
TheRe aRe SeveRaL ReFuGee CamPS iN 
JuBa, South Sudan. edward Kajivora, who 
leads our work in the country, wouldn’t allow 
me to go to one, because violence breaks out 
there regularly between ethnic groups. i went 
to another, for Nuer people – with a spare male 
demographic, it’s mainly women and children 
living there.

Conditions are dire. i saw two very young 
children lying together on a mat, while their 
mother walked half a kilometre to the food 
distribution point. They were on their own, 
unsupervised. Torrential rain started falling and 
it was almost unbearable to see the pain and 

suffering of these children, waiting for their 
mother. 

But thanks to Bible a Month supporters like you, 
food, water and Scripture material has been 
handed out to families like this. You’re helping 
to make life just a little more bearable for people 
in these camps, by showing God’s love and 
compassion in the bleakest of places. 

i also visited a few of our trauma healing 
sessions while in South Sudan. after more than 
two decades of civil war, not to mention the 
current conflict, people are weighed down by 
loss and sadness. During our workshops, they are 
given an opportunity to express their frustration 

by Girma mohammed,  
Bible Society’s international 
advocacy Officer 

In this issue we hear about the vital 
work in South Sudan – a country torn 
by war and trauma. My colleague 
girma went out to Juba and 
experienced first-hand the conditions 
out there. But he also saw how your 
support is enabling Edward and his 
small team to meet and help people 
in all areas of society through the 
distribution of Scriptures, practical aid 
and emotional support.

Meanwhile in Laos, we hear how 
curiosity is leading students into 
church.

If you like a good trek and think you 
might be up for a challenge check out 
this month’s in focus article for details 
on how you can get involved in the 
Mary Jones challenge.

Thank you for your faithful 
commitment to support and pray for 
Bible Society’s work around the world. 

John Ranford  
Bible a Month Co-ordinator
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You’re helping make life more bearable  
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with God’s apparent lack of 
response, and go through the 
stages of ‘lamentation’.

The course doesn’t seek to put people right. 
They simply speak out their pain, and we cover 
questions about God and why he might be 
silent when we are suffering. Over time, we see 
people being restored – and beginning a new 
relationship with God.

This is vital work, needed at all levels of society. 
i met Christian mPs who’ve asked us to run 
trauma healing workshops for them. They told 
me, ‘We’re as traumatised as ordinary people 
are.’ People think politicians are immune 

because they don’t see them expressing emotion 
on Tv, or on the radio. But they are very much 
part of it – personally and through their work. 
Some mPs are related to two warring tribes, and 
find themselves ethnically and politically in a 
difficult position. 

On the positive side, edward has good 
relationships with mPs, and has been to 
Parliament several times to lead Bible studies 
and prayer meetings. mPs in South Sudan are 
open, even desperate, for us to come in and do 
this.

Please pray for edward, his small team and this 
vital work in South Sudan.

Key ArABIC BIBle CeleBrATeS 150 yeArS

Middle Eastern church leaders came together recently to celebrate 150 years 
of a Bible translation that has shaped Christianity in the region.

The anniversary of the 
Arabic Van Dyke Bible 
– the most widely-used 
Arabic Bible – was 
celebrated in Cairo, 
Egypt, in December. 
Ramez Atallah, who 
leads Bible work in 
Egypt, said, ‘The great 
commitment and 
sacrifice of foreign 
missionaries and Arab 
nationals working 
together provided a 
remarkable translation which has influenced the lives, thinking and culture of 
millions of people in the region. It literally shaped Middle Eastern Christianity 
into what it is today.’

your support as a Bible a Month member means that more translations are 
being completed every year, providing communities and future generations 
with access to Scripture. Neil Rees, our Digital Bible and Translation Adviser, 
was at the anniversary celebrations and said, ‘The fact that this event took 
place in the Coptic cathedral, and was attended by thousands of people – 
including the head of the Coptic orthodox Church – shows the significance of 
this translation. 

‘We’re now looking at improving the availability of the Van Dyke Bible online. 
There are more Christians in Egypt than in any other Muslim-majority country, 
so it’s an important place to work in the Middle East.’

continued from front page

MAry JoneS ChAllenge 2015

The work of Bible Society was inspired 
by Mary Jones, who saved for six years 
to buy a Bible, and then, in 1800, 
walked 28 miles to Bala to get her own 
copy.

