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Mary Jones: a journey around the world

It’s a story well-known to most Bible Society supporters: the teenage girl 
who saved up for six years, and walked 26 miles to buy her own copy of a 
Welsh Bible. Mary Jones has become a symbol of the desire for Scripture – 
and the need to make it available – both here and around the world.

The significance of her journey has never been more obvious than at the 
opening of Mary Jones World, in October 2014 (WIA p4-5). When our new 
centre in Llanycil welcomed visitors for the first time, people came from 
around the globe.

Back in 1800, Mary’s story sparked a new mission to share the Bible. 
Today, her journey continues as we work to offer the Bible in countries all 
over the world.

1 - 7 MARCH 8 - 14 MARCH

Please pray:

•	 Give	thanks	for	Mary	Jones’	
determination	to	buy	her	own	
copy	of	the	Bible,	and	pray	that	
we	do	not	take	for	granted,	the	
ease	with	which	we	can	access	
the	Scriptures	today.

•	 For	those	preparing	to	re-trace	
Mary	Jones’	footsteps	this	summer	
to	raise	money	for	Bibles	for	Alpha	
(WIA	p9).	Ask	God	to	protect	
them	as	they	walk,	and	give	them	
strength	for	the	journey.

Please pray:

•	 We	regularly	praise	God	for	all	
our	supporters	who	fund,	pray	for	
and	volunteer	in	our	mission	to	
offer	the	Bible.	Please	join	us	in	
thanking	God	for	people	like	you,	
who	help	make	this	work	possible.

•	 For	the	five	young	people	who	
came	with	us	to	Cambodia	
recently	(WIA	p6).	The	trip	was	
moving	and	life-changing	for	
many	of	them.	Pray	that	they	will	
be	inspired	to	share	this	mission	
with	others.

MARCH - A focus on making the Bible available



15 - 21 MARCH

Please pray:

•	 That	the	new	4x4	vehicle	we	will	
be	able	to	supply	to	our	team	in	
South	Sudan	will	dramatically	
improve	Bible	distribution	in	the	
country	(WIA	p7).	Pray	the	vehicle	
will	run	smoothly,	and	be	used	
efficiently.

•	 Pray	for	this	year’s	winner	of	
The	Pitch	film	competition	Andy	
Toovey	(WIA	p3)	as	he	explores	
themes,	stories	and	characters	
from	the	Bible.

Please pray:

•	 Mary	Jones	World	will	be	opening	
for	its	first	full	season	on	1	April.	
Pray	for	our	staff	as	they	make	
final	preparations,	and	pray	that	
they	enjoy	a	busy	summer	at	the	
centre.	(WIA	p4)

•	 For	those	who’ll	visit	Mary	Jones	
World	this	year.	Pray	they	will	
discover	more	of	the	Bible,	more	
of	Mary	Jones’	story,	and	more	of	
our	mission	to	offer	Scripture	to	
the	world.

22 - 28 MARCH

A focus on making the Bible available



APRIL - a focus on the next generation

29 MARCH - 4 APRIL

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 As	we	remember	Jesus’	sacrifice	
on	the	cross,	think	of	the	people	
who	passed	on	the	stories	of	
the	Bible	to	you.	Thank	God	for	
them,	and	for	their	willingness	to	
share	Scripture.	

•	 That	the	people	who	count	in	
children’s	lives	will	help	keep	the	
Bible	alive	for	many	generations	
to	come.	Ask	God	to	show	you	
if	there	are	children	you	could	
share	your	love	of	Scripture	with.

•	 Thank	God	for	the	questions	and	
curiosity	or	children,	and	pray	
they	would	have	opportunity	
to	really	explore	Scripture	for	
themselves.

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 For	children	who	will	discover	
the	Easter	story	through	our	
interactive	Bible	bedtime	app	
this	week.	Pray	they’ll	engage	
with	the	narrative,	and	be	
prompted	to	read	more	about	
the	life	of	Jesus.

•	 For	our	campaigns	team	as	they	
seek	to	come	up	with	more	ways	
of	helping	children	read	and	
engage	with	the	Bible	this	year.

