
TheRe iS a LOT OF POveRTY iN BOLivia and 
the people who are most impacted by this are 
children. many end up in orphanages because of 
neglect or family breakdown. Sometimes parents 
move to find work and will leave their children 
behind. 

We partner with children’s homes in 
Cochabamba and all over Bolivia to provide 
Bibles and Scripture materials, and we have seen 
many of these children transformed and restored, 
growing up in the knowledge of God’s love for 
them. 

One of the girls who i have had the privilege of 
watching grow into a wonderful young woman 

is alba. She was just six when her family sent 
her away because they couldn’t afford to look 
after her. She was taken to the city to live with a 
family, but there she was locked in a room and 
expected to cook, clean and look after the other 
children. 

after 3 years she escaped through a window and 
went to the police. They took her to a children’s 
home called Corazon Grande — Big heart — in 
Cochabamba, which we are working with. 

alba, now 16, is a very happy and confident 
young woman. She regularly attends church, and 
is part of the youth group. She has been given 
the opportunity to continue studying english at 

From Fanny Cossio, General 
Secretary of the Bolivian Bible 
Society

FRom THE STREET CHILdREn of 
Guatemala and those abandoned in 
Bolivia, to the current crisis in Israel, 
your support is helping to share the 
Bible with the next generation all over 
the world. 

In this issue you can read an 
eyewitness report from Fanny Cossio, 
General Secretary of the Bolivian Bible 
Society. She re-visited a project at the 
Big Heart Children’s Home and caught 
up with 16-year-old Alma who received 
a new Testament from Bible Society.

This is another example of The Big 
Mission and highlights how important 
it is that we continue to share the 
Bible with the next generation. Thank 
you for being part of this.

John Ranford  
Bible a Month Co-ordinator
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16-year-old Alma reading her New Testament from Bible Society
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a very good school, and then she 
wants to go to university and 
study medicine.  

This year alba went to visit her mother and 
family, it was the first time in ten years that she 
has gone back to her home village. i asked her 
how she felt and she told me she felt sad for her 
family because they are not in a good place and 
they struggle financially. They don’t have God so 
they don’t have the hope that she has, or a nice 
place to live. 

i told alba it doesn’t matter what happened 
before, if you can see what God has done in 
your life you can take it to others and take care 
of other children who come into the home. alba 
has experienced the Word of God and during the 
last four years her life has totally changed. 

Working with children’s homes in four of the 
largest cities in Bolivia, we provide Scripture 
portions and material for children of all ages and 
for their different needs. One of the most popular 
resources is a sticker book, where children 
memorise Bible verses and collect stickers. The 
children love this one and the first two children 
to collect all the stickers, receive an illustrated 
Bible. all of the workbooks the children use 
are interspersed with Bible Stories and verses. 
another book we use, particularly for older 
children is based on the story of the Prodigal 
Son and helps them to learn how to relate to 
God as their father. This is something that is 
very important for these children, many of whom 
don’t have a father or have been neglected by 
their parents. 

GUATEmALA, WInGS oF REFUGE

The Republic of Guatemala sits between 
mexico and Honduras, and has been 
described as one of the most beautiful 
countries in Central America. The 
mountainous landscape is interspersed with 
vast lakes and dense forests. But the beauty 
of this country does not reflect its growing 
culture of violence and crime. 

In January 2013, it was reported that 120 
children under 17 were killed in Guatemala. 
many were killed by other children that had 
been recruited to become ‘little soldiers of 
crime’.  

In response to this alarming trend, the Guatemalan Bible Society has launched Wings of 
Refuge. It is a project focused on reaching the country’s most vulnerable children and using 
the Bible to show them God’s love. 

Through play and workshops in drama and the arts, children confront issues and learn to 
work through them with the help and guidance of the Bible. When asked about the project, 
facilitator Juan Pablo Boror told us ‘I know God is working, it’s amazing to see how the 
word of God acts in their hearts and changes their behaviour’. 

Your regular gift is helping to fund projects like this so that every child is given the chance 
to encounter the Bible.