In England and Wales Bibles are easy to 
come across. To help us remember that 
Scripture is not always freely available 
we have launched the Mary Jones 
Challenge 2015, a sponsored 28 mile 
sunrise to sunset trek.

our walk starts at Mary’s home in 
Llanfihangel-y-Pennant and finishes 28 
miles later in Bala, North Wales. We 
follow Mary Jones’ footsteps across 
valleys, streams and hills in the heart of 
Snowdonia National Park.

In 2014 ten intrepid Bible Society staff 
and friends piloted the walk. They were 
stunned and inspired by the challenge 
they completed. Dai said, ‘It’s really 
helped me to recognise anew the 
significance of Scripture and the fact 
that we’re privileged, that we have the 
Word of god available to us. That was a 
big challenge.’

Could you or someone you know 
walk 28 miles on Saturday 11 July, 
2015 and raise money for those 
as desperate for the Bible as Mary 
Jones was? 

For more information or to book a place 
visit: lyfe.org.uk/mjchallenge 
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The Van Dyke Bible was published 150 years ago
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It’s been over two years since the latest civil war began
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Area: 644,329 sq km, approx. 63% larger than the UK

Population: 10,625,176, approx. 17% of the UK pop.

Literacy: 27%

Language: English, Arabic, regional languages include 
Dinka, Nuer, Bari, Zande, Shilluk

‘Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer.’ Romans 12.12 (ESV)
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Bible a month
May 2015

Area: 236,800 sq km, approx. 3% smaller than the UK 

Population: 6,803,699, approx. 11% of the UK pop.

Literacy: 72%

Language: Lao (official), French, English, various ethnic 
languages

‘For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.’  
2 Corinthians 4.6 (ESV)

Bible a month
Club Corner

Look out for your next Bible a Month prayer letter which 
will feature reports from Turkey and Myanmar

Thank you so much for your faithful support. We 
understand that for some it is still a difficult economic 
climate so we want to make it easy for you to be giving 
at a level that is right for you. If you are paying by 
direct debit and would like to change your gift, please 
just indicate your new gift amount below, sign it and 
return to us at the address at the bottom of this prayer 
letter. Alternatively, please call us on 01793 418222.

I would like to change my monthly gift to ……....………..

Please sign here……...................................................…………..

If you are giving by standing order and would like to 
change your gift amount, please call us on 01793 
418222.

Bible a month
I

SouTh SudAn FaCTFiLe

CELEBRATE ThE END oF LENT By hAVINg yoUR CAKE AND 
EATINg IT!

We’d like you to join in the Great Bible Bake. Our Bible Society 
volunteers are holding a bake sale in the two weeks following easter 
(5–19 april 2015) and, as a Bible a Month supporter, we thought 
you would like to attend an event in your area.  

The Great Bible Bake is a fantastic opportunity to get together with 
people, enjoy some cake and raise money for those around the world 
longing for a Bible.

You’re an invaluable part of offering the Bible to the world. Please 
put the Great Bible Bake in your diary. Look out for local publicity or 
check out our website for event details: biblesociety.org.uk/news/
events.

To submit your story to Club Corner, please email bamc@biblesociety.org.uk or write to 
us at the address at the bottom of the page. Your Club Corner story may be edited and 
we cannot guarantee its inclusion. Please ensure you include a return address so we can 
return any materials.

lAoS FaCTFiLe

2015

THE GREAT

Bible 
Bake Bible 
Bake 

BAKE FOR BIBLES

RESOURCES
A4 poster design 

Bunting template 

Icing template
Colouring-in sheets for the children

Recipe sheet template

Doily (cut outs)

Price labels

biblesociety.org.uk



PRAyER PoINTERS
• For people in refugee camps in Juba. Pray that aid would 

reach those most in need, and pray that our team would be 
able to offer hope, comfort and strength through the words 
of Scripture, as well as practical support.

• MPs from South Sudan could be brought to Westminster to 
meet Christian Parliamentarians here. Pray that politicians 
from different sides of the conflict would be willing to come, 
study the Bible together and apply its teaching to their 
situation.

