
iN my hOme COuNTRy OF COSTa 
RiCa, in central america, Christianity is 
the major religion – but 60 per cent of 
the population are nominal Christians. 
a year ago, a new government was 
voted in, and they are actively pursuing 
a secular system.

Our response is this: we aim to put a 
Bible in every Costa Rican home – one 
million Bibles – in five years. Last year, 
we distributed 150,000 Bibles and in 
2015 we’ll distribute 100,000 more. 
The Catholic Church has also requested 

a further 300,000 Bibles. 

We work with churches and volunteers 
to go door to door in neighbourhoods to 
give people a Bible, along with a leaflet 
which helps them get started in the 
books of Psalms or Proverbs, or in the 
New Testament. 

i am sure that by putting a Bible 
in every home we’re sowing a seed 
of hope. it doesn’t matter if the 
government fulfil their idea of creating 
a secular Costa Rica because in every 

mayra ugalde, General Secretary 
of Bible Society in Costa Rica

I hoPE ThAT YoU’VE ENjoYED 
YoUR SUmmER. ours got off to 
a great start with over 30 people 
taking part in our mary jones 
challenge. They followed in her 
footsteps and walked 28 miles to 
raise money for Bibles for Alpha 
participants in Africa. 

In August we got our tents out to go 
to New Wine and momentum. It’s a 
great opportunity to connect with 
our supporters and share our mission 
to offer the Bible to the world. This 
summer also saw the launch of 
Divine Dining, more on that in Club 
Corner. 

Should every household have a 
Bible? our team in Costa Rica thinks 
so. hear about their mission to put a 
Bible in every home in the next five 
years in the Eyewitness Report. Also 
in this issue, thanks to your generous 
support Austria is bringing the Bible 
to those desperate to start a new life 
in a safe country.

Thank you for your faithful prayers 
for the work of Bible Society around 
the world.

John Ranford  
Bible a Month Co-ordinator

continued

Bible a month
 bamc@biblesociety.org.uk 01793 418222 october/November 2015 Issue 173 

To discover other ways in which we offer the Bible to the world visit biblesociety.org.uk

A Bible in every home in Costa Rica in the next five years.
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home there will 
be one seed of 
hope. i pray that 

people will take this Bible and 
engage with it and the Lord 
will speak to their hearts. 

i heard a story: in Three Rivers 
in Cartago, near my home, 
one volunteer knocked on a 
door and an old lady emerged. 
The volunteer said, ‘This is a 
Bible for you and we invite 
you to read it.’ The lady began 
to cry. She said her husband 
had died, she had lost hope, and she 
was considering suicide. Our volunteer 
offered to pray with this lady. She 
agreed, and the next day the lady came 
to church for the first time. 

On another occasion, in the jungle area 
of Golfito, i met a man who had tears in 
his eyes as we handed him a Bible. he 
told us he had been praying about how 
to get a copy of the Bible, and couldn’t 
believe it when we knocked on his door 
with one.

This is why this project is important: i 
see the Lord working through this Bible 
distribution.

Please join me in praising God for 
this opportunity to share the Bible 
to the whole of Costa Rica. Pray that 
Costa Ricans would be prompted to 
read and engage with the Bible they 
receive from us. Pray they would use the 
leaflet helping them to get started with 
Scripture, and pray simply that they’ll 
enjoy the depth and richness of the 
Bible.

BIBLE DISTRIBUTIoN IN SYRIA – 
hazel Southam

The fear of abduction and death is 
a daily part of life for Syrian Bible 
distributor, Gaith. We’ve changed his 
name to protect him from possible 
attacks.

Gaith works in northern Syria helping 
to distribute 250,000 Bibles and 
Scripture Portions across the war-torn 
country. ‘Every time we leave our 
headquarters it’s difficult because 
we cannot anticipate what we may 
encounter on the road,’ he said. ‘We don’t know if we will get to our destination or not. 
When I leave my family every morning, I don’t know if I will see them at night.’

more than 200,000 Syrians have lost their lives in four years of armed conflict, which 
began during the Arab Spring of 2011. It is against this background of ongoing conflict 
that Gaith and his colleagues distribute Bibles. ‘Sometimes we are on the road to our 
destination and we are caught in a battle zone,’ he said. ‘We park and wait until things 
calm down and then we continue our journey. There is always the risk of being abducted. 
All the time, every day, I fear that I will not come home at night.’

‘Don’t people need food and shelter more?’ I asked. 

