GIFTS AND RESOURCES
FOR CHRISTMAS AND BEYOND!
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We know Christmas may be different this year,
but we can still celebrate our gift from God – the
birth of Jesus. We have some brand new, brilliant
gifts and resources available:

Area

Population

Languages

3,705,407 square
miles, 40 times
larger than the
UK

1,394,015,977
million

Standard
Chinese (official),
many regional
languages

It Begins in Bethlehem – A Nativity Rhyme for
Christmastime

Literacy
rates
96.8 %

Our new Christmas children’s booklet gives a
fresh perspective on the nativity with glorious
rhymes from Bob Hartman and lively illustrations
by Mark Beech. There’s an Instant Nativity based
on the booklet and a video animation, which is
perfect for a church service.

N E PA L
B H U TA N

‘I have been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me.’

M YA N M A R
LAOS VIETNAM

Christmas Cards, Stickers and Gifts
We have beautiful cards and stickers based on
the theme of Jesus as the light of the world. For
the perfect gift check out A Christ-mess Story, a
fun book full of poetry, playfulness, honesty and
humour.

Galatians 2.20a (ESV)

For all our Christmas resources go to
biblesociety.org.uk/Christmas
Gifts beyond Christmas
This year our charity gifts are back and they’re
even bigger and better than before!
We have a choice of 10 gifts. A family member
or friend will receive a beautifully printed card
printed with your own personal message.
As well as giving a lovely gift you will also be
supporting Bible mission.
A gift of £5 provides a Bible to a child in Malawi,
£10 can help open up a new path for prisoners
in England and Wales through the word of
God, while £45 can provide Bible-based literacy
classes for women in Africa, many of them
widows desperately in need of skills to help
them provide for their family. Please take a look
at biblesociety.org.uk/charitygifts
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YOU R STO R I ES & COM M E NT S
You are part of a community of 23,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!

FAC TFILE

M A U R I TA N I A

Area

Population

Languages

4,363 square
miles, about 55
times smaller
than the UK

2.2 million

English (official),
Mandinka, Wolof,
Fula, other local
languages

Literacy
rates

THE
GAMBIA

GUINEA

BURKINA
FA S O

CÔTE
D’IVOIRE

GUINEA-BISSAU

Mary

Encouraging people to own a Bible,
read and act upon it, is one of the most
important things for us Christians to do.

Especially glad of the work in prisons.
God bless your vital work in Jesus’
name.

50.8 %

SENEGAL
MALI

Shirley

‘My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.’
Psalm 121.2 (ESV)

Frances

Rosemary

So happy to hear Open the Book adapted to the
Covid-19 situation with success and word is still
reaching children. (October–November edition).

I am thrilled and hopeful that before
I die I will know the Bible has been
translated into every language.

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam
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Climbing many
mountains to
spread God’s
word in China
EYEWITNESS
REPORT

“

At times, landslides
and falling rocks
mean preachers
even have to scale
cliffs to reach
churches.

“

THE GAMBIA

It’s not very often a preacher has
to scale a cliff to get into his pulpit,
but that is the kind of terrain that Pu
Zhidui must overcome.
Pu oversees eight churches comprising
2,000 believers in total and getting to
them in Nujiang Lisu prefecture is no
mean feat. The prefecture, in wester
Yunnan province, is flanked by two
4,000-metre-high mountains with
many peaks and rivers in between.
Mountain churches here are mostly
located in remote areas, inaccessible
by any form of transportation. Many
of the lay preachers like 50-year-old
Pu often go on foot for several hours,
trekking narrow paths and crossing
streams. At times, landslides and
falling rocks mean they even have to
scale cliffs.
When I visited recently as part of a
Bible Society team, Pu was waving
his hands about as he preached