• Thanks to our generous supporters like you our recent appeal 
for South Sudan has raised enough money to buy Edward a 
4x4 truck. This vehicle will help him travel to communities 
entrenched in ethnic conflict, so he can share an alternative 
message of peace, reconciliation and unity. he is also finally 
able to distribute Bibles to rural Christians. Praise god for 
the gift of this truck.

• For god’s protection over Edward and his team. They are 
risking much to stay in South Sudan – but they believe this 
vital ministry is worth it.

Remove, fold and keep in your Bible or folder

Bible a month
April 2015

ONLY TWO iN eveRY TeN 
PeOPLe CaN ReaD. more than 
half the population must feed, 
clothe and shelter themselves 
on less than 60p a day. The 
country has few roads, hospitals 
or schools. and more than three 
million people have fled their 
homes during the current conflict 
between government and rebel 
forces.

Bible a month
May 2015

PRAyER PoINTERS

• Thank god for the wonderful way the study of world cultures 
is bringing students to church.

• Pray as the team in Laos prepares to host a Praise Concert 
towards the end of the year. This will require months of 
preparation and government approval, and more staff are 
needed to join the team. Pray that the right people come 
forward. 

• The team in Laos is still small. They have a current vacancy 
for an Administration officer, with good English and 
admin skills. Please pray that god would provide the right 
candidate for the job. 

• Distribution centres in rural Laos have been set up and 
operational for over a year now. Pray for safety for the staff 
as they travel through difficult conditions.

• Following the visit of the Korean Bible Society with two 
members of the Laos government, Bible Society has been 
granted importation of an additional 10,000 Scripture copies 
tax free. give thanks to god for this opening, and further 
opportunities to follow.

To discover other ways in which we offer the Bible to the world visit biblesociety.org.uk

SoUTh SUDAN
it’s a challenging picture for 
our small team in South Sudan, 
established only a couple of 
years ago. But they’re totally 
dedicated to the mission to share 
the Bible. edward Kajivora, who 
leads the work, was offered the 
chance to leave the country when 
violence escalated in early 2014. 
But he vowed to stay, and even 
slept under his bed for fear of 
flying bullets. his neighbours 
were murdered as people from 
the Dinka and Nuer tribes went 
house to house killing each other. 

Today, edward is concentrating 
his efforts on distributing Bibles 
and practical help to refugees 
in Juba, running trauma healing 
workshops, and revising the Bible 
in Bari, one of the most widely-
spoken indigenous languages 
in South Sudan. Your regular 
support through Bible a Month 
goes a long way in South Sudan, 
and your prayers are vital.

LAoS

BuDDhiSm iS The STaTe 
ReLiGiON OF LaOS PeOPLe’S 
DemOCRaTiC RePuBLiC. 
Christianity is often referred to 
as the ‘foreigner’s religion’ by 
mainstream communist leaders. 
Breaking down stereotypes 
through professionalism, 
diplomacy and prayer is all part of 
the ministry of the Bible Society 
in Laos. But the state education is 
also helping their work.

Pastor Phommathat is in charge of 
sales of the publications displayed 
by the Laos Partnership at the 
Naxay Church. he is a fount of 
knowledge when it comes to 
statistics and first-hand stories of 
sales of the Bible in Laos. ‘One of 
our largest audiences these days 

are students,’ Pastor Phommathat 
explains. ‘You wouldn’t think 
so when you first look at them 
but students around town are 
very curious about religion.’ This 
is because of the world culture 
curriculum at universities. Students 
study the history of europe and 
in doing so, they discover about 
Jesus and the Roman empire. Their 
tutors encourage them to explore 
more about Western culture, which 
leads them to buy the Bible. When 
they read their Bible they find out 
so much more about Jesus than 
just ancient history, and many see 
their lives changed. 

more and more non-Christian 
students are coming to church out 
of curiosity and are encountering 
God. ‘it is a wonderful thing to 
witness,’ Pastor Phommathat says. 
Please pray for these students as 
their lives are impacted by the 
power and truth of the Bible. 

Pray that through the study of 
world culture even more students 
would discover Jesus.

Thank you for helping others to encounter the Bible.

Thank you for your faithful prayers.
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Edward leads the work of Bible 
Society in South Sudan

Pastor Phommathat is witnessing 
many students come to know the 
Lord