‘on the contrary,’ he said, ‘there is a thirst for the Scriptures because, more important 
than food and shelter and peace, is hope. People find hope in the Word of God. There 
is no hope here. People have lost hope in the country and in the countries that are 
promising some sort of solution. We know of clergymen who take our Bibles into very 
dangerous situations. Because of this, we are motivated to keep going with our work. It 
is risky work. But it is our mission. We can do nothing but fulfill it.’

David Smith, Bible Society’s International Programme manager, said of Gaith, ‘he’s an 
absolute hero. People like Gaith risk their lives every day in order to share the Bible.’

continued from front page

PASS IT oN ThIS BIBLE SUNDAY 

how did you come to faith? It’s likely 
that for most people, someone told 
them about his or her experience 
of encountering jesus through the 
Scriptures. They were handing on what 
someone had told them.

We all value the Bible but its true 
worth lies in using it. We must use it 
or lose it. That’s why the focus of this 
year’s Bible Sunday is: Pass it on. 

most churches celebrate Bible Sunday 
on the allotted day in the Anglican 
lectionary calendar – this year it’s 
Sunday 25 october. But you are free to 
choose any day you wish. 

To help your church celebrate Bible 
Sunday, we’ve produced a range 
of resources, including a video, 
PowerPoint, drama, sermon outline, 
all-age worship material and fun 
fundraising ideas, because Bible 
Sunday is about raising money too – 
for resources to help us reach people 
in this country in both traditional and 
new and imaginative ways. 

This Bible Sunday, let’s celebrate the 
Bible and let’s all help to keep the 
Bible’s message alive for today’s and 
tomorrow’s generations. 

Visit to biblesunday.org and click on 
‘Pass it on’ to access online resources 
or phone 01793 418222 to ask for 
your free Bible Sunday pack. 
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Bible distribution still continues in Syria despite the 
dangers.
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The Bible is sowing seeds of hope.

Bible Sunday 2015 Pass it on… 



PRAYER PoINTERS
• For mayra, who’s been working with Bible Society in Costa 

Rica for 35 years, and her team. Pray for wisdom, courage 
and energy as they work with churches to share the Bible with 
immigrants, and minister to victims of domestic violence. 

• Give thanks for the volunteers who are helping distribute the 
Bible to every home in Costa Rica. Pray they will offer the Bible 
with grace and sensitivity, and pray for God’s protection over 
them as they go door to door.

• For the work with immigrants. many people from Nicaragua, 
eritrea, Russia and Nepal make their way to Costa Rica looking 
for work or a new life, but find it difficult to integrate. We’re 
working with the Department of immigration to distribute 
Bibles in people’s first language, and we’re supporting churches 
who are reaching out to the immigrant community.

• September is the Month of the Bible in Costa Rica. mayra held 
a series of small lunches with key influencers in the world 
of politics. all attendees received a copy of Dr Víctor Burgos 
mariños’ (an internationally renowned professor and former 
high court judge) book, Wisdom and the Criminal Law. his book 
is about the Bible and the Law, based on Proverbs. Please pray 
for all those in attendance as they read the book.

Remove, fold and keep in your Bible or folder

Bible a month
October 2015

WOmeN SuFFeRiNG aT The 
haNDS OF aBuSiVe huSBaNDS 
are being helped in Costa Rica, 
thanks to our unique approach 
of applying the Bible to social 
problems – and thanks to your 
regular support.

We’ve developed a Bible booklet 
called Isha: Women in the 
Bible which we’re distributing 
through the Costa Rican police 
force, as well as through our 
own workshops on values and 
dignity. Domestic violence is a 
growing problem in Costa Rica, 
and our work with women is 
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PRAYER PoINTERS

• Give thanks that our team in austria are committed to sharing 
the Bible with refugees, even when it’s not a popular ministry 
in their country. Thank God they are willing to challenge public 
opinion, and show kindness to strangers.

• That for refugees, despite all the challenges, their time in 
austria will be the most important in their life – as they come 
to faith or experience a deeper relationship with Christ through 
the Scriptures.

• For those who come to faith in austria and are baptised. Pray 
they will find churches and fellowships where they can grow as 
Christians.

• For Christians in austria, that they would reach out to the 
refugees with the love of Christ. 

• For refugees being sent back to their home countries or to 
other countries in the european union. Pray they will take the 
Scriptures with them, and pray they would share the Bible with 
other migrants they meet along the way.

To discover other ways in which we offer the Bible to the world visit biblesociety.org.uk

CoSTA RICA
about helping people engage 
with Scripture, and see that its 
stories, characters and themes are 
relevant today.

mayra ugalde, who leads the 
work in Costa Rica, said, ‘We talk 
about the lives of women in the 
Bible, and show how the Lord 
treats them. Women here start 
to see that God is not “cultural” 
but rather, he loves them and 
dignifies them.’