passionately at Ou Lu Di Church, which
is perched 1,900 metres above sea
level in Nujiang Lisu’s Fugong county.
He was drawing from John chapter
1. ‘Christ is our light of life. He has
overcome the darkness,’ he exhorted.
Millions of Bibles are printed in China
every year, which would not be
possible without the generosity of
Bible a Month supporters. A donation
of about £100 over one year, for
example, can provide enough Bibles
for a whole congregation in a small
church in Nujiang Lisu. But it’s not
just about Bibles. With an estimated 1
million new believers coming to faith
each year in China, there is a severe
shortage of preachers.
Ou Lu Di is one of 360 churches in
Fugong county and Pu preaches
there once every few months.
Fugong has 80,000 Christians but
just 67 lay preachers, including
Pu, and four pastors. That’s one
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Bible students receive Bible study books in China. Photo credit: Dag Smemo

CHINA

He told me how his mother was healed
of her long-term illness after coming to
Christ, and that later his wife didn’t tell
him she’d been hospitalised because
she didn’t want him distracted from
his studies.
‘I was hanging on to Matthew 6:33,
“But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.”
I just had to commit my family to
the Lord,’ Pu, now a father, said.

Thanks to the regular giving of
Bible a Month supporters, longterm plans can now be drawn
up to ensure that preachers like
Pu receive vital support when
they need it. Your generosity also
provides preachers with quality
Bible teaching tools, resources
and training. Knowing that Bible
a Month readers are praying for
them in England and Wales is also
a great encouragement to pastors
like Pu.
Despite the rough terrain and financial
issues, Pu is clear about his calling.
‘God loves us, I’ve seen his grace and
goodness in my life and my family.
Philippians 3.8 says it for me, “Indeed,
I count everything as loss because
of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.”’ (ESV)
Thank you for your continued support
of Bible mission in China.

Lay preacher Pu Zhidui pointing the direction to another church, two mountains
away, at which he is shepherding.

Photo credit: Ed Compean

A message from our
Chief Executive Paul Williams

Every year, more than a few preachers
leave the ministry because they face
insurmountable problems and just
cannot survive. Your generosity is
helping change that. Take the example
of Wang Zhengrong.

A Christian mother holding her Bible from Bible Society in Mozambique, one
of the countries to benefit from the Rescue and Recovery Fund.

Cynthia Oh

Former communication
Manager of United Bible
Societies China
Partnership.

Pu Zhidui preaching at a Saturday evening
service.

The coronavirus crisis has affected all of
us, and we at Bible Society have felt this
as deeply as anyone. We’ve been living
with the coronavirus pandemic now
since March, and we’ve had to learn
new ways of working and supporting
our partners and volunteers. At times
this has been very challenging, but the
good news is that with your support
we continue to serve God’s kingdom
in Bible mission as we always have.
One way that we’ve done this is by
playing a part in helping Bible Societies
around the world. In many countries,
Societies engaged in vital Bible
translation, distribution and literacy
work rely on Bible sales to fund their
work. Lockdowns and travel restrictions
have meant that this income has dried
up. Thanks to your amazingly generous
support we’ve already been able to help
many of these through our Rescue and
Recovery Fund.
We’ve also been working hard to
continue resourcing the Open the Book
programme. Nearly 18,000 volunteers
are involved in taking the Bible into
schools, and our team has been
incredibly creative in moving training
and resources online, and helping
Storyteller teams continue connecting

with schools. We’re also working hard
on the Psalm 23 Garden that Bible
Society is sponsoring at the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show next spring. This project
will potentially see thousands of people
engaging with this much-loved Bible
passage, as well as inspiring Psalm 23
community gardens around the country.
This is the kind of work you make
possible – and it’s only a fraction of
what we’re doing! It’s all driven by
our strategy of working to increase
Bible confidence in the Church,
change the conversation about the
Bible in wider culture and encourage
Bible-inspired change in society.
We’re listening and learning all the
time. Key to everything we do is our
belief that God has revealed himself
in the Bible, and that encountering
him there can change lives, for good.
These are very challenging times. But
we believe and trust in God, who is with
each one of us every step of the way –
through illness, frustration, worry for our
friends and family, and everything else
life can throw at us. Thank you for your
partnership in the gospel, and the faith
in his promises that you share with us.
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provided with a motorcycle to aid his
shepherding and Bible distribution.
He now reaches believers quickly and
more safely.
Zhengrong told us he was extremely
grateful to his brothers and sisters
across the other side of the world. He
said his simple prayer is, ‘Lord you were
crucified for me and whatever the
difficulty I face, I will not retreat.’
Photo credit: UBS CP

Prayer pointers
Pray that the
pandemic will
encourage people to
turn to God through
the Scriptures, so that
something good will
emerge from these
bleak times.