‘our God, from your sacred home you take care of orphans and protect widows. You find 
families for those who are lonely. You set prisoners free and let them prosper’  
(Psalms 68.5-6 CEV) 

continued from front page

ARE YoU 18 to 30 – oR do YoU KnoW 
SomEonE WHo IS?

If so, take a look at hello world, and 
enter our competition to win a free 
mission trip to Cambodia in november 
2014. This incredible prize will see 
the winners join the country’s biggest 
Christian youth festival in Phnom Penh, 
take part in a Christian radio broadcast 
and experience Cambodia’s rich culture.

Enter at biblesociety.org.uk/helloworld

hello world is our new all-round 
experience for young people. It’s for 
those ready for adventure, who long 
to make a difference in the world. The 
Scheme includes a volunteer placement 
with one of our overseas teams, as 
well as resources to help you explore 
the expansive, inspirational story of 
the Bible more fully. There are also 
opportunities for campaigning and 
fundraising. Visit the website today to 
find out more.

Biblesociety.org.uk/helloworld  
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‘little Soldiers of crime’ living on the streets in 
Guatemala
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Girls from the Big Heart Children’s Home, studying the Bible.

The team in Cambodia in December 2013.



PRAYER PoInTERS
• For Alba, that her future will remain firmly rooted in Christ. 

Pray for opportunities for her to share her story with other 
people.

• Give thanks that Alba has found the strength and healing 
from God to deal with her traumatic past. Pray that other 
children like Alba will grow up secure in the love of Jesus.

• Give thanks for the commitment of all the staff at Bible 
Society partner homes in Cochabamba, La Paz and other 
places in Bolivia. Pray that the Bolivian Bible Society’s 
Scripture educational materials will help young people to 
know God’s love for them.

• Please pray for Fanny Cossio, General Secretary of the 
Bolivian Bible Society as she leads this work to offer the 
Bible to abandoned children and families struggling with 
abuse and violence. Pray that the Bible will transform 
individuals, families and communities. 

• Please pray for all the staff at the Bolivian Bible Society for 
strength and wisdom in the work they do and relationships 
that they build with children and families who have 
experienced neglect and violence. 

Remove, fold and keep in your Bible or folder

Bible a month
August 2014

aLBa’S STORY (see eyewitness 
report) demonstrates the real 
impact of your support through 
Bible a month…a girl who’s come 
to terms with her traumatic past 
and has learned to move on, 
after the Bible was opened up to 
her in childhood. 

alba’s favourite verse is Romans 
8.39 (Cev) because no locked 
door can cut the cord of God’s 
love. ‘Nothing in all creation can 
separate us from God’s love for 
us in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 

She said ‘i thank God because 
he brought me here [Corazon 
Grande]. God has helped me, 

Bible a month
September 2014

PRAYER PoInTERS

• That the war and bloodshed will stop in Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, and that a peaceful settlement can be negotiated 
urgently. Pray that the Israeli and Palestinian leaders will 
have the wisdom and integrity to act in the best interests of 
their people.

• Ask that God will comfort all those suffering the pain of 
losing loved ones, especially those who have lost children in 
the conflict.

• That Christians will be salt and light in their communities, 
and that God will protect them physically and spiritually 
with His love and peace.

• For reconciliation and peace between different communities, 
and pray for the three Bible Societies as they continue to 
serve their people.

To discover other ways in which we offer the Bible to the world visit biblesociety.org.uk

BoLIVIA

Looking for safety in the midst of 
a crisis

Learning to read the Bible in Bolivia 

because i could become a better 
person, i have learned to love 
and forgive. i want to learn more 
about God and i want to share 
my life story with many people so 
that they can carry on with their 
lives. i want to show that God 
will never let us go because he 
will never stop loving us. 

i thank God for all the people 
who have looked after me and 
helped me and i thank you 
for your prayers, knowing that 
there are people praying for 
me and they hope the best for 
me, and knowing that you have 
not forgotten me. Thank you so 
much for helping, and for all your 
prayers.’

