this is the incredible
impact of your generous support in the
prisons of England and Wales recently.
And, thanks to you, God’s word is
changing the lives of people in prison.
The coronavirus hit prisons hard.
Thousands of prisoners and staff became
ill, and there have been a number of
deaths. Many of the 80,000-strong prison
population were locked in their cells for
23 hours a day to limit the spread.

Martha Flavell

Regional Training and
Development Officer –
Open the Book

Photo credit: Bible Society

1. You’ve helped provide Bibles. Over
the last year we distributed more
than 2,500 Bibles to prisoners in 51
institutions. Most were in English, but
we also provided Polish, Romanian and
Hungarian Scriptures. Recently, your
support has helped to provide more
Bibles to prisoners though the network
of chaplains, free of charge
2. You’ve provided thousands of
booklets about biblical justice.
These specially-written Gospel
booklets, Matthew: A Message of
Mercy, are hugely popular and speak
of God’s grace and forgiveness.

3. You’ve helped prisoners discover the
life-changing power of God’s word.
Last year, we adapted The Bible Course
for prisoners, and before lockdown 700
prisoners had taken part in the eightsession course exploring the big picture
of Scripture. Since lockdown, your
support helped to turn the course into
a 16-part Bible TV series, to be broadcast
directly into prisoners’ cells. Around 30
prisons are keen to broadcast this series,
so even in confinement, people can still
discover God’s purpose and love.
Chris Auckland, who oversees our work
in prisons, said, ‘We’re committed to
sharing the Bible with whoever wants it,
and we know there’s huge demand for
God’s word in prisons. However, it’s only
possible with the faithful prayers and
donations of Bible a Month supporters
– and we are so grateful.’
Chris added, ‘We hear many stories from
chaplains about people’s lives being
impacted and changed as they discover
the Bible. It’s evident in their behaviour,
thinking and attitudes – and in the
future their likelihood of re-offending is
reduced.’
October 11-17 is Prisons Week 2020,
when many Christians commit to
pray for all those affected by prisons
and by crime. To find out more, visit
www.prisonsweek.org
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Prayer pointers
Pray for all those
connected with
the criminal justice
system, for God to
draw close to every
individual, treasured
and known by name.

Lumino, ‘It’s a first for me to see detailed
analysis of the problems Christianity
faces in the UK and how we Christians
can address them.’
Please look at our website www.
biblesociety.org.uk to find out more
about what your amazing support
achieves in England and Wales.
Photo credit: Bible Society

Pray that amid places
of brokenness, there
might be a discovery
of the inner freedom
and peace which
comes from knowing
Jesus.

The huge explosion at Beirut’s port
killed at least 190 people, left many
thousands injured and led to street
protests. The blast also damaged the
Bible Society of Lebanon offices in the
capital, although mercifully none of our
colleagues were killed or injured in the
blast.

Give thanks that the
power of the Holy Spirit
can never be locked
down, and ask that God
would reveal himself to
people in prison.

The beautiful country of Lebanon has
often been in the news for negative
reasons due to conflict, but Bible
mission is having a growing positive
impact on many people’s lives.
The Bible-based trauma healing project
‘Reconcile’ that your regular giving
enables has had a huge impact among
Syrian and Iraqi refugee children living
in Lebanon, where there are about 1.5
million refugees. This youth interactive
programme encourages young people
to engage with the Bible through events

Pray for victims of
crime; that distress
and suffering would
be eased, and for the
restoration of trust and
confidence.

Pray that needy souls in
England and Wales will
turn from the difficulties
and darkness brought by
the pandemic and turn to
the light of Christ.

Ask God that church
leaders will be granted
wisdom, courage and
inspiration to engage with
local communities.
Thank God for the regular
giving of our supporters,
which enables long-term
plans for Bible mission to
be drawn up for maximum
impact.
Pray that support for
Bible Society will increase
in England and Wales and
more people will engage
with the word of God.

Testimonies have flooded in of how the
Good News Bible – The Youth Edition is
impacting on lives.

November
prayer pointers

LEBANON

#
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Your kind giving is also enabling Bible
Society to be a mission partner with
more than 500 churches throughout
England and Wales. This autumn, a
series of interactive webinars is being
held for church leaders to discuss how
best to connect with local communities
during and beyond the pandemic. Our
Lumino website provides survey data to
help with this. One church leader said of

Bible Society has a rich history of working in prisons and alongside prisoners
in England and Wales, dating back to our very foundation in 1804.

But your support has made a difference
in three ways:

The pandemic was unable to stop the Open the Book team in Merton, London from sharing Bible stories with children.

Your support is helping people go
deeper into God’s word across England
and Wales. The Good News Bible – The
Youth Edition recently won the Christian
Resources Together Bible of the Year
award, acknowledging the amazing
impact this Bible is having. One young
person introduced it to a troubled
friend. With her arm around her friend,
they read the story of the prodigal son
together. Then she said, ‘That’s us. We
can be found, too!’

M I S S I O N U P D AT E

At the time of writing, the future is
uncertain. With all the uncertainty
in life right now, there is one thing
I know: God has made a way for the
children (and now their parents too)
to continue to hear these stories.
Please join with us as a Bible a Month
supporter in praying for these children
and also for the Storytellers, that they
will receive God-given inspiration and
strength to continue this wonderful
part of Bible mission.

October
prayer pointers

ENGLAND & WALES

and talks. During the strict Covid-19
lockdown it continued successfully
online.
Christians migrate from Lebanon and
other parts of the Middle East in high
numbers because conflict and pressure
make them feel hopeless and helpless.
Through your generous gifts a network
of support has been built for these
believers, to encourage them to remain
in the area as witnesses for the word.
Photo credit: Bible Society of Lebanon

The wonderful end result is that the
pandemic has failed to derail Open
the Book, with Storytellers up and
down England and Wales finding
ways to connect with their schools.
And the schools keep asking for
more – and thanks to the prayerful
support of people like you they are
going to get more!

more than a thousand times in June
and July.

“

ministered to us for years and we are
now praying for you all.’ When a team
member was admitted to hospital
with Covid-19, the school prayed for
him and thanked God as he recovered.

Children in Lebanon enjoy a show that
is part of the ‘Reconcile’ trauma-healing
programme.

Pray for all those who
were injured or lost loved
ones in the explosion.
Ask God to bless the
continuing ministry of the
Bible Society of Lebanon
in sharing Scripture.

Ask that the Holy Spirit
will work in the heart of
more and more young
people in Lebanon so they
will come to trust God
through Jesus Christ.

Ask God to give
the Christians in
Lebanon courage and
perseverance, so they
become witnesses to the
saving power of Jesus
Christ.

