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► discouragement. Some communities were more
self-motivating and active than others.

The graphics group emerged early on as the most 
dedicated, "out-of-the-box", and - interestingly enough 
- the most connected to the world outside church-land.
Over half of the visual artists in this group had no
church background. Most of them were connected to
leading graphic artists, through magazine work or
gallery showings in the city. Some had not even
attended the congregation's worship service before they
started working on their first worship project. It was
hard not to ask the question, "Is there some connection
between the unchurched artists in this group and the
group's passion and creativity levels?" The answer was
not clear, but a new dimension to worship planning was
starting to take shape - evangelism. The witness of a
living community, gathered around the common task
of creation; Christians rubbing shoulders with
non-Christians, inviting them - not to a production -
but to a process. What had begun as a way to craft
corporate worship was becoming a way to fulfil the
24/7 worship mandate of Romans 12.1 ("present your
bodies as living sacrifices"). Worship-as-event was
exploding out of the doors. It was
worship-gone-missional - completely anti-intuitive in a
church-world of mailshots, slick presentations,
demographics, and "Come see what we created just for
you" (even though we don't know you and really don't
want to take the time to know you).

At the very least, crafting worship in community is an 
adventure. An indigenous, unrepeatable adventure that 
affirms that, yes, God does indeed work in the 
particular. God indeed forms communities of faith as 
unique as a retinal imprint. And God indeed goes 
before us, working way outside our plans and strategies. 
The challenge for all of us is to find out where God is 
working, and go there. 
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"WHAT'S THE USE?" THIS PRAGMATIC QUESTION LIES AT 
THE HEART OF A NEW EMPIRICAL FIELD INVESTIGATION 

NOW BEGINNING INTO HOW THE BIBLE IS ACTUALLY 
BEING USED IN CURRENT PASTORAL PRACTICE. The 
project forms part of wider collaboration between 
Bible Society and Cardiff University, begun in 1998, 
exploring the uses of the Bible in historical and 
contemporary Christian ministry. Following a successful 
consultation with forty scholars and practitioners from 
Europe and the USA in 2000, a project team is now 
working on three related aspects, to be published 
together: a reader, a critical textbook and a workbook. 

In preparation for the workbook, the question of actual 
use is being addressed. How does the Bible inform 
creative practice? Is the Bible today more of a problem 
than a resource or reference point, and, therefore, 
unused? While questions of this nature may form a 
broad framework for thought, this project is essentially 
exploratory - we want to find out what is happening on 
the ground, to discover people's stories. It is also 
governed by the important demands of utility - we 
want it to be useful in promoting good practice among 
this and the next generation of Bible practitioners. In 
this sense, the project has the potential to inform and 
transform practice, to re-invigorate critical Bible use. 

Phase one is to gather brief and focused information 
from as many sources as possible regarding actual use. 
Phase two is to select and develop a series of case 
studies. The project team are inviting readers of 
TransMission to send them a short account of how they 
actually use the Bible in pastoral practice (or teach its 
use), a summary of any strong views held (positive or 
negative), and profiles of what they would regard as bad 
and good practice. Suggestions for contact with other 
practitioners who might have an interesting 
contribution to make in this context would also be 
welcomed. 

These brief accounts can be sent directly to 
Dr Ian Dickson, either by e-mailing dicksoni@cf.ac.uk 

or by posting them to the Department of Religious and 
Theological Studies, Cardiff University, 
Humanities Building, Colum Drive, Cardiff CFl0 3EV 
telephone 029 2087 4240 ext. 5479. 

This project creates an important and unique 
opportunity for a working partnership with those wh 
concerns lie in the greater effectiveness of Christian 
practice. The findings are awaited with great interest.