5 - 11 APRIL

Help pass it on 

It’s the world’s bestseller, it contains 
values that helped form our society, 
and its stories open the door to 
understanding our history, culture, art 
and literature.

Yet 9 out of 10 people don’t 
regularly engage with it. 

It is, of course, the Bible. At Bible 
Society, we believe in offering the 
Bible to everyone and sharing it with 
the next generation.

That’s why such a lot of our work, 
particularly in this country, is about 
passing the Bible on (WIA p10-11). 
And it’s why your prayers for these 
initiatives are so vitally important.



A focus on the next generation

12 - 18 APRIL

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 For	the	team	producing	our	
new	booklet,	which	includes	
creative	retellings	of	much-loved	
Bible	stories	(WIA	p10-11).	Give	
thanks	for	the	authors	who	have	
contributed	to	this	project.

•	 The	booklet	will	be	sent	to	
schools	all	over	the	UK,	with	a	
competition	for	children	to	craft	
their	own	Bible	retelling.	Pray	
that	many	schools	will	run	the	
competition,	and	encourage	
children	to	take	a	look	at	the	
Scriptures.

•	 Above	all,	pray	that	children	will	
discover	something	fresh	about	
the	Bible.	Pray	they	will	enjoy	
the	stories,	and	see	that	they	are	
full	of	fun,	excitement,	drama	
and	life.

•	 For	people	who’ll	receive	our	
Easter	Bible	booklet	which	
is	being	distributed	through	
magazines	like	the	Radio	Times.	
Pray	they	will	pass	on	the	story	
to	children.

19 - 25 APRIL

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 Around	half	a	million	children	
are	now	regularly	hearing	the	
Bible	in	primary	schools,	through	
our	storytelling	project	Open	the	
Book	(openthebook.net).	Give	
thanks	for	this,	and	for	all	the	
volunteers	who	make	it	possible.	

•	 We’d	love	to	see	Open	the	Book	
in	5,000	schools	by	2020,	
which	would	mean	1,250,000	
children	would	regularly	hear	
Bible	stories	at	school.	Ask	God	
to	provide	volunteer	storytellers,	
funding	and	opportunities	for	
this	to	happen.

26 APRIL - 2 MAY

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 Give	thanks	that	our	campaigns,	
like	the	Cycling	Nativity	(WIA	
p2),	are	challenging	people’s	
assumptions	about	the	Bible,	
and	are	giving	them	a	reason	to	
look	at	the	Scriptures.	

•	 For	creativity	for	our	campaigns	
team,	as	they	plan	events	to	give	
people	a	new	perspective	on	
Scripture.	



MAY - A focus on South East Asia

Sharing Scripture in South East Asia

Over the last five years, supporters like you have helped provide Bibles 
and literacy classes to thousands of people in Cambodia. It’s made a huge 
difference to individuals in a country still recovering from the horrors of the 
Khmer Rouge genocide.

Thanks to your support, our teams in Cambodia and Vietnam are now up 
and running with several key projects. And so, our focus is moving onto 
neighbouring country Laos.

The Church in this Communist nation is small, but growing. Though offi-
cially there is freedom to worship in registered churches in Laos, 
Christianity is viewed with suspicion by the authorities. Over the next few 
years, we’ll concentrate on developing Bible work in these countries – and 
your prayers are essential.

3 - 9 MAY 10 - 16 MAY

Please pray:

•	 Give	thanks	that	thousands	of	
Bibles	have	been	distributed	to	
Cambodian	Christians,	that	many	
have	learnt	to	read	through	our	
literacy	classes,	and	that	people	
continue	to	come	to	faith	all	over	
the	country.	

•	 For	our	team	in	Cambodia,	led	
by	Revd	Arun	Sok	Nhep.	Pray	for	
wisdom	as	they	use	Scripture		to	
help	Cambodians	recover	from	
the	trauma	of	the	Khmer	Rouge	
genocide.