We’ve recently formed a new 
partnership with our colleagues 
in Costa Rica and will be working 
with them closely over the next 
five years. The local team have 
strong links with all church 
denominations, and have big 
ambitions to extend their ministry 
despite the government’s move 
towards secularisation. as well as 
supporting victims of domestic 
violence, we’re aiming to provide 
a Bible to every family in the 
country (see eyewitness report).  
We’re also distributing 100,000 
Bibles to immigrants. 

AUSTRIA

auSTRia haS ONe OF The 
hiGheST ratio of refugees to 
natives in the european union, 
and in the last two years there’s 
been a steady stream of people 
arriving from Syria, iraq and 
afghanistan. 

Refugees come desperate to 
start a new life in a safe country, 
but even after completing an 
often arduous journey, they face 
significant challenges. The asylum 
process usually takes three years, 
but can take up to 12. many 
austrians are wary of strangers; 
they see them as a threat to their 
jobs and way of life. 

it means our ministry with 

refugees has become the top 
priority in austria. Thanks to 
your regular support through 
Bible a Month, we distribute 
free or highly subsidised Bibles 
in all languages, reaching 7,000 
people a year. We run a monthly 
prayer meeting for Christians 
working with refugees, and we 
have an exhibition which tours 
austria to promote a biblical 
attitude towards welcoming the 
stranger. We put Scriptures in 
libraries, in prisons, detention 
centres and refugee homes, 
and distribute free Scripture 
Selections, particularly to muslims 
who are reluctant to accept a full 
Bible.

Through this, we believe every 
refugee entering austria has the 
opportunity to access the Bible 
and meet with Jesus. it’s led to 
many baptisms among refugees 
from iran and afghanistan, 
in particular, and detention 
centre staff have reported better 
behaviour, less violence and fewer 
drugs among Bible-readers. 

thank you for helping others to encounter the Bible.

thank you for your faithful prayers.
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The Bible is being applied to social 
problems to help those suffering 
from domestic abuse.

Romanian refugees sitting in the 
rain at the Traiskirchen refugee 
camp, Austria.
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Area: 51,100 sq km approx. 21% area of UK

Population: 4,755,234 approx. 7% of UK population

Literacy: 97.8%

Languages: Spanish (official), English

‘You listen to the longings of those who suffer. You offer 
them hope, and you pay attention to their cries for help. You 
defend orphans and everyone else in need, so that no one on 
earth can terrify others again.’ Psalm 10.17–18  (CEV)
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Area: 83,871sq km 1/3 area of UK

Population: 8,223,062 approx. 13% of UK population

Literacy: 98%

Languages: German (official), Turkish 2.3%,  
Serbian 2.2%, Croatian1.6%

‘You have been a place of safety for the poor and needy in 
times of trouble. Brutal enemies pounded us like a heavy 
rain or the heat of the sun at midday, but you were our 
shelter.’ Isaiah 25.4 (CEV)

Bible a month
Club Corner

Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter which 
will feature reports from Algeria and Ethiopia.

Thank you so much for your support which is helping 
others to encounter the Bible. 

Remember that if your circumstances change you can 
alter your gift at any time. To increase or decrease your 
regular donation call us on: 01793 418222.

If you’re paying by direct debit you can fill in the form 
below and post it to us at: Bible Society, Stonehill 
Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG.

I would like to change my monthly gift to ……....………..

Please sign here……...................................................…………..

Bible a month
I

COstA RICA FaCTFiLe
This August we launched Divine Dining, a chance for you to try 
new recipes, share a meal with friends while offering the Bible to 
communities in a format they can understand.

For more information and to get involved visit: biblesociety.org.uk/
divinedining 

‘Go ahead—eat your food and be happy; drink your wine and be 
cheerful. It’s all right with God.’ Ecclesiastes 9.7 (GNB) 

Are you hosting or attending a Divine Dining event? We’d love to 
hear how it went, get in touch at: bamc@biblesociety.org.uk

To submit your story to Club Corner, please email bamc@biblesociety.org.uk or write 
to us at the address at the bottom of the page. Your Club Corner story may be edited 
and we cannot guarantee its inclusion. Please ensure you include a return address so 
we can return any materials.

AustRIA FaCTFiLe

Bible Society          Registered charity no 232759          T 01793 418222          biblesociety.org.uk

In aid of Bible Society

You are invited to join us in a heavenly meal

at (address)

on (date)                               (time)
  

RSVP to (organiser)                         (by)