Lay preacher Wang Zhengrong reaches
more believers in rural China after
your giving helped provide him with a
motorcycle.

THE GAMBIA
In The Gambia, western Africa, your
support has kept vital Bible work alive
during the coronavirus pandemic. When
the team there saw Bible sales plummet
to zero and local churches closed, they
feared the worst for ministry in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

Ask that God will use
Open the Book and
the Psalm 23 Garden
to reach into the
hearts of people of all
ages.

But thanks to your regular Bible a
Month donations, help arrived. General
Secretary Michael Ellis said, ‘It is a big
relief knowing that at least the staff
salaries are secured. Your support is a
testament to God fixing things.

Thank the Lord for
the community
of Bible a Month
supporters who make
such a big difference
to the lives of many
worldwide.

language, plus Scripture-based literacy
classes for girls and young women.
Around 60,000 people will benefit from
the Jola Bible, due for completion in
December 2022. And literacy classes
have continued safely for many
students throughout this year.

‘There are so many needs but we will
prioritise the provision of face masks
and PPE to all beneficiaries of our
projects.’

Thank God that he
listens to every single
one of our prayers.

As well as providing immediate help
to Christians in The Gambia, your
gifts have funded two key projects: a
first Bible translation into Jola, a local

Pray that more preachers
and pastors will enter
the mission field where
they are sorely needed,
especially by Christians
who are new to the faith
and need guidance.

Ask God to grant wisdom
and courage to Bible
school graduates so that
they will persevere in their
calling.

Pray for physical and
spiritual strength for
pastors like Zhengrong
serving rural churches.

Zhengrong would travel thousands
of miles on foot every year to minister
at ten different villages spread out in
mountainous Yunnan province. He
was often away from home five days
at a time. This autumn, thanks to you,
Zhengrong was one of 14 Christians

#
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An estimated 1 million people come to
faith in China each year. Your generosity
through Bible a Month not only provides
them with Scriptures, but also with the
biblical resources and leadership they
need to develop and strengthen their
faith. Your kind giving provides more
theological and discipleship training
and crucial support for lay preachers.

M I S S I O N U P D AT E

Photo credit: Deborah Yuen

The Fugong area is one of China’s
poorest with the people and the
lay preachers mostly subsistence
farmers, eking out a simple living by
planting corn and potatoes. Due to
the demands of church ministry, some
devote themselves full-time to Bible

Serving God in the
pandemic thanks
to your continued
support

‘Seeing that I spend so much time in
church, my non-Christian friends had
actually asked me if I received any
monetary support as a preacher!’

December
prayer pointers

CHINA

Photo credit: ????

Pu told me how he still remembers
reading the Bible by candlelight on
his bed in the dormitory of Fugong
Bible School. ‘I was reading through
the entire Bible for the very first time
and I was very moved by God’s word,’
recalled Pu, going back 20 years.

mission, even though they are not
financially supported by the church.

Photo credit: Deborah Yuen

leader per 1,000 Christians, but
the believers aren’t all in the same
place!

Young people hold their brand new Bibles
provided by Bible Society in The Gambia.

Glory be to God for the
incredible number of
people in China coming
to faith.

January
prayer pointers
Give thanks for good
progress on the Jola Bible
which, when complete,
will be available in audio,
new reader booklets and
through worship songs.

Pray for hundreds of
girls and young women
learning to read in our
classes, where they use
the Bible as the main text.
Pray their hearts will be
open to God’s word.