The Bolivian Bible Society is 
dedicated to bringing hope and 
healing to children like alba,‘we 
are working in 55 orphanages, 
and we want to reach 6,000 
children and teenagers like 
alba,’ said Fanny Cossio, General 
Secretary of the Bolivian Bible 
Society.

BIBLE LAndS

aS The WaR between Gaza and 
israel intensifies, our staff in the 
Bible Lands have asked you to 
join them in prayer.

Leaders of Bible Societies serving 
the israeli, arab-israeli and 
Palestinian communities have 
met together to pray – and are 
discussing the launch of a joint 
project once peace has been 
restored.

victor Kalisher from the israeli 
Bible Society, Dina Katanacho, 
who leads the arab-israeli Bible 
Society, and Nashat Filmon, 
Palestinian Bible Society, have 

all been personally touched by 
the events of recent weeks. victor 
has taken shelter in an air-raid 
shelter on several occasions, 
Nashat knows a number of 
people in Gaza who are affected, 
and despite the risks Dina had a 
blessed alpha course conference 
in Jerusalem.

They are all determined to 
continue their ministry to share 
the Bible in these dangerous 
and turbulent times – and your 
regular support ensures that 
Scripture is offered to children, 
families and refugees across the 
region. 

Graham Baxter, from United 
Bible Societies, said, ‘The 
situation in the Bible Lands is 
complex and layered, but to 
see our staff coming together 
to pray for peace, wisdom 
and reconciliation… it’s says 
something about the power 
of the Bible to unite fractured 
communities. Please join us all in 
praying.’

Thank you for helping others to encounter the Bible.

Thank you for your faithful prayers.
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August 2014

Area: 1,098,581 sq km approx. 4.5 x larger than the UK. 

Population: 10,631,486 approx. 17% of the UK pop.

Literacy: 91.2%

Languages: Spanish, Quechua, Aymara and other  
minority languages

‘And not powers above or powers below. Nothing in all 
creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord!’ Romans 8.39 (CEV)
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Bible a month
September 2014

Area: 28,292 sq km approx. 11% of the UK 

Population: 12,369,281 approx. 19% of the UK pop.

Literacy: 94%

Languages: Hebrew, Arabic, English

‘Stay joined to me, and I will stay joined to you. Just as a 
branch cannot produce fruit unless it stays joined to the 
vine, you cannot produce fruit unless you stay joined to me.’ 
John 15.4 (CEV)

Bible a month
Club Corner

Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter which 
will feature reports from Bethlehem and Ukraine.

Thank you so much for your faithful support. We 
understand that for some it is still a difficult economic 
climate so we want to make it easy for you to be giving 
at a level that is right for you. If you are paying by 
direct debit and would like to change your gift, please 
just indicate your new gift amount below, sign it and 
return to us at the address at the bottom of this prayer 
letter. Alternatively, please call us on 01793 418222.

I would like to change my monthly gift to ……....………..

Please sign here……...................................................…………..

If you are giving by standing order and would like to 
change your gift amount, please call us on 01793 
418222.

Bible a month
I

BolIvIA FaCTFiLe

The BiG miSSiON iN 2015

This year our supporter calendar is taking on the theme of The 
Big Mission and we would love to fill it with your chosen Bible 
verses and pictures that represent what The Big Mission means to 
you. For more information and to submit your entries, please visit 
biblesociety.org.uk/calendar2015

The closing date for entries is 1 September 2014 and 12 winners 
will be chosen to feature in next year’s calendar. We look forward 
to seeing what The Big Mission looks like to you.

To enter, please go to biblesociety.org/calendar2015  
or email bamc@biblesociety.org.uk

To submit your story to Club Corner, please email bamc@biblesociety.org.uk or write to 
us at the address at the bottom of the page. Your Club Corner story may be edited and 
we cannot guarantee its inclusion. Please ensure you include a return address so we can 
return any materials.

BIBle lAndS FaCTFiLe