Please pray:

•	 For	the	growing	number	of	young	
believers	in	Cambodia	(WIA	p6).	
Give	thanks	for	their	enthusiasm	
for	Scripture	and	pray	they	will	
discover	more	of	God	through	the	
Bible.

•	 In	Laos,	we’re	trying	to	get	
government	approval	to	set	up	
a	registered	Bible	Society	office.	
Pray	the	authorities	would	look	
favourably	on	this.



A focus on South East Asia

17 - 23 MAY 24 - 30 MAY

Please pray:

•	 There	are	around	200,000	
Christians	in	Laos.	Many,	
particularly	those	in	rural	
areas,	face	hostility	from	their	
neighbours	and	the	authorities.	
Pray	for	God’s	protection	over	
Christians,	and	for	a	change	in	
attitude	among	others.	

•	 We	have	a	team	of	four	staff	
working	in	Laos.	Pray	for	them	
and	their	work	in	2015	to	provide	
Scripture,	develop	a	network	of	
distribution	centres	and	establish	
a	new	literacy	programme.

Please pray:

•	 Church	growth	in	Vietnam	is	
second	only	to	China,	and	some	
believe	that	Christianity	in	Laos	is	
poised	to	follow	a	similar	pattern.	
Pray	that	more	people	will	have	
the	opportunity	to	read	the	Bible	
as	Christianity	expands	in	the	
region.

•	 For	Acharn	Sengdao	who	leads	
our	work	in	Laos,	and	Le	Khac	
Tam	who	oversees	Bible	ministry	
in	Vietnam.	Pray	they	will	be	wise,	
understanding	and	prayerful	
leaders.	
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JUNE - a focus on the refugees

Strangers in the land

For many families in northern Iraq, 
when Islamic State (IS) militants 
approached their villages, they 
simply dropped everything and fled. 
And whether they ended up in 
refugee camps in Iraq, in Lebanon, 
or in Austria, we are helping them, 
by offering the Bible alongside 
practical help (WIA p12-13).

31 MAY - 6 JUNE

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 For	God’s	protection	over	
Christians	facing	persecution	in	
Iraq.	Pray	that	those	who’ve	lost	
family	members	and	homes	find	
comfort	in	the	words	of	Scripture.	

•	 The	Bible	is	full	of	accounts	
of	migrants	and	persecuted	
communities.	Pray	that	refugees	
would	connect	with	biblical	
characters	like	Ruth	and	Joseph,	
and	would	find	hope	in	the	
stories.

14 - 20 JUNE

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 Austria	has	one	of	the	highest	
ratio	of	refugees	to	natives	in	the	
EU,	and	there’s	been	a	steady	
stream	of	people	arriving	from	
Syria	and	Iraq.	Pray	for	our	team	
there,	for	whom	the	ministry	
with	refugees	is	becoming	a	top	
priority.

•	 Praise	God	for	the	positive	
outcomes	of	refugees	being	
baptised	in	detention	camps.

21-27 JUNE

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 For	Christians	here	and	
elsewhere,	that	tension	
over	immigration	would	be	
superseded	by	Jesus’	command	
to	love	our	neighbour	–	so	we’ll	
show	care	and	kindness	to	
refugees.

•	 During	the	last	year,	our	
supporters	have	donated	
generously	to	help	refugees.	
Give	thanks	that	refugees	have	
received	Bible	booklets	and	
Scripture	in	their	language,	as	
well	as	essentials	like	food	and	
water.

•	 For	refugees	who	are	sent	back	
to	their	home	countries.	Pray	
they	will	take	the	Scriptures	
with	them,	share	the	Bible	with	
people	they	meet	along	the	way.

7 - 13 JUNE

PLEASE PRAY:

•	 For	our	colleague	Nabil,	who	
works	tirelessly	to	offer	the	
Bible	and	deliver	practical	aid	to	
refugees	in	camps	in	Kurdistan,	
northern	Iraq.

•	 For	Fatima	and	her	family,	who	
received	a	mattress	from	Bible	
Society.	(WIA	p12-13).	