Pray for the safety and
protection of our staff
during the pandemic.
They are determined to
keep providing God’s
word to people who want
it – but the work carries
a risk.

He told me how his mother was healed
of her long-term illness after coming to
Christ, and that later his wife didn’t tell
him she’d been hospitalised because
she didn’t want him distracted from
his studies.
‘I was hanging on to Matthew 6:33,
“But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.”
I just had to commit my family to
the Lord,’ Pu, now a father, said.

Thanks to the regular giving of
Bible a Month supporters, longterm plans can now be drawn
up to ensure that preachers like
Pu receive vital support when
they need it. Your generosity also
provides preachers with quality
Bible teaching tools, resources
and training. Knowing that Bible
a Month readers are praying for
them in England and Wales is also
a great encouragement to pastors
like Pu.
Despite the rough terrain and financial
issues, Pu is clear about his calling.
‘God loves us, I’ve seen his grace and
goodness in my life and my family.
Philippians 3.8 says it for me, “Indeed,
I count everything as loss because
of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.”’ (ESV)
Thank you for your continued support
of Bible mission in China.

Lay preacher Pu Zhidui pointing the direction to another church, two mountains
away, at which he is shepherding.

Photo credit: Ed Compean

A message from our
Chief Executive Paul Williams

Every year, more than a few preachers
leave the ministry because they face
insurmountable problems and just
cannot survive. Your generosity is
helping change that. Take the example
of Wang Zhengrong.

A Christian mother holding her Bible from Bible Society in Mozambique, one
of the countries to benefit from the Rescue and Recovery Fund.

Cynthia Oh

Former communication
Manager of United Bible
Societies China
Partnership.

Pu Zhidui preaching at a Saturday evening
service.

The coronavirus crisis has affected all of
us, and we at Bible Society have felt this
as deeply as anyone. We’ve been living
with the coronavirus pandemic now
since March, and we’ve had to learn
new ways of working and supporting
our partners and volunteers. At times
this has been very challenging, but the
good news is that with your support
we continue to serve God’s kingdom
in Bible mission as we always have.
One way that we’ve done this is by
playing a part in helping Bible Societies
around the world. In many countries,
Societies engaged in vital Bible
translation, distribution and literacy
work rely on Bible sales to fund their
work. Lockdowns and travel restrictions
have meant that this income has dried
up. Thanks to your amazingly generous
support we’ve already been able to help
many of these through our Rescue and
Recovery Fund.
We’ve also been working hard to
continue resourcing the Open the Book
programme. Nearly 18,000 volunteers
are involved in taking the Bible into
schools, and our team has been
incredibly creative in moving training
and resources online, and helping
Storyteller teams continue connecting

with schools. We’re also working hard
on the Psalm 23 Garden that Bible
Society is sponsoring at the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show next spring. This project
will potentially see thousands of people
engaging with this much-loved Bible
passage, as well as inspiring Psalm 23
community gardens around the country.
This is the kind of work you make
possible – and it’s only a fraction of
what we’re doing! It’s all driven by
our strategy of working to increase
Bible confidence in the Church,
change the conversation about the
Bible in wider culture and encourage
Bible-inspired change in society.
We’re listening and learning all the
time. Key to everything we do is our
belief that God has revealed himself
in the Bible, and that encountering
him there can change lives, for good.
These are very challenging times. But
we believe and trust in God, who is with
each one of us every step of the way –
through illness, frustration, worry for our
friends and family, and everything else
life can throw at us. Thank you for your
partnership in the gospel, and the faith
in his promises that you share with us.

BIBLE A MONTH NEWSLETTER | DEC 2020/JAN 2021 |

provided with a motorcycle to aid his
shepherding and Bible distribution.
He now reaches believers quickly and
more safely.
Zhengrong told us he was extremely
grateful to his brothers and sisters
across the other side of the world. He
said his simple prayer is, ‘Lord you were
crucified for me and whatever the
difficulty I face, I will not retreat.’
Photo credit: UBS CP

Prayer pointers
Pray that the
pandemic will
encourage people to
turn to God through
the Scriptures, so that
something good will
emerge from these
bleak times.

