
at 20 years old Groum Pale is an intelligent 
young man with a charming manner and 
warm smile. He sits with 13 other young 
people on garden chairs in a small inner-city 
courtyard and reads to them from an amharic 
Bible. 

it is hard to imagine that this bright young 
man grew up on the streets of ethiopia’s 
capital city, addis ababa. Having lost his 
parents to HiV at a young age, Groum and 
his two sisters had no other choice but to join 
the 60,000 or so other children living on the 
streets. it is a desperate existence: surviving 
on scraps of food from rubbish bins, their 

stomachs infested with worms and hair and 
skin swarming with lice. 

Groum explained how he and his sisters ‘lost 
part of their childhood.’ With the horrible 
things they saw on the streets, they grew up 
fearing tomorrow and not knowing where they 
would spend each night.

around the age of 9, Groum and his sisters 
were rescued by Hannah’s Orphanage, a 
Christian-run home for street kids in addis 
ababa. The home provides schooling, 
clothes, medication and spiritual guidance 
for the children. Bible Society provides audio 
Bibles (Proclaimers) to the home as part of 

Grace Smith

HOW dO PeOPLe COnneCT WITH 
THe BIBLe WHen THey HAve neveR 
LeARnT HOW TO ReAd?

In this issue we hear how the Bible is 
being shared in ethiopia through our 
Faith Comes by Hearing programme. 
There is an update from the West 
Balkans, where your generous support 
has helped bring relief and hope to 
the victims of the terrifying floods 
earlier this year. It’s wonderful to see 
how the Bible has given comfort and 
hope to so many over the last 12 
months.

We also combine old and new, 
with the launch of our heritage 
centre in Bala - Byd Mary Jones 
World. Celebrating the inspiration 
that started Bible Society over 200 
years ago, and reminding us of the 
progress that has been made in Bible 
translation and distribution since. 
We thank God for you, our faithful 
supporters, and for your generosity, 
which has allowed us to continue our 
work over the years.
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 Groum spends time reading the Bible to younger children at Hannah’s Orphanage
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For unto you is born this day in the city of david a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2.11)



the Faith Comes By Hearing 
project and it was through 
this that Groum discovered 
Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.

‘We loved hearing about these wonderful 
stories of the Bible and we would try to repeat 
the stories to each other at night... it has 
changed my life in every situation. With my 
friends, if we got into hardships, we would 
recite passages out loud that we had heard 
and encourage each other. Listening to the 
Proclaimer was our favourite pastime.’ 

Today, Groum has just passed the National 
University entry exam. He plans to become 
a civil engineer and aspires to change his 
country for the better. He spends his free time 
helping younger street kids and orphans with 
day-to-day challenges and advice. 

He told me ‘this all happened not by my own 
ability but because Christ is with me. if you 
have Christ, i believe you have everything, 
even if you don’t have anything. He is 
everything to me, and the biggest treasure’. 

Bible Society is providing Proclaimers to 
communities all over ethiopia and it is 
heartening to know that Groum’s story is just 
one of many.

Please join me in praying that we reach more 
children like Groum as the Faith Comes By 
Hearing project expands across the country 
and around the world.

Your support Is helpIng street 
ChIlDren In eCuaDor

Let the Children come to me is a Bible 
Society project in ecuador; focusing on 
providing Bible materials and education to 
vulnerable children, living in poverty. 

Jimmy Gordon, general secretary of the 
Bible Society of ecuador, and his team have 
trained over 200 Sunday school teachers 
from 72 churches, in areas such as La 
Florida, Bastian Popular and Isla Trinitaria. 

In turn, they have reached over 3,000 
children, aged 6-12, with the Bible. To ensure they reach as many people as possible, 
church services are held on the streets and in other public spaces like car parks and green 
areas. Sharing Bible materials with children and young people in their own environments 
has a much higher impact. Increasing numbers are taking up positions of responsibility in 
churches and some are hoping to train as pastors. 

The aim is to keep expanding this project and bring more children closer to Jesus, through 
the Bible. during a visit to one of the churches, Jimmy met 7-year-old Beatriz. He told her 
the story of Lazarus and how Jesus cried upon hearing of his death. Beatriz was surprised 
that Jesus would cry but knowing this story, helped her understand Jesus’ love for people 
and the world. 

Please join us in praying for Jimmy and his team, as they work to open the Bible to children 
across ecuador.

continued from front page

MarY Jones WorlD

On 5 October 2014, we held the official 
opening of Byd Mary Jones World in 
Bala, north Wales. This new Bible 
Society visitor and education centre 
is based at St Beuno’s church and has 
been re-developed using traditional 
and local materials. Situated in the 
heart of the story’s original setting, Byd 
Mary Jones World takes visitors on an 
interactive and engaging journey. It 
celebrates the exceptional story of this 
16 year old girl who walked 26 miles 
for a Bible of her own, and how this 
act of determination inspired men and 
women from Wales to share the Bible 
with the world.  

The centre is open for schools and 
group bookings from november–March 
and will re-open to the public on April 
2015. 

To book a visit or find out more email 
centre.manager@bydmaryjonesworld.
org.uk or call 0808 1784 909
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They have reached over 3,000 children with the Bible
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Groum with a Proclaimer in his own language



Remove, fold and keep in your Bible or folder
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in the morning of 15 May 
catastrophic floods hit Serbia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Croatia (West Balkans). The 
floods came without warning. 
crops, houses, and livestock 
were all lost. People were 
moved to churches and schools 
for shelter; and they still have 
no idea when they can move 
back home. 