Lay preacher Wang Zhengrong reaches
more believers in rural China after
your giving helped provide him with a
motorcycle.

THE GAMBIA
In The Gambia, western Africa, your
support has kept vital Bible work alive
during the coronavirus pandemic. When
the team there saw Bible sales plummet
to zero and local churches closed, they
feared the worst for ministry in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

Ask that God will use
Open the Book and
the Psalm 23 Garden
to reach into the
hearts of people of all
ages.

But thanks to your regular Bible a
Month donations, help arrived. General
Secretary Michael Ellis said, ‘It is a big
relief knowing that at least the staff
salaries are secured. Your support is a
testament to God fixing things.

Thank the Lord for
the community
of Bible a Month
supporters who make
such a big difference
to the lives of many
worldwide.

language, plus Scripture-based literacy
classes for girls and young women.
Around 60,000 people will benefit from
the Jola Bible, due for completion in
December 2022. And literacy classes
have continued safely for many
students throughout this year.

‘There are so many needs but we will
prioritise the provision of face masks
and PPE to all beneficiaries of our
projects.’

Thank God that he
listens to every single
one of our prayers.

As well as providing immediate help
to Christians in The Gambia, your
gifts have funded two key projects: a
first Bible translation into Jola, a local

Pray that more preachers
and pastors will enter
the mission field where
they are sorely needed,
especially by Christians
who are new to the faith
and need guidance.

Ask God to grant wisdom
and courage to Bible
school graduates so that
they will persevere in their
calling.

Pray for physical and
spiritual strength for
pastors like Zhengrong
serving rural churches.

Zhengrong would travel thousands
of miles on foot every year to minister
at ten different villages spread out in
mountainous Yunnan province. He
was often away from home five days
at a time. This autumn, thanks to you,
Zhengrong was one of 14 Christians

#
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An estimated 1 million people come to
faith in China each year. Your generosity
through Bible a Month not only provides
them with Scriptures, but also with the
biblical resources and leadership they
need to develop and strengthen their
faith. Your kind giving provides more
theological and discipleship training
and crucial support for lay preachers.

M I S S I O N U P D AT E
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The Fugong area is one of China’s
poorest with the people and the
lay preachers mostly subsistence
farmers, eking out a simple living by
planting corn and potatoes. Due to
the demands of church ministry, some
devote themselves full-time to Bible

Serving God in the
pandemic thanks
to your continued
support

‘Seeing that I spend so much time in
church, my non-Christian friends had
actually asked me if I received any
monetary support as a preacher!’

December
prayer pointers

CHINA
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Pu told me how he still remembers
reading the Bible by candlelight on
his bed in the dormitory of Fugong
Bible School. ‘I was reading through
the entire Bible for the very first time
and I was very moved by God’s word,’
recalled Pu, going back 20 years.

mission, even though they are not
financially supported by the church.

Photo credit: Deborah Yuen

leader per 1,000 Christians, but
the believers aren’t all in the same
place!

Young people hold their brand new Bibles
provided by Bible Society in The Gambia.

Glory be to God for the
incredible number of
people in China coming
to faith.

January
prayer pointers
Give thanks for good
progress on the Jola Bible
which, when complete,
will be available in audio,
new reader booklets and
through worship songs.

Pray for hundreds of
girls and young women
learning to read in our
classes, where they use
the Bible as the main text.
Pray their hearts will be
open to God’s word.

Pray for the safety and
protection of our staff
during the pandemic.
They are determined to
keep providing God’s
word to people who want
it – but the work carries
a risk.

He told me how his mother was healed
of her long-term illness after coming to
Christ, and that later his wife didn’t tell
him she’d been hospitalised because
she didn’t want him distracted from
his studies.
‘I was hanging on to Matthew 6:33,
“But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.”
I just had to commit my family to
the Lord,’ Pu, now a father, said.

Thanks to the regular giving of
Bible a Month supporters, longterm plans can now be drawn
up to ensure that preachers like
Pu receive vital support when
they need it. Your generosity also
provides preachers with quality
Bible teaching tools, resources
and training. Knowing that Bible
a Month readers are praying for
them in England and Wales is also
a great encouragement to pastors
like Pu.
Despite the rough terrain and financial
issues, Pu is clear about his calling.
‘God loves us, I’ve seen his grace and
goodness in my life and my family.
Philippians 3.8 says it for me, “Indeed,
I count everything as loss because
of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.”’ (ESV)
Thank you for your continued support
of Bible mission in China.

Lay preacher Pu Zhidui pointing the direction to another church, two mountains
away, at which he is shepherding.
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A message from our
Chief Executive Paul Williams

Every year, more than a few preachers
leave the ministry because they face
insurmountable problems and just
cannot survive. Your generosity is
helping change that. Take the example
of Wang Zhengrong.

A Christian mother holding her Bible from Bible Society in Mozambique, one
of the countries to benefit from the Rescue and Recovery Fund.

Cynthia Oh

Former communication
Manager of United Bible
Societies China
Partnership.

Pu Zhidui preaching at a Saturday evening
service.

The coronavirus crisis has affected all of
us, and we at Bible Society have felt this
as deeply as anyone. We’ve been living
with the coronavirus pandemic now
since March, and we’ve had to learn
new ways of working and supporting
our partners and volunteers. At times
this has been very challenging, but the
good news is that with your support
we continue to serve God’s kingdom
in Bible mission as we always have.
One way that we’ve done this is by
playing a part in helping Bible Societies
around the world. In many countries,
Societies engaged in vital Bible
translation, distribution and literacy
work rely on Bible sales to fund their
work. Lockdowns and travel restrictions
have meant that this income has dried
up. Thanks to your amazingly generous
support we’ve already been able to help
many of these through our Rescue and
Recovery Fund.
We’ve also been working hard to
continue resourcing the Open the Book
programme. Nearly 18,000 volunteers
are involved in taking the Bible into
schools, and our team has been
incredibly creative in moving training
and resources online, and helping
Storyteller teams continue connecting

with schools. We’re also working hard
on the Psalm 23 Garden that Bible
Society is sponsoring at the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show next spring. This project
will potentially see thousands of people
engaging with this much-loved Bible
passage, as well as inspiring Psalm 23
community gardens around the country.
This is the kind of work you make
possible – and it’s only a fraction of
what we’re doing! It’s all driven by
our strategy of working to increase
Bible confidence in the Church,
change the conversation about the
Bible in wider culture and encourage
Bible-inspired change in society.
We’re listening and learning all the
time. Key to everything we do is our
belief that God has revealed himself
in the Bible, and that encountering
him there can change lives, for good.
These are very challenging times. But
we believe and trust in God, who is with
each one of us every step of the way –
through illness, frustration, worry for our
friends and family, and everything else
life can throw at us. Thank you for your
partnership in the gospel, and the faith
in his promises that you share with us.
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provided with a motorcycle to aid his
shepherding and Bible distribution.
He now reaches believers quickly and
more safely.
Zhengrong told us he was extremely
grateful to his brothers and sisters
across the other side of the world. He
said his simple prayer is, ‘Lord you were
crucified for me and whatever the
difficulty I face, I will not retreat.’
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Prayer pointers
Pray that the
pandemic will
encourage people to
turn to God through
the Scriptures, so that
something good will
emerge from these
bleak times.

Lay preacher Wang Zhengrong reaches
more believers in rural China after
your giving helped provide him with a
motorcycle.

THE GAMBIA
In The Gambia, western Africa, your
support has kept vital Bible work alive
during the coronavirus pandemic. When
the team there saw Bible sales plummet
to zero and local churches closed, they
feared the worst for ministry in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

Ask that God will use
Open the Book and
the Psalm 23 Garden
to reach into the
hearts of people of all
ages.