Bible a month
January 2015
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eTHIOPIA

Distributing Bibles in Ethiopia

Bible Society visited the area 
throughout the summer. With 
the help of churches and local 
organisations we distributed 
food, water, blankets and over 
two thousand copies of the 
New Testament.

When Mladen received a New 
Testament he held it tightly 
while his mother, Gordana, 
explained, ‘our only hope is 
to turn to God with our whole 
heart, and if we obey Him, we 
will be saved.’

We shared John 16.33 
together; ‘the world will make 
you suffer. But be brave! i 
have defeated the world.’ 
(CeV)

Your monthly gift is helping 
provide the Bible’s message of 
hope in this difficult time.

thank you for helping others to encounter the Bible.

thank you for your faithful prayers.
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prayEr pointErs

 Í Give thanks for all those who responded to the Balkans 
flood disaster emergency and that we were able to 
distribute aid and Bibles. Give thanks for the welcomed 
response we received and pray that this continues as the 
relief efforts carry on. 

 Í Pray for Bible Society staff and all relief partners as they 
work with the flood victims. Pray that they would have 
energy and wisdom in their work and that they are able to 
continue sharing the Bible in the region.

 Í Pray for Mladen, Gordana, and their family. Pray that they 
would find continued hope and comfort from the Bible as 
they rebuild their lives.

 Í Pray for the region which has been so devastated by wars 
and now floods. Pray for those for whom this is not the 
first time that they have lost everything and had to rebuild 
their lives. Pray that they find hope in God during this time.  

PRAyeR POInTeRS

 Í Please continue to remember ethiopia in your prayers and 
all the work which is being done there.

 Í Thank God for the success of the Faith Comes by Hearing 
project, that it changes the lives of both Christians and 
non-Christians. 

 Í Pray for the production of more audio recordings in 
different languages and for the other countries that use 
their own audio Bibles.

 Í Pray for Groum as he starts university and his work with 
street children. 

around 40% of the population 
of ethiopia are illiterate and 
cannot encounter the Bible on 
their own. However people like 
Groum (see eyewitness report) 
are discovering Jesus through 
Faith Comes by Hearing; a 
Bible listening program, based 
on Romans 10.17, ‘No one can 
have faith without hearing the 
message about Christ’ (CeV).

WeST BALKAnS 

They still don’t know when they can 
return to their homes

Thanks to your support there 
are listening groups in 1,000 
churches. it is also used 
in prisons, refugee camps, 
orphanages and rehabilitation 
centres, reaching 50,000 
people perhaps for the first 
time. 

However, there are roughly 
80 languages spoken in 
ethiopia but only eleven of 
these have been recorded for 
the proclaimer audio player. 
Your monthly gift is helping 
support these recordings and 
other projects across ethiopia, 
such as the Oromo translation, 
compilation of the Ge’ez Bible, 
rehabilitation through the 
Scriptures and giving Bibles to 
high schools and low income 
earners.
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Area: 1,104,300 sq km approx. 4.5 x larger than the UK

Population: 96,633,458 approx. 32% more than the UK

Literacy: 39%

Languages: Oromo, Amharic, Somali, Tigrigna and other 
minority languages

The Word that gives life was from the beginning, and this is 
the one our message is about. Our ears have heard, our own 
eyes have seen, and our hands touched this Word. 

1 John 1.1 (CEV)
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Area: 259,999 sq km approx. 7% larger than the UK

Population: 23,488,609 approx. 37% of the UK

Literacy: 97.6%

Languages: Albanian, Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian,  
Turkish, Roma, Macedonian, Montenegrin

This hope is like a firm and steady anchor for our souls. 

Hebrews 6.19 (CEV)

Bible a month
Club Corner

Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter which 
will feature reports from Vietnam and Cambodia.

Thank you so much for your faithful support. We 
understand that for some it is still a difficult economic 
climate so we want to make it easy for you to be 
giving at a level that is right for you. If you are paying 
by direct debit and would like to change your gift, 
please just indicate your new gift amount below, sign 
it and return to us at the address at the bottom of this 
prayer letter. Alternatively, please call us on 01793 
418222.

I would like to change my monthly gift to ……....………..

Please sign here……...................................................…………..

If you are giving by standing order and would like to 
change your gift amount, please call us on  
01793 418222.

Bible a month
I

West Balkans FaCTFiLe

ethIopIa FaCTFiLe 

Thank you for all your support and prayers for the work of Bible 
Society over the past 12 months. 

We have touched so many lives with the Word of God and this would 
not be possible without you.

For the past eight years, at least, we have done all we can to ensure 
the cost of translating, printing and distributing one Bible stays at, 
or close to £4. However, each year the overall cost has increased to a 
point where we now have to raise it to £5. 

Your monthly gift still makes a huge difference to our work all over 
the world, but if you feel you can increase this to £5, please get in 
touch.

You can: 

Call our contact centre on 01793 418 222

email us at bamc@biblesociety.org.uk 

Or write to us at Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon, 
SN5 7DG 

in the mean time, have a very Happy Christmas and New Year!

To submit your story to Club Corner, please email bamc@biblesociety.org.uk or write to 
us at the address at the bottom of the page. Your Club Corner story may be edited and 
we cannot guarantee its inclusion. Please ensure you include a return address so we can 
return any materials.