But thanks to your regular Bible a
Month donations, help arrived. General
Secretary Michael Ellis said, ‘It is a big
relief knowing that at least the staff
salaries are secured. Your support is a
testament to God fixing things.

Thank the Lord for
the community
of Bible a Month
supporters who make
such a big difference
to the lives of many
worldwide.

language, plus Scripture-based literacy
classes for girls and young women.
Around 60,000 people will benefit from
the Jola Bible, due for completion in
December 2022. And literacy classes
have continued safely for many
students throughout this year.

‘There are so many needs but we will
prioritise the provision of face masks
and PPE to all beneficiaries of our
projects.’

Thank God that he
listens to every single
one of our prayers.

As well as providing immediate help
to Christians in The Gambia, your
gifts have funded two key projects: a
first Bible translation into Jola, a local

Pray that more preachers
and pastors will enter
the mission field where
they are sorely needed,
especially by Christians
who are new to the faith
and need guidance.

Ask God to grant wisdom
and courage to Bible
school graduates so that
they will persevere in their
calling.

Pray for physical and
spiritual strength for
pastors like Zhengrong
serving rural churches.

Zhengrong would travel thousands
of miles on foot every year to minister
at ten different villages spread out in
mountainous Yunnan province. He
was often away from home five days
at a time. This autumn, thanks to you,
Zhengrong was one of 14 Christians

#
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An estimated 1 million people come to
faith in China each year. Your generosity
through Bible a Month not only provides
them with Scriptures, but also with the
biblical resources and leadership they
need to develop and strengthen their
faith. Your kind giving provides more
theological and discipleship training
and crucial support for lay preachers.

M I S S I O N U P D AT E
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The Fugong area is one of China’s
poorest with the people and the
lay preachers mostly subsistence
farmers, eking out a simple living by
planting corn and potatoes. Due to
the demands of church ministry, some
devote themselves full-time to Bible

Serving God in the
pandemic thanks
to your continued
support

‘Seeing that I spend so much time in
church, my non-Christian friends had
actually asked me if I received any
monetary support as a preacher!’

December
prayer pointers

CHINA
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Pu told me how he still remembers
reading the Bible by candlelight on
his bed in the dormitory of Fugong
Bible School. ‘I was reading through
the entire Bible for the very first time
and I was very moved by God’s word,’
recalled Pu, going back 20 years.

mission, even though they are not
financially supported by the church.
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leader per 1,000 Christians, but
the believers aren’t all in the same
place!

Young people hold their brand new Bibles
provided by Bible Society in The Gambia.

Glory be to God for the
incredible number of
people in China coming
to faith.

January
prayer pointers
Give thanks for good
progress on the Jola Bible
which, when complete,
will be available in audio,
new reader booklets and
through worship songs.

Pray for hundreds of
girls and young women
learning to read in our
classes, where they use
the Bible as the main text.
Pray their hearts will be
open to God’s word.

Pray for the safety and
protection of our staff
during the pandemic.
They are determined to
keep providing God’s
word to people who want
it – but the work carries
a risk.
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FOR CHRISTMAS AND BEYOND!
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We know Christmas may be different this year,
but we can still celebrate our gift from God – the
birth of Jesus. We have some brand new, brilliant
gifts and resources available:

Area

Population

Languages

3,705,407 square
miles, 40 times
larger than the
UK

1,394,015,977
million

Standard
Chinese (official),
many regional
languages

It Begins in Bethlehem – A Nativity Rhyme for
Christmastime

Literacy
rates
96.8 %

Our new Christmas children’s booklet gives a
fresh perspective on the nativity with glorious
rhymes from Bob Hartman and lively illustrations
by Mark Beech. There’s an Instant Nativity based
on the booklet and a video animation, which is
perfect for a church service.

N E PA L
B H U TA N

‘I have been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me.’

M YA N M A R
LAOS VIETNAM

Christmas Cards, Stickers and Gifts
We have beautiful cards and stickers based on
the theme of Jesus as the light of the world. For
the perfect gift check out A Christ-mess Story, a
fun book full of poetry, playfulness, honesty and
humour.

Galatians 2.20a (ESV)

For all our Christmas resources go to
biblesociety.org.uk/Christmas
Gifts beyond Christmas
This year our charity gifts are back and they’re
even bigger and better than before!
We have a choice of 10 gifts. A family member
or friend will receive a beautifully printed card
printed with your own personal message.
As well as giving a lovely gift you will also be
supporting Bible mission.
A gift of £5 provides a Bible to a child in Malawi,
£10 can help open up a new path for prisoners
in England and Wales through the word of
God, while £45 can provide Bible-based literacy
classes for women in Africa, many of them
widows desperately in need of skills to help
them provide for their family. Please take a look
at biblesociety.org.uk/charitygifts
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YOU R STO R I ES & COM M E NT S
You are part of a community of 23,000 people, committed to seeing God’s word
change lives around the world. Here’s a snapshot of what some of you have to say!
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M A U R I TA N I A

Area

Population

Languages

4,363 square
miles, about 55
times smaller
than the UK

2.2 million

English (official),
Mandinka, Wolof,
Fula, other local
languages

Literacy
rates

THE
GAMBIA

GUINEA

BURKINA
FA S O

CÔTE
D’IVOIRE

GUINEA-BISSAU

Mary

Encouraging people to own a Bible,
read and act upon it, is one of the most
important things for us Christians to do.

Especially glad of the work in prisons.
God bless your vital work in Jesus’
name.

50.8 %

SENEGAL
MALI

Shirley

‘My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.’
Psalm 121.2 (ESV)

Frances

Rosemary

So happy to hear Open the Book adapted to the
Covid-19 situation with success and word is still
reaching children. (October–November edition).

I am thrilled and hopeful that before
I die I will know the Bible has been
translated into every language.

We love to hear from you. Email us your thoughts at bam@biblesociety.org.uk or use the comments form
attached. You can also find an online version of the prayer letter at biblesociety.org.uk/bam
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Climbing many
mountains to
spread God’s
word in China
EYEWITNESS
REPORT

“

At times, landslides
and falling rocks
mean preachers
even have to scale
cliffs to reach
churches.

“

THE GAMBIA

It’s not very often a preacher has
to scale a cliff to get into his pulpit,
but that is the kind of terrain that Pu
Zhidui must overcome.
Pu oversees eight churches comprising
2,000 believers in total and getting to
them in Nujiang Lisu prefecture is no
mean feat. The prefecture, in wester
Yunnan province, is flanked by two
4,000-metre-high mountains with
many peaks and rivers in between.
Mountain churches here are mostly
located in remote areas, inaccessible
by any form of transportation. Many
of the lay preachers like 50-year-old
Pu often go on foot for several hours,
trekking narrow paths and crossing
streams. At times, landslides and
falling rocks mean they even have to
scale cliffs.
When I visited recently as part of a
Bible Society team, Pu was waving
his hands about as he preached

passionately at Ou Lu Di Church, which
is perched 1,900 metres above sea
level in Nujiang Lisu’s Fugong county.
He was drawing from John chapter
1. ‘Christ is our light of life. He has
overcome the darkness,’ he exhorted.
Millions of Bibles are printed in China
every year, which would not be
possible without the generosity of
Bible a Month supporters. A donation
of about £100 over one year, for
example, can provide enough Bibles
for a whole congregation in a small
church in Nujiang Lisu. But it’s not
just about Bibles. With an estimated 1
million new believers coming to faith
each year in China, there is a severe
shortage of preachers.
Ou Lu Di is one of 360 churches in
Fugong county and Pu preaches
there once every few months.
Fugong has 80,000 Christians but
just 67 lay preachers, including
Pu, and four pastors. That’s one
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Bible students receive Bible study books in China. Photo credit: Dag Smemo
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